
From: Anna Crider
To: Big Sky Resort Tax District Information
Subject: Letter to Resort Tax Board
Date: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 4:15:18 PM

Hi Resort Tax Board Team, 

Thank you for all the hard work you do! I know it is not an easy job and I do not envy the difficult
decisions you have to make. 

Here is my feedback on a few organizations: 

Visit Big Sky: Fund just enough to keep a great website going. We do not need to senselessly spend
taxpayer money on marketing Big Sky at this time. 

The Big Sky Chamber of Commerce: Fund enough to keep the Chamber open. We do not need to
senselessly spend taxpayer money on marketing Big Sky at this time. I cannot tell you one thing the
Chamber did for me this year (and that includes providing COVID tests because they were always out of
stock when I stopped by to get them).  What would happen if we did not fund the Chamber for 1-2 years?

The Gallatin River Task Force: When the Gallatin River Task Force provides no comment on issues such
as the Yellowstone Club pond leak a few years ago, the Big Sky Water and Sewer Pond leaks that were
recently found, and now the proposal to make part of the Gallatin River an Outstanding Resource
Waterway, they are neglecting the "task force" portion of their title. Their opinion and influence on these
extremely important matters are important for the public. I wonder if funding should not be limited if
they cannot address and clarify the important issues pertaining to our river. 

The Arts Council of Big Sky: I went to 1 Music in the Mountains last year. It is overcrowded and not fun
anymore. I am unimpressed with the lack of moral fiber from the Arts Council board and two of its
employees. "Ethical behavior is doing the right thing when no one else is watching, even when doing the
wrong thing is legal." -Aldo Leopold. This sentiment is missing in a lot of companies in Big Sky, the Arts
Council is just one example. 

The Big Sky Fire Department: More than 70% of calls are for non-residents. At least 70% of their ask
should be funded by resort tax. If  we do not fund the Fire Department with resort tax money, inevitably,
the department will be funded by property taxes, which decreases the opportunity for affordable housing.
One caveat for their 2022 ask is that this Training Center will not go to a mill levy at this time if it is not
fully funded. That said, I still stand by always fully funding the fire department due to that chance of
increase in property taxes. My husband and I are fortunate to own a home in Big Sky, where we live and
work. I hate paying resort tax to fund the fire department, and then paying property taxes to fund the fire
department, mostly for calls for non-residents. That is very frustrating. 

Thank you for listening! Keep up the good work!

Anna Crider
(I love texts) 406-868-9961
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From: JeNelle Johnson
To: Big Sky Resort Tax District Information
Subject: Recap of Resort Tax Allocations
Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 9:00:31 AM

Dear Resort Tax Board,

“Our Big Sky” is an important plan for our community. The four vision themes identified in the plan were: Our
People, Our Character, Our Recreation, Our Natural Environment. In the current BSRAD funding request recap, the
People category includes Housing, Health & Safety and Public Works and Character includes Arts & Education and
Economic Development. Recreation and Conservation are grouped together in your application review and recaps.
They are distinctive and equally important categories in the plan and I think their funding should be recognized
separately.

Thank you!

JeNelle Johnson

Sent from my iPhone
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March 25, 2022 

Via Email: info@resorttax.org 

Board of Directors & Staff 

Big Sky Resort Tax District 

Re: Partner Letter of Support for the Big Sky Community Housing Trust (BSCHT)  

Dear Chair Blechta, fellow Directors and Staff, 

We seek to encourage the Big Sky Resort Tax district to substantially increase its level of financial support for the 

BSCHT in the upcoming award cycle. 

We believe the work of the BSCHT to create more workforce housing is among the most important and critical of all non-

profit organizations supporting our community today. 

We are the principal owner and developer of several real estate projects within the Big Sky area and are fervently 

committed to supporting the ongoing creation of workforce housing.  Our actions demonstrate our financial commitment: 

• Our Fairways Condo project (MN Fairway Partners, LLC) made a $50,000 unrestricted donation along with our

partner Timberveil Realty to the BSCHT in December 2021 to support the development of the Good Deeds

program.

• Our Yellowtail Condo project (MN Yellowtail Partners, LLC) has decided to make 7-units or 20% of the project

deed restricted workforce housing available for purchase by the local workforce at a discount (at our expense) to

current market rates.  The units will be two- and three-bedroom condos dispersed throughout and fully integrated

into the development within the Meadow Village golf course neighborhood of our community.

The cost and difficulty of workforce housing solutions in Big Sky will only increase with time.  Resort Tax funds are a 

primary tool for helping solve the problem.  Each dollar committed by Resort Tax today will go very far in helping secure 

the short and long-term workforce housing needs of our community.  We implore you to direct as much funding as 

possible towards the BSCHT this award cycle. 

Respectfully, 

Kenny Holtz 

Managing Partner 

cc: Big Sky Community Housing Trust 
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From: Richard Schwalbe
To: Big Sky Resort Tax District Information
Subject: Public comment on a few of the funding proposals.
Date: Thursday, May 19, 2022 10:25:34 AM

Hi, Thank you for your service to the community.  I want to comment on a few of the funding proposals. 
First let me say that I have nothing against any organization and generally admire their goals.  I am
involved in several local organizations.

The scoring criteria seems to be a good start but with the great variety of projects doesn't always seem to
"be a perfect fit" for everything.  I hope the Criteria scoring is not the only or dominant measure being
used to evaluate proposals. With that in mind;

The Chamber of Commerce proposal....this should be a self supporting organization.  The business
sector of Big Sky is booming.  I don't see the need for taxpayer support for operations.  Some of the
suggested programs may have merit outside of or in addition to the Chambers basic operations but we
have higher priorities than funding their basic operating budget.

Community Water Communications Campaign.  This will have little immediate benefit to the community
and little lasting benefit.  Who cares what outsiders think, it doesn't change or improve our lives or living
conditions.

Two related proposals.  BSSHA Operations and Parks and Trails equipment.  It seems to me that a
skating rink is an integral park of a winter resort.  While these don't seem to score particularly well using
the on the Criteria alone, I think there should be a "bigger picture" here.  This is a part of what our
community is and needs to exist.  Concerning the equipment (the shade for the rink), it makes little sense
to have an ice rink and then close it on sunny days.  For a modest cost we can increase the use of the ice
rink substantially.  I have no knowledge or opinion on the need for another snow mobile.

Thank you,
Best regards

Richard Schwalbe
Big Sky, MT long time full year resident
rjschwalbe@aol.com
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March 30, 2022 
 
RE: Arts Council of Big Sky FY23 Resort Tax Application 
Project:  Music in the Mountains 
 
Dear Resort Tax Board, 
  
I am writing on behalf of the Big Sky Community Organization (BSCO) to express support for the Arts 
Council of Big Sky’s FY23 Resort Tax application for its 2023 Music in the Mountains project.  
 
BSCO recently moved into our new home in BASE where the Arts Council also has an office and an 
educational classroom. This is an example of how our two organizations have come together to offer 
more programming for our community. We’re excited to fully open the redesigned Len Hill Park this 
summer, where the Arts Council’s concerts take place. This park is a valuable community asset, and the 
concerts are an incredible amenity for residents and visitors during the summer. 
 
Music in the Mountains is huge part of the positive energy we are building around BASE, and I strongly 
urge you to fund the Arts Council’s project request.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Be well, 

 
Whitney H Montgomery 
CEO 
 

Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 5 of 221



 
 

 
March 25, 2022 
 
 
 
Subject:  Partnership Letter 
 
On behalf of Wellness In Action, I would like to articulate the importance of our organization’s 
partnership with the Big Sky Community Food Bank and Resource Center.  Big Sky Community 
Food Bank is an essential thought partner for Wellness In Action and their input is critical to our 
program design and delivery.  Wellness In Action appreciates the extensive social services that 
the Big Sky Community Food Bank provides to our community and in doing so they are a rich 
source of information about the behavioral health needs of our community. Big Sky Community 
Food Bank is also an important source of referrals to Wellness In Action.   
 
Wellness in Action is committed to a close collaboration with Big Sky Community Food Bank 
that capitalizes on both organizations’ strengths and avoids a duplication in services. I am 
deeply grateful for our ongoing partnership and envision it strengthening in the years to come.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
MaryBeth Morand 
 
MaryBeth Morand 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.O. BOX 161143 BIG SKY, MT 59716 
INFO@WIABIGSKY.ORG 
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Big Sky Community Organization
Richard Sandza
PO Box 161404
Big Sky, MT 59716

Big Sky Community Food Bank and Resource Center
Sarah Gaither Bivins
Subject: Partnership Letter

Dear Sarah Gaither Bivins and the Food Bank board,

On behalf of the Big Sky Community Organization, I would like to introduce our organization and

youth programming as a partner for your behavioral health and wellness initiatives in Big Sky. Our

objective is to provide quality programming for kids of all ages. We work with the Big Sky Community

Food Bank and Resource Center to ensure that our program participants have access to nutritional and

fulfilling lunches during our summer camp offerings, and snacks during our After School Enrichment

Program. This service provided by the Big Sky Community Food Bank and Resource Center is hugely

helpful from a program implementation standpoint regarding knowing that no child will go hungry while

with us and that they are getting the right fuel needed for a long camp day or to fuel them through their

homework help and after school hours.

With the help of the Big Sky Food Bank, we have provided over 10 kids a day with lunch in the

summer months at Camp Big Sky whether that be directly or supplementally to their existing yet sparse

lunches. We were also able to send kids home with extra snacks for after camp and for the weekend

when needed. With the help of the Big Sky Food Bank, we have also been able to provide free nutritional

snacks for 11 kids per day at our After School Enrichment Program for the entire school year which has

taken a large budgetary burden off our programming costs. Camp Big Sky has benefited from the help of

the Resource Center to provide easier access to camp registration which has helped us widen our area of

reach in the community to provide resources for our Spanish speaking population to sign up for camp

programs.

We look forward to future collaboration.

Sincerely,

Richard Sandza

Youth Programs Manager

Big Sky Community Organization
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ㅡ
PO Box 161595
Big Sky, MT 59716
bigskysno@gmail.com
bigskysno.org

28 MARCH  2022

Dear Resort Tax Board,

On behalf of Big Sky SNO, I would like to introduce our organization as a

partner of the Big Sky Food Bank and Resource Center. SNO’s mission is to
preserve & protect Big Sky through environmental and sustainability initiatives.
Reduction of consumption and waste  is one of the five main focus areas of our
Climate Action Plan. Therefore  our goal of reducing food waste as part of that
initiative aligns closely with the Food Bank’s need to procure food and capture
that which may be thrown out  to service Big Sky residents. We have worked
closely with Sarah and the Food Bank these last few months on our Climate
Action Plan in an effort to put in place long-term strategies to  bolster food
recovery.

The Food Bank already has a robust food recovery system in place with local

grocers, restaurants, and vacation rentals. SNO is currently working with the
BSCFB to better understand the scope of the recovery opportunities to
continuously expand their efforts to more facilities including caterers.
Expansion of food recovery  would both assist in feeding those in need as well
as reduce waste in our tourism-driven economy. If we bolster our food recovery
and composting programs in Big Sky, one source of methane
emissions-anaerobically rotting food in the landfill- can be not only mitigated
but turned into something purposeful by feeding the community & the soil.

The service that the Food Bank provides is integral in supporting those with the

greatest need in our community. While we closely work with Sarah on food
recovery, over time it has been apparent just how much more the BSCFB  does
with clothing drives, preparing the  international workforce with seasonally
appropriate layers, being a local resource & providing guidance for many. While
serving over 700 unique individuals, the impact the food bank has cannot be
understated.  SNO is grateful to have the BSCFB as a partner in our shared
goals for Big Sky. We look forward to continuously working with the Big Sky
Food Bank and Resource Center in the future.

Sincerely,

Liz��� Pe�t��

Lizzie Peyton
Community Engagement Director
612,723,0343
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 March 29, 2022 

 

Subject: Partnership Letter 
 
 
Dear Big Sky Community Food Bank, 
 
Montana Primary Care Association (MPCA) through our Cover Montana Program is very 
supportive of your efforts to secure Resort Tax Funding for your services.  MPCA mission is to 
support our members which provide over 120,000 people in Montana with quality accessible 
health care.  Our members clinics mostly Federally qualified health centers and Urban Indian 
Centers provide medical dental behavioral health/SUD and pharmacy services in over 80 sites 
throughout Montana.   Partnering with Community Food Banks is very much in line with our 
mission. 

 
Your services are vital to many in our community. 
Cover Montana is eager to partner with you.   Cover Montana navigator staff are available to 
assist your clients and families in navigating the complex arena of health care services and 
coverage.     Cover Montana can provide enrollment education and assistance via phone or 
when possible, in person.  Health coverage in general is complex and our Certified Navigators 
are available for general education about the consumers role in securing health care coverage. 
We look forward to being your partner.    
 
We are very supportive of all that you do for our community.  We strongly support your 
funding efforts. 
 

Warm Regards, 
 
 
Cindy Stergar CEO 
cstergar@mtpca.org 
406 438 6264 
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1111 Research Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 | (406) 586-5522 x3614 | yccf@yellowstoneclub.com 

 Board of Directors 
 
Sam Byrne 
President 

 
Loren Bough 
Vice President 
 
Charlie Callander 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Joanie Hall 
 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Andrew McEntire 
 
Melinda Reed 
 
Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

To:                       Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:              Partner Letter of Support for BSCHT 
 
 
The Yellowstone Club Community Foundation (YCCF) is a proud supporter of the Big Sky 
Community Housing Trust (BSCHT), both as a funding and thought partner in addressing 
Big Sky’s critical affordable housing needs.  
 
Over the past 12 months, in addition to granting funds to support the Rent Local 
program, YCCF has worked collaboratively with the BSCHT, discussing options for 
improving the availability of affordable housing supply for local residents.  
 
In conjunction with the newly formed Real Estate Collective, YCCF intends to invest in 
innovative housing solutions such as the Good Deeds program. This program is an 
attractive model to our Board of Directors and donors.  
 
Please reach out with any questions. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 

Ruthi Solari 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (707) 206-8993 
ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com 
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March 30, 2022

To:                  Big Sky Resort Area District
Subject:          Partner Letter of Support for the Big Sky Community Organization

I am writing on behalf of the Spanish Peaks Community Foundation to express support for the
Big Sky Community Organization’s (BSCO) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District for
the Parks and Trails Maintenance project.

SPCF actively supports BSCO through grants to help with maintenance projects around the
Parks & Trails system. Our most recent grant is helping the BSCO mitigate and repair sections
of the Ousel Falls Trail (the most used trail in Big Sky). With the number of visitors to our
community continuing to increase, most of them are coming for our recreational opportunities
and are putting increasing pressure on the parks and trails system. The continued support of
our community foundations and Resort Tax will ensure these community recreational assets will
endure.

In addition, I am on the BSCO’s race committee which helps coordinate running races that
engage our local community. The maintenance of the parks and trails in Big Sky plays a critical
role in accessible recreation and is enjoyed by all who live in or visit our community.

Sincerely,

Hannah Richardson
Executive Director
Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
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GALLATIN RIVER TASK FORCE  gallatinrivertaskforce.org  

o (406) 993 - 2519 a PO Box 160513 |32 Market Place, Unit 6 | Big Sky, MT 59716 
 

 
Partnering with our greater community to lead conservation and inspire stewardship of the Gallatin River Watershed 

 
March 22, 2022 
 
Resort Tax Board of Directors 
Big Sky Resort Tax 
11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204  
P.O. Box 160661  
Big Sky, MT 59716 
 
Dear Resort Tax Board of Directors: 
 
RE: Big Sky Community Organization FY23 Resort Tax Application Projects: Parks & Trails 
Maintenance and Community Park Engineering 
 
Dear Resort Tax Board:  

I am writing on behalf of the Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) to express support for the 
Big Sky Community Organization’s (BSCO) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District for 
the Park and Trail Maintenance project and Community Park Engineering Project. The BSCO 
and GRTF have a history of working together cooperatively to support and achieve each 
organizations mission and goals.  

The GRTF is a partner in our Parks and Trails Maintenance through the River Clean Up 
and Run Off Clean Off events, which aid with cleaning up and maintaining the Community Park. 
In the spring. The Run Off Clean Off event provides a volunteer opportunity to assist in the 
cleaning up of the winters accumulation of dog waste in order to improve the stormwater runoff 
into the West Fork and protect water quality from pollutants that can be derived from dog waste. 
The River Clean up event helps clean up the banks and riparian areas along the length of the 
Gallatin River and includes the section of the West Fork that flows through the Community Park.  

Additionally, BSCO will be starting on the engineering phase of the Community Park 
Redesign, which will have a component focused on modifying existing stormwater easements in 
the community park to allow for improvements to the multi-use field while also increasing the 
space available for stormwater detention and infiltration throughout the park. This increased 
detention and infiltration capacity will help improve the water quality of stormwater entering the 
Gallatin River from the Community Park. BSCO and their engineering firm will be consulting the 
GRTF on design details for this aspect of the project.  

I strongly urge you to fund BSCO’s project requests. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Kristin Gardner 
Gallatin River Task Force 
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1111 Research Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 | (406) 586-5522 x3614 | yccf@yellowstoneclub.com 

 Board of Directors 
 
Sam Byrne 
President 

 
Loren Bough 
Vice President 
 
Charlie Callander 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Joanie Hall 
 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Andrew McEntire 
 
Melinda Reed 
 
Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

March 30, 2022 
 
 
To:                       Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:              Partner Letter of Support for Big Sky Community Organization 
 
 

To the Resort Tax Board members: 
 
The Yellowstone Club Community Foundation supports the Big Sky Community 
Organization’s (BSCO) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District for BASE 
Construction Costs, and BASE Operations and Maintenance. 
 
YCCF recently made a $1M grant to use as a match for additional fundraising to 
complete the construction of BASE. YCCF will match dollar for dollar a $500,000 Resort 
Tax grant to fund BASE construction.   
 
In BASE’s inaugural year, it will be critical to fund BASE operations and maintenance to 
ensure our community has a safe environment for our residents of all ages to access 
while BSCO learns the operating and business model for this facility.  We believe in the 
positive impact BASE will have on the health, wellness, and resilience of our community. 
 
Please reach out with any questions. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 

Ruthi Solari 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (707) 206-8993 
ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com 
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PO Box 161013, Big Sky, MT 59716 
www.moonlightcommunityfoundation.org 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Heather Morris, 
Chairperson 

Bob Rhea, 
Vice Chairperson 

Jerry Hood, 
Treasurer 
 
Liz Kelly, 
Secretary 

Ania Bulis 

Kevin Germain 

Erik Morrison 

Julie Peinado 

Katharine Stowe 

 

March 30, 2022 

RE: Big Sky Community Organization FY23 Resort Tax Application 
Project: BASE Construction Costs 

Dear Resort Tax Board: 

I am writing on behalf of the Moonlight Community Foundation to 
express support for the Big Sky Community Organization’s (BSCO) 
application to the Big Sky Resort Area District for BASE construction 
costs. 

The Moonlight Community Foundation is a firm supporter of BSCO and 
recently made a $25,000 grant to assist in finalizing the construction of 
BASE. MCF truly believes in the importance of BASE for Big Sky 
residents and visitors and believe in the everlasting impact BASE will 
have on our community. Our most recent grant shows MCF’s 
commitment in ensuring BSCO can finish the construction and keep 
membership fees as low as possible. The continued support of our 
community foundation and Resort Tax will ensure BASE remains as a 
tremendous resource for all in Big Sky. 

I strongly urge you to fund BSCO’s project requests. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Anna Shipley 
Executive Director 
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1111 Research Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 | (406) 586-5522 x3614 | yccf@yellowstoneclub.com 

 Board of Directors 
 
Sam Byrne 
President 

 
Loren Bough 
Vice President 
 
Charlie Callander 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Joanie Hall 
 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Andrew McEntire 
 
Melinda Reed 
 
Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

March 30, 2022 
 
 
To:                       Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:              Partner Letter of Support for Big Sky Community Organization 
 
 

To the Resort Tax Board members: 
 
The Yellowstone Club Community Foundation supports the Big Sky Community 
Organization’s (BSCO) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District for BASE 
Construction Costs, and BASE Operations and Maintenance. 
 
YCCF recently made a $1M grant to use as a match for additional fundraising to 
complete the construction of BASE. YCCF will match dollar for dollar a $500,000 Resort 
Tax grant to fund BASE construction.   
 
In BASE’s inaugural year, it will be critical to fund BASE operations and maintenance to 
ensure our community has a safe environment for our residents of all ages to access 
while BSCO learns the operating and business model for this facility.  We believe in the 
positive impact BASE will have on the health, wellness, and resilience of our community. 
 
Please reach out with any questions. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 

Ruthi Solari 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (707) 206-8993 
ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com 
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GALLATIN RIVER TASK FORCE  gallatinrivertaskforce.org  

o (406) 993 - 2519 a PO Box 160513 |32 Market Place, Unit 6 | Big Sky, MT 59716 
 

 
Partnering with our greater community to lead conservation and inspire stewardship of the Gallatin River Watershed 

 
March 22, 2022 
 
Resort Tax Board of Directors 
Big Sky Resort Tax 
11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204  
P.O. Box 160661  
Big Sky, MT 59716 
 
Dear Resort Tax Board of Directors: 
 
RE: Big Sky Community Organization FY23 Resort Tax Application Projects: Parks & Trails 
Maintenance and Community Park Engineering 
 
Dear Resort Tax Board:  

I am writing on behalf of the Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) to express support for the 
Big Sky Community Organization’s (BSCO) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District for 
the Park and Trail Maintenance project and Community Park Engineering Project. The BSCO 
and GRTF have a history of working together cooperatively to support and achieve each 
organizations mission and goals.  

The GRTF is a partner in our Parks and Trails Maintenance through the River Clean Up 
and Run Off Clean Off events, which aid with cleaning up and maintaining the Community Park. 
In the spring. The Run Off Clean Off event provides a volunteer opportunity to assist in the 
cleaning up of the winters accumulation of dog waste in order to improve the stormwater runoff 
into the West Fork and protect water quality from pollutants that can be derived from dog waste. 
The River Clean up event helps clean up the banks and riparian areas along the length of the 
Gallatin River and includes the section of the West Fork that flows through the Community Park.  

Additionally, BSCO will be starting on the engineering phase of the Community Park 
Redesign, which will have a component focused on modifying existing stormwater easements in 
the community park to allow for improvements to the multi-use field while also increasing the 
space available for stormwater detention and infiltration throughout the park. This increased 
detention and infiltration capacity will help improve the water quality of stormwater entering the 
Gallatin River from the Community Park. BSCO and their engineering firm will be consulting the 
GRTF on design details for this aspect of the project.  

I strongly urge you to fund BSCO’s project requests. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Kristin Gardner 
Gallatin River Task Force 
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March 30, 2022 

RE: Big Sky Community Organization FY23 Resort Tax Application  

Projects: Maintenance Building Completion project. 

Dear Resort Tax Board:  

I am writing on behalf of the Big Sky Community Housing Trust (BSCHT) to express support for the Big 
Sky Community Organization’s (BSCO) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District for the 
Maintenance Building Completion project. 

The housing issues that the community currently is facing makes it difficult to recruit and retain 
employees. The steps by BSCO to add workforce housing by adding a second story to their current 
maintenance building project stands as a commitment to the community to help address and provide a 
small piece to an overall solution for the community’s housing crisis. 

The BSCO and BSCHT have a history of working together cooperatively to support and achieve each 
organizations mission and goals, from working on helping resolve parking constraints at Meadowview 
through use the BSCO Tennis Parking lot to working together to ensure trail connectivity to workforce 
housing, both with gravel trails in the summer and winter groomed trails used by the whole community.  

I strongly urge you to fund BSCO’s project requests. Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Laura L Seyfang 
BSCHT Executive Director 
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Cover photos from left to right: pop-up curb extension in Bozeman; WTI was part of team that created 
Small Town and Rural Multimodal Network Guide; pop-up pedestrian lane in Big Sky.  
 

Big Sky Community Organization Transportation Consultation 

Proposed Technical Support to Increase Safety for People Walking and 
Biking in Big Sky  

January 14, 2022 
 

Submitted by: 
 

The Western Transportation Institute 
part of the 

Office of Research, Economic Development and Graduate Education 
At Montana State University 

 
P.O. Box 174250 

Bozeman, MT 59717 
 
 

Contacts: 
 

Rebecca Gleason, MS, P.E. 
Rebecca.gleason1@montana.edu 

Office Phone:  406-994-6541   
 

Matthew Madsen, MPH, CHES 
Matthew.madsen@montana.edu  

Office Phone: 406-994-2461 
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Introduction  
The Western Transportation Institute (WTI) is excited for the opportunity to work with the Big 
Sky Community Organization (BSCO) to develop recommendations for pedestrian and cyclist 
accessibility as well as traffic calming. Our team members are familiar with Big Sky from 
collaboration of past pop-up projects, Go Gallatin programs, assistance with the management 
of the Skyline bus service as well as travel there for events and outdoor adventures. WTI staff is 
pleased to provide technical support to Big Sky through our Small Urban, Rural and Tribal 
Center on Mobility (SURTCOM). This proposal outlines technical support activities based on 
conversation with BSCO along with estimated cost and a draft schedule. SURTCOM funds 
require a 2:1 match from non-federal sources, which may be provided through cash or in-kind 
support.  

Goals  
Advise the Big Sky Community Organization on potential ways to increase the safety of people 
walking and biking through low-cost improvements to existing road and transportation 
infrastructure.  

Provide guidance on “Complete Streets” concepts and examples appropriate for existing and 
future roadway development in the Big Sky Town Center and Meadow Village areas.  

Background/Scope of Services 
Motor vehicle speed and volume are key considerations to select the most appropriate bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities along a roadway. In general, the greater the speed and volume of 
motor vehicle traffic, the greater the need for separation to create comfortable biking and 
walking facilities. On streets that have low volumes and low speeds, there is less need for 
separation and mixing modes may be appropriate. This study is focused on existing roadways in 
the Big Sky Town Center and Mountain Village areas. This work is intended to build on and 
complement previous related studies including the 2019 Big Sky Master Trails Plan and the 
2017 Big Sky Transportation Study. Proposed tasks include: 

Task 1: Getting to Know the Community and Key Stakeholders 

1. Develop a baseline of data around the current/existing roadways and transportation 
infrastructure that connect the Town Center and Meadow Village with surrounding 
neighborhoods, Homeowners Associations (HOAs) and other community developments. 

a. Review previous studies for relevant data and public input:  2019 BSCO Master 
Trails Plan, 2017 Big Sky Transportation Study, others? 

b. Summarize relevant existing traffic data available for roadways of interest and 
identify locations to collect data  

c. Conduct pedestrian/bicycle counts at key locations  
d. Collect traffic speed and volume data and roadway widths at key locations  
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3 
 

2. Conduct a site visit and tour of existing roadways/ facilities with BSCO. Ideally, this 
would occur when roads are clear of snow and pavement is visible. 

3. Identify key connecting roads in the Big Sky Area for temporary and/or permanent 
bike/pedestrian/traffic calming improvements.  

a. May include but are not limited to: Andesite Road, Ousel Falls, Spruce Cone, Two 
Moons, Little Coyote, Black Otter, Curly Bear, Rainbow Trout Run  

Task 2: Pop up Demonstration Projects 

1. Organize 1 to 2 pop-up demonstration projects for Complete Streets/traffic calming 
concepts in Town Center and/or Meadow Village. This process will engage local leaders 
and residents and provide resources for conducting walk audits and pop-up projects. A 
goal of this task is to empower Big Sky communities to lead walk audits and pop-up 
demonstration projects in the future. 

a. Conduct walk audit with local representatives 
b. Propose traffic calming designs and seek feedback for preferred option 
c. Implement preferred option 
d. Evaluate changes in traffic volume/speed, roadway use, and public perception 

through radar data and a community survey 
e. Create a report summarizing pop up process, results, and recommendations 

Task 3: Technical Memo of Big Sky Pedestrian/Bike Friendly Tools 

1. Provide a menu of tools that may be used to create safe connections from 
neighborhoods, HOAs, and other community facilities with the Big Sky Meadow Village 
area.  

a. Identify streets that could benefit from striping and other pavement markings. 
b. Provide example concept drawings (GIS layers) of Big Sky specific streets showing 

striping and other pavement markings such as sharrows, pedestrian lanes, etc 
intended to create a more bike and pedestrian friendly environment. 

c. Provide examples of traffic calming methods to create a safer pedestrian and 
bicycle environment. Include recommendations for residential neighborhoods 
(denser, closer to town center) and for more rural/dispersed neighborhoods 
(wayfinding, signage, striping, and roadway markings)   

d. Links to relevant design documents, case studies and education/outreach 
materials that may inspire action in Big Sky area. Provide ideas for lower cost 
street improvements and outreach to promote streets for people of all ages and 
abilities to feel safe and welcome, not just those who drive.  

e. Research speed limit rules for Big Sky area 
f. Cost estimates for typical installations (per foot for striping), sharrow markings… 
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Task 4:  Community Based Final Presentation 

1. WTI to put together content and conduct a 1-hour community presentation to provide 
overview of technical memo/infrastructure guide, pop-up projects, and next steps. 

Deliverables  
1. Planning, installation, and evaluation of 1 or 2 pop traffic calming projects in areas of 

high need/high visibility to showcase and test different forms of traffic calming. 
a. Utilization of durable, high visibility, and visually appealing materials for the 

installation 
b. Summary report on process, results, and recommendations 

2. Technical memo containing a menu of tools to guide recommended pedestrian & bicycle 
facility improvements on town center and HOA managed roads that can be utilized by 
BSCO, local HOA’s, and other development organizations in the Big Sky area. 

3. Community-based Final Presentation: bike/ped friendly guide, pop-up projects, and next 
steps 

Timeline  
Task 

2022 
Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct 

Project Management/coordination                   
1. Getting to know the community 
and key stakeholders                   

2. Pop-up Demonstration Projects                   
3. Technical Memo of Big Sky 
Pedestrian/Bicycle Friendly Tools                   

4. Final Community Presentation                   

Budget Estimate 

WTI Personnel 
Tasks Hours Subtotal IDC (at 44%) Total 

          
Project Management 62 $2,787.40  $1,226.46  $4,013.86  

Task #1 100 $5,028.50  $2,212.54  $7,241.04  
Task #2 160 $6,030.10  $2,653.24  $8,683.34  
Task #3 134 $6,493.24  $2,857.03  $9,350.27  
Task #4 40 $2,011.40  $885.02  $2,896.42  

Total Personnel - $22,350.64  $9,834.28  $32,184.92  
*For specific and detailed budget breakdown, see budget spreadsheet 
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Materials & Supplies 
Task Materials/Supplies Total 

      
Task #2  Delineators, Planters, Road Paint, Other $5,000.00 

 

Western Transportation Institute Project Team Experience and 
Qualifications 

The Mobility and Public Transportation program area at WTI provides a comprehensive 
approach to solving transportation issues facing rural communities, federal lands, and tribal 
agencies through research, outreach, and education/training. It does this through facilitating 
transportation coordination among transportation providers, including human service, tourist 
industries, and other organizations, and increasing mobility for individuals of all ages and 
abilities by using innovative solutions that include bicycle, pedestrian, and all other modes of 
transportation. 

This program expanded in 2004 from a focus specifically on public transportation (transit) to 
include bicycling and pedestrian travel. The program considers how various modes interact, and 
how individual and public mobility can be improved by linking the various modes.  Today, the 
Mobility and Public Transportation Program focuses on how to improve mobility in rural and 
frontier areas by coordinating resources so that even basic public transportation services can be 
provided. This is a challenge in rural and frontier areas due to a scattered population or 
seasonal visitors (tourists), who must travel great distances to reach medical and other life-line 
services (educational campuses, business centers, airports), and recreational sites. 

Project Team: 

Rebecca Gleason, PE, MS has worked for 15 years as a research engineer in WTI’s Mobility and 
Public Transportation Program Area. Her work is focused on reducing car dependency in small 
urban and rural communities by creating bicycle, pedestrian and transit transportation 
networks that enable people to get where they need to go. Ms. Gleason has managed 
numerous research projects at WTI since 2006 and has worked as part of a team to create The 
Small Town and Rural Multimodal Networks Guide and the MSU Bicycle Master Plan. 

Matthew Madsen, MPH, CHES manages the Pop-up Traffic Calming Projects and GoGallatin 
programs and works on Safe Routes to Schools and Safe Routes to Parks programs with 
community partners.  Matt has over 10 years of experience in the field of Community Health 
working on projects ranging from Safe Routes to School, to Active Living Coalition coordinating, 
Health Education, Affordable Housing Program Development, and project management of 
Traffic Calming Projects. 
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Student Involvement: Part of WTI’s mission is working with MSU students to help prepare them 
for careers in transportation. WTI may include students as part of the team to assist with items 
such as data collection and analysis, walk audit participation, pop-up project assistance.  
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  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper    

Logo Department Name Agency  Organization Organization Address Information 

 

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

Custer Gallatin National Forest Bozeman Ranger District 
3710 Fallon Street Suite C 
Bozeman, MT 59718 
 

 File Code: 5100 
 Date: March 30, 2022 

 
Dustin Tetrault CFO 
Big Sky Fire Department 
P.O. Box 160382,  
650 Rainbow Trout Run,  
Big Sky, Montana 59716 
 
 
Dear Mr. Tetrault: 
 
The Custer Gallatin National Forest is working with the Big Sky Fire Department in placing an 
advanced fire detection camera system on NFS lands. The Forest supports the project and sees it 
as a public benefit to forest users and the community.  
 
Early detection camera systems have the ability to improve public safety by discovering, locating 
and confirming fire ignitions quickly and accurately. This increased situational awareness also 
allows emergency responders to quickly scale fire responses based on changing circumstances, 
aid evacuation planning efforts, and communicate in real time.   Big Sky Fire will provide the 
hardware and software support as well as any maintenance. The Custer Gallatin National Forest 
is working with Big Sky Fire Department to locate and permit the use.  
 
We look forward to advancing and continuing our partnership. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
  
COREY R LEWELLEN 
District Ranger 
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PARTNERSHIPS WITH THE BSSHA 

At this time, the BSSHA has an informal partnership with the Big Sky Community Organization in which 
the BSSHA utilizes some of the BSCO’s employees to perform some of the BSSHA’s functions.  We pay 
the BSCO for the use of these employees.   Part of our goal is to train BSCO personnel in the operation of 
our seasonal ice rink in the Town Center so that we can make a seamless transition if, as anticipated, 
there is a merger or similar relationship between the BSCO and BSSHA.  

BSSHA’s partnership with the BSCO seems likely to be formalized soon.   Both parties have agreed upon 
the terms of a letter of intent which will form the basis for the BSCO to acquire the assets of the BSSHA 
and take over its operations.   This cannot happen, however, until there is a formal contract, with 
language approved by both organizations, and the agreement is approved by the Montana Attorney 
General.   

The parties have agreed (as reflected by the Letter of Intent) that the Big Sky Skating and Hockey 
Association, Inc. will continue to exist as a separate entity after the BSCO takes over the BSSHA’s assets, 
although it will be controlled by the BSCO.  This is because the parties agree that the BSSHA, as a 
501(c)(3) could become a useful vehicle for fundraising which will support the BSCO’s operation of the 
ice rink and its programs.   The parties agree that all money the BSSHA receives from Resort Tax after 
shall be turned over to the BSCO to use in the operations it has taken over from the BSSHA.   
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March 25, 2022 
 
 
Big Sky Resort Area District 
11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204 
P.O. Box 160661 
Big Sky, MT 59716 
 
 
As a representative of Boyne Resorts, Inc. in Big Sky Montana, I wish to express our support of and 
intent to partner with the Big Sky Owners' Association in their Little Coyote Pond and West Fork River 
Restoration project.  
 
As adjacent property owners, Boyne Resorts, Big Sky is acutely aware of the problems presented by the 
instream ponds constructed many years ago. Restoring the West Fork to a natural flow will provide a 
restored fishery in the West Fork and prevent the discharge of accumulated sediment held within the 
existing instream Little Coyote Pond during extreme runoff conditions. 

Additionally, the separation of the Little Coyote Pond from the West Fork streamflow will allow the 
development of the pond to provide an improved recreational fishery and other recreational 
opportunities, as well as fish education opportunities for area visitors and Big Sky residents. 
Development of the pond is not possible while it remains instream. 
 
As a partner on this project, we intend to allow the BSOA’s use of Boyne property on the Big Sky Golf 
Course for site access during construction and monitoring, and for placement of dredged sediments from 
the pond onto Boyne property. BSOA and Boyne are currently in the process of formalizing a 
Memorandum of Understanding.  
 
This project is a unique opportunity to restore a natural fishery of the West Fork River, as well as 
provide the Big Sky community with a recreational and fishing pond near the Community Park. Boyne 
Resorts urges you to favorably consider funding the Big Sky Owner's Association project proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brian Wheeler 
 
Brian Wheeler 
Vice President of Real Estate and Development | Big Sky Resort 
50 Big Sky Resort Road | PO Box 160001 | Big Sky, MT 59716 
(D) 406-995-5775 | (C) 406-539-4215  
www.bigskyresort.com  
 
The Biggest Skiing in America® | Basecamp to Yellowstone | Best Mountain Meetings 
 
L I V E   B I G  
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P.O. Box 200701 
Helena, MT  59620-0701 
(406) 444-2432 
FAX: (406) 444-4952 
 
February 10, 2022 
 
Suzan Scott 
Bis Sky Owners Association 
 

Dear Suzan: 

Congratulations! Your application to the Community Pond Program proposing to restore Little Coyote Pond and 
the West Fork Gallatin was approved for $42,000. Program funding will be available for a period of up to three 
years from the approval date of 2/10/2022. Work must be performed in the manner described in the 
Community Pond application and you are expected to provide additional funds from various sources towards 
completion of the project. 

In the coming weeks, I will finalize a project funding agreement for you to review and sign. I also require 
documentation of environmental compliance before construction begins. To help you through the process, I am 
attaching a Grant Recipient file with instructions and helpful templates. Applicants are typically responsible for 
completing an environmental assessment, but I am here to help if needed. 

Ten percent of the grant award will be withheld until the project is completed. I request that you send me 
before and after photographs of the completed project as well.  

Thank you for your efforts and I look forward to seeing a successfully completed project. Please let me know if 
you have questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michelle McGree 
Habitat Bureau, Fisheries Division 
mmcgree@mt.gov 
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PO Box 160670 

561 Little Coyote Road 

Big Sky, MT 59716 

T 406.995.2660 ⚫ F 406.995.3053 

OFFICE@WSD363.COM ⚫  WWW.WSD363.COM 

March 28, 2022 

 

Suzan Scott VIA EMAIL ONLY 
Executive Director suzan@bigskyoa.org 
Big Sky Owners Association 
 

RE: BSRAD support letter 

Dear Suzan, 

On behalf of the Big Sky County Water and Sewer District we look forward to continuing 
our long-standing collaborative work with the BSOA on the Little Coyote Pond project.  
We have been working on this project since 2006.   

Our work led to a 2015 Memorandum of Understanding between the District and the 
BSOA states our respective commitments and cooperation for water rights to take the 
pond off channel.  There is no expiration term on the execution of the project, so it is still 
valid and remains a living document.  

The BSOA also assisted the District with engineering and water right consultants as well 
as funding for the completion of our DNRC application as described in the MOU.  This 
process took a couple of years and was successfully completed. 

The next step is the pond dredging and moving the Little Coyote Pond off channel.  The 
District has been very supportive of the project because we have an intake on the south 
side of the pond.  This intake allows us to pump water from the pond to the Meadow 
Village golf course.  This will eventually fill up with sediment if nothing is done. 

Sincerely, 

 

BIG SKY COUNTY WATER & SEWER DISTRICT 

 
 
________________________________________ 
Ron Edwards 
General Manager 
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       406.993.2112   |   www.bscomt.org   |   32 Town Center Ave. Unit B1   |   PO Box 161404   |   Big Sky, MT 59716 
 

 
January 31, 2022 

 
 
 

Dear Community Pond Review Panel, 
 

As a representative of the Big Sky Community Organization in Big Sky, Montana, I wish to express 
our initial support for the Big Sky Owners' Association's proposal to restore the free flow of the West 
Fork of the Gallatin River and separation of the Little Coyote Pond. As BSCO property is located directly 
downstream of the project location, we would like to learn more about the details of the project as they 
are developed and potential effects to our downstream reach. BSCO is also a close partner with the 
Gallatin River Task Force, and we would like to attend the presentation they have requested to learn more 
the project details and how it can dovetail into larger environmental initiatives of the community. 

 
As adjacent property owners, the Big Sky Community Organization is acutely aware of the problems 

presented by the instream ponds constructed many years ago. Restoring the West Fork to a natural flow 
will provide a restored fishery in the West Fork and prevent the discharge of accumulated sediment held 
within the existing instream ponds during extreme runoff conditions, directly affecting the downstream 
reaches, including the immediately adjacent Community Park.  

The separation of the Little Coyote Pond from the West Fork streamflow will allow the development 
of the pond to provide an improved recreational fishery and other recreational opportunities, as well as 
fish education opportunities for area visitors and Big Sky residents. Development of the pond is not 
possible while it remains instream. 

This project is opportunity to restore a natural fishery, by enhancing the fisheries of the West Fork River as 
well as provide the Big Sky community with a recreational pond near the Community Park.   The Big Sky Community 
Organization supports the improvement of our community water resources and hopes for the approval of 
Big Sky Owner's Association project proposal. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Whitney H. Montgomery 
Chief Executive Officer 
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1111 Research Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 | (406) 586-5522 x3614 | yccf@yellowstoneclub.com 

 Board of Directors 
 
Sam Byrne 
President 

 
Loren Bough 
Vice President 
 
Charlie Callander 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Joanie Hall 
 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Andrew McEntire 
 
Melinda Reed 
 
Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

March 28, 2022 
 
 
To:                       Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:              Partner Letter of Support for Big Sky School District 
 
 

To the Resort Tax Board members: 
 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation is supportive of Big Sky School District’s 
proactive efforts to provide quality early childhood learning for Big Sky youth. Montana 
is one of only six states that does not offer public pre-Kindergarten for four-year-olds, 
and working families struggle to find and afford safe, quality childcare options. Within 
Big Sky, there are over 30 families on a waitlist for the only childcare center in Big Sky, 
Morningstar Learning Center, which is currently only operating 4 days per week due to 
staffing shortages. For these reasons, YCCF intends to match funds, up to $55,000, to 
support the district’s pilot program for early enrollment Kindergarten for 3 and 4 year-
olds.  
 
Please reach out with any questions. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 

Ruthi Solari 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (707) 206-8993 
ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com 
 

 
 
 
 

Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 47 of 221

mailto:ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com


 
 
12/13/2021 
 
To the Big Sky School District Board: 
 
As the Executive Director of Morningstar Learning Center, I am writing this letter in support of a new Pre-K at Big 
Sky School District (BSSD). My board and I are very excited about this opportunity to increase the availability of 
quality, affordable early learning for Big Sky families. In our view, having a Pre-K at BSSD would benefit both 
Morningstar and the community at large in the following ways: 

- Capacity: Morningstar is currently at capacity, with a waitlist for families to enroll. As our town grows, 
we are seeing an increasing demand that we cannot fill, particularly in the winters and summers, due to 
physical space and staffing limitations. Increasing the number of Pre-K spots available in the community 
would open up spots for younger children to attend Morningstar, currently the only provider of care for 
children ages six months to two years.  

- Cost: As a state-funded district, BSSD can increase affordability for families by offering a free program. 
Given the high cost of living and resulting high cost of attending Morningstar, this has a tangible benefit 
for families. Further, if some of Morningstar’s Pre-K-aged children who qualify for tuition assistance 
were to attend BSSD, that would enable us to redirect those funds towards other families in need. 

- Community Partnerships: Morningstar and BSSD teachers already work together as children prepare to 
transition to Kindergarten. Having two Pre-K programs could further cement our partnership as we 
would want to continue these transition efforts, share resources and best practices, and ensure that the 
enrollment process into Pre-K was fair and transparent for both programs, managed in a way that 
ensures affordable, high-quality options for all families. 

- Choice: In recent years, Big Sky’s population has diversified in many exciting ways. More and different 
people also means more and different needs, and Morningstar cannot and should not meet them all. 
Offering another enrollment option for families (who may want a shorter day and/or academic year) 
would enable all of the Pre-K programs to specialize in their offerings and provide families with the 
educational choices they deserve.  

 
While I am very enthusiastic about BSSD’s potential to offer Pre-K for the above reasons, I am also aware of the 
potential conflicts. Of course there will likely be competition for staffing, particularly in the current job market, 
and there may be a perception that we would regret having competition for students. However, I must reiterate 
the above points regarding why Big Sky needs more options for early learning – more seats and more choice. 
 
Morningstar will continue to face staffing challenges with or without another Pre-K classroom until certain pain 
points such as cost of living and availability of housing are mitigated. Our teachers, admin team, board, and I 
work hard every day to provide an excellent program at MLC that people can be proud to choose because it best 
fits their needs. We welcome another option out of support for this community, which has growing needs that 
we are not able to fully meet. 
 
Thank you for your time, 

 
Mariel Butan 
Executive Director, Morningstar Learning Center 
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March 8, 2022

Dear Resort Tax Board

The Western Transportation Institute (WTI) has been managing the GoGallatin
platform since 2018, and during that time has been working on growing
partnerships and collaborations within the Gallatin Valley and beyond. WTI is
currently partnering with Big Sky SNO to run the “One Less Car” incentive
program. The goal of the pilot project is to see the community response as well as
the overall redemption rate on incentives.

By leveraging funding from BSRAD, WTI can utilize Federal SURTCOM
funding dollars to offset the staff time required for program management of the
GoGallatin platform. For this proposal and programmatic partnership, WTI staff
will be the GoGallatin program manager, operating the platform. This includes,
but is not limited to:

a. Day to day management of the GoGallatin platform
b. Working with local business to build and manage organization specific

networks
c. Social Media and marketing outreach for the GoGallatin platform and

programs
d. Development of sustainable funding sources through municipalities,

grants, and other funding sources
e. Challenge, incentive, and reward program development and

management
f. Assistance with other Big Sky SNO related transportation work in Big

Sky and beyond.
g. The connection point between platform users and RideAmigos

WTI staff look forward to the opportunity to partner with Big Sky SNO and work
on increase multi-modal transportation options for residents, tourists, and workers
in the Big Sky area.

Sincerely

Matthew Madsen MPH, CHES
Research Associate
Western Transportation Institute
Montana State University
(406)-994-2461
matthew.madsen@montana.edu
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March 22, 2022

Dear Big Sky Resort Area Tax Board,

We, at the Hungry Moose, pride ourselves in being leaders in
sustainability and community support. The Hungry Moose wholeheartedly
supports the carpool incentive program put on by SNO and Go Gallatin. We
support this sustainable transportation initiative because we believe in
maintaining a Big Sky that is enjoyable to all. By reducing the number of drivers
on the road, all facets of our community can benefit. We understand that
changing human behavior can be difficult and this initiative uses past programs
and data to help create an incentive that truly encourages drivers to carpool.
We support this program because we believe it will help Big Sky accommodate
the amazing growth and maintain our amazing community.

We are supporting the initiative by donating $5 of of every $15, in
addition to promoting the event through social media and posters provided by
SNO and Go Gallatin. We chose to offer this support because the benefits to
the entire Gallatin Valley are clear. Big Sky visitors and residents will enjoy a
less congested town center and more available parking. With only one public
way in and out of Big Sky, incentivizing carpooling is necessary to alleviate the
pain points Big Sky has been experiencing with more employees and visitors
than ever driving up from Bozeman. We hope you consider supporting this
initiative, allowing it to grow beyond its pilot program.

Sincerely,

Leigha Bohn
Grocery Department Manager
Hungry Moose Market & Deli
209 Aspen Leaf Dr.
Big Sky, MT 59716
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March 24, 2022

To the Big Sky Resort Area Tax Board,

Due to the significant increase in traffic on HWY-191 in the past few years
specifically, we wanted to express our full support of the Big Sky SNO/Go Gallatin
initiative to incentivize carpooling, and decrease the number of commuting
vehicles on this road. We feel this initiative is important for a few main reasons:

• Safety: It is increasingly difficult to pull out onto this road due to increased
traffic, and causes a lot of unsafe situations. In the winter with bad road conditions
it only exacerbates this issue, with people packed onto these roads way too close
together trying to make it to work on time. Fewer cars = more opportunity for
safety.

• Practicality for Big Sky Labor Force: With labor shortages, cost of living
drastically increasing, and gas prices skyrocketing, it is becoming so problematic
for Big Sky to have enough people in the workforce, because no one can afford to
live or work there. We feel that the carpool incentive will be one small but
important step towards trimming costs and changing habits to aid the Big Sky
workforce.

• Impact on small businesses on HWY 191 between Bozeman/Big Sky: We
hear all the time from customers that even when they want to stop in at The
Coffee Pot, they oftentimes don’t because the traffic is so terrible, and so difficult
to rejoin once they’re finished. Many other business owners along this stretch of
road experience the same thing, and it has no small impact. Fewer cars would
help this issue for certain!

We are supporting this initiative by donating $5 of every $15 gift card in March
that goes towards the successful participants in this incentive program, and
advertising it on social media. It is a worthy and important cause, and one that we
feel strongly should be furthered.

Sincerely,
Kathy & Josh Lockie
Co-Owners at The Coffee Pot Bakery Café
-----------------------------------
info@thecoffeepotbakery.com
406-586-2146
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March 15, 2022

Boz Boswell, AIA
Yellowstone Club
VP of Architecture, Design, and Planning

Dear Resort Tax Board,

Growing up in a small agriculture town in NE Montana, I have always been tied to the land and the
ever changing environment that surrounds it. Much like the changing of the seasons, a person learns
to forecast, plan, and adapt for the future. With the robust growth in Big Sky the time is here and now
to implement change to better our futures and way of life.

Big Sky SNO’s CAP provides a path to that betterment, enabling residents, workforce, and visitors on
a multitude of levels from recycling to alternative energy solutions to be part of the solution. The
implementation of it is essential to the success of Big Sky’s future.

Graduating with a Masters in Architecture at Montana State University and subsequently working in
Big Sky for the entirety of his career, I have seen the community grow first hand and have been
ecstatic to be involved with the Green Energy and Increasing Building Efficiencies focus groups in the
development of the Climate Action Plan.

Meticulous effort was made to ensure this blueprint for the CAP was a grassroots effort that included
basic life changing habits for all to practice ranging through future energy solutions, both independent
and/or grid based with the service provider. With my depth of experience, passion for sustainability,
and drive to make a positive difference, I look forward to joining with others to create a more
sustainable Big Sky by helping SNO implement the CAP and leading the Yellowstone Club
development to work within that framework.

Sincerely,

Boz Boswell
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Gallatin River Task Force
PO Box 160513
Big Sky, MT 59716

March 17, 2022

Dear Resort Tax Board,

I am writing a letter in support of Big Sky SNO seeking BSRAD funding for Climate Action
Plan (CAP) Launch & Implementation.

Our organization has been working closely with SNO over the last few months in drafting Big
Sky’s CAP. They have carefully taken the time to engage many community stakeholders, our
organization included, to ensure that the goals and milestones set for the community are not
only realistic/feasible, but reflect those in the community who will be implementing these
changes by choice.

The Gallatin River Task Force has been participating as a member of the Carbon
Sequestration Working Group for the CAP. During our working group meetings, we have
discussed the importance of water related climate resilience and the need to spark action
towards proactive, coordinated and results-oriented watershed scale projects that address the
risks of climate change. We will continue to serve on the working group, review/comment on
the CAP, and plan to be a key partner in CAP implementation.

SNO’s initiatives and projects to reduce the area’s carbon footprint and work towards net-zero
are critical to long-term sustainability and livability of Big Sky. Without taking these steps to
ensure we are reducing our human impact on the environment, the community’s most
cherished asset-the outdoors- will not continue to thrive.

We are open to supporting this project in other ways that may be determined as
the project evolves.

Sincerely,

Emily O’Connor
Conservation Director

Partnering with our community to lead conservation and inspire stewardship of the Gallatin River Watershed
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March 18, 2022

Dear BSRAD Board,

Four Corners & Full Circle Recycling are pleased to support and work with SNO’s efforts in
applying for funds from BSRAD for 4 projects:

-Town Center & Softball Field Recycling & Composting
-Climate Action Plan Implementation Launch
-Recycling and Composting Education and Outreach
-Waste Composition Assessment

In ongoing support of Big Sky SNO and their Climate Action Plan (CAP) for the Big Sky
Community, Four Corners and Full Circle Recycling will continue to provide recycling service
pickup at the three public recycling bins located in Big Sky: the BSCO softball field, Wilson
Plaza, and Firepit Park. The service schedule is adjusted according to usage based on how
full the bins are and SNO will be billed accordingly.

Four Corners and Full Circle Recycling will also support SNO in their application for Recycling
and Composting Education & Outreach as it behooves our company and streamlines our
processes when less contamination occurs in the recycling. We have worked closely with
SNO in the past to provide educational/tutorial videos for staff orientation at the Resort, YC,
SP & MB and look forward to continuing this partnership to further educate the community.

These efforts are coordinated by SNO with support from Four Corners and Full Circle
Recycling, as well as many other Climate Action Plan participants (over 40) and other
companies in the waste industry. We hope this offers residents, second home owners &
tourists alike a place to feel like they can have a positive impact on our hyper local
environment and our community’s overall carbon footprint and look forward to working with
SNO on these programs.

Sincerely,

Peter Harned
Full Circle Recycling
Owner
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“Full service food waste solutions”

3/11/2022

Dear Resort Tax Board,

In ongoing support of Big Sky SNO and Big Sky’s Climate Action Plan, YES Compost will
provide service to the three public composting bins located in Big Sky; Softball field, Wilson
Plaza, and Firepit Park. The service schedule is adjusted according to usage but  generally
follows a bi-weekly service at the Softball field and Wilson Plaza and a weekly  service at Firepit
Park.

YES also supports and will be partnering with SNO on CAP Implementation, Waste
Composition Assessment, and Composting Outreach & Education. Partaking in the latter
especially at Zero-Waste Events, creating staff educational content & encouraging residents to
partake in curbside composting.

The collected material is processed in our commercial compost facility in Belgrade and turned
into bulk compost and vermicompost (using worms). These composts are returned to customers
throughout Big Sky for use in gardens and potted plants to complete the nutrient cycle and
highlight the value of repurposing this material vs. putting it in the landfill, where copious
amounts of methane are emitted in an oxygen deprived environment.

These efforts are coordinated and billed (TC & Softball Composting) through SNO. We hope to
continue to expand this program and offer food-waste/compostables collection service at
additional public locations throughout Big Sky as well as during public events.

Sincerely,
Karl Johnson
Owner/Operator | YES Compost LLC
406-219-7011 | karl@yescompost.com
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March 21, 2022

Dear Resort Tax Board,

I am writing a letter in support of Big Sky SNO seeking BSRAD grant funding for the Climate
Action Plan (CAP) Launch & Implementation.

Several of my team members from Lone Mountain Land Company (LMLC) and I have been
working closely with SNO over the last few months in drafting Big Sky’s CAP. After years of
community-wide discussions on sustainability, SNO has swiftly and diligently taken the time to
engage and advance a wide array of community stakeholders to establish sustainability goals
and milestones for the community that are both ambitious and practical. This approach and the
progress to date have successfully harnessed the community’s collective motivations, bringing
focus and energy to the initiative to move it forward productively.

With the spectrum of development projects that LMLC oversees, we recognize that working with
SNO is an important part of the CAP’s implementation.

SNO’s efforts to reduce the area’s carbon footprint and work towards net-zero energy are integral
to the long-term sustainability and livability of this community. This approach aims to safeguard
our most cherished asset – the environment in which we live, work, and recreate – for the current
and future generations of Big Sky.

We look forward to continuing to work with SNO as the CAP progresses and are greatly
enthusiastic to see it through implementation.

Sincerely,

Christina Calabrese
Vice President of Design
Lone Mountain Land Company
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March 16, 2022

Big Sky Resort Area District
11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204
P.O. Box 160661
Big Sky, MT 59716

Subject: Big Sky SNO Climate Action Plan Implementation
Support

Dear Resort Tax Board:

If across the globe we did nothing to change our current carbon
emissions, the planet could warm by 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit by
2040. This may seem like a small number, but the changing
climate directly affects the mountain-scape we love.
Increasingly, we are facing unreliable snowpack, shorter winter
seasons, and more extreme weather. Worsening drought
conditions increase the intensity and frequency of wildfires in our
region, posing a great threat to our operations, and team
member health and safety throughout the summer months. This
is why we at Big Sky Resort are advocates for climate action.

At Big Sky Resort, we are committed to improving sustainability
and reaching our ForeverProject goal of Net Zero Carbon
Emissions by 2030. We signed onto the National Ski Area
Associations' Climate Challenge in 2019 to publicly report our
greenhouse gas emissions each year, and take an active role in
advocating for local and national climate change solutions. We
recognize the importance of collaborating within our community
in order to accomplish our ambitious goals.

For the past few months, we have been participating in Big Sky
Sustainability Network Organization's (SNO) Climate Action Plan
development. We are grateful for the opportunities to meet with
other key community stakeholders to discuss areas that affect
our business operations and team member well-being, and work
together to develop sustainable solutions. We are approaching
the topics of waste diversion, green energy supply, building
efficiencies, carbon sequestration, and transportation with a
strong foundation of data. We are confident the finalized Climate
Action Plan (CAP) will identify issue areas that our community
should prioritize, and we will use these recommendations to help
inform our ForeverProject short-term and long-term planning
and sustainability goals.

We look forward to the implementation of impactful and feasible
solutions to reduce emissions and improve sustainability in the
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Big Sky community. We will continue to offer Big Sky SNO
operational support, helping to educate and support community
initiatives for a more environmentally, socially and economically
sustainable future.

Big Sky community members and businesses alike should be
eager for our community to become a leader in the emerging
clean energy economy. The urgency of addressing climate
change is too great to miss this opportunity. We ask that you
support Big Sky SNO's proposal for funding for the launch of CAP
implementation.
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John B. Bushnell
Manager, Sustainability
NorthWestern Energy

March 28, 2022

Dear Resort Tax Board,

I am writing this letter in support of Big Sky SNO seeking BSRAD grant funding for
their  Climate Action Plan (CAP) Launch & Implementation.

Our organization has been working with SNO over the last few months in drafting Big
Sky’s  CAP. They have carefully taken the time to engage many community
stakeholders and  service providers such as NorthWestern Energy.

As you are probably aware, NorthWestern provides critical energy infrastructure and
electricity to the greater Big Sky area. Our interests in the CAP intersect primarily with
the  green power and energy conservation issues. Our other areas of interest include
resiliency  and reliability, affordability and fire mitigation.

It is our understanding that SNO’s initiatives are aimed at reducing the area’s carbon
footprint with a goal of working towards net-zero carbon emissions. NorthWestern has
committed to net-zero carbon emissions by 2050, and we look forward to working with
SNO  as the CAP evolves.

Sincerely,

John B. Bushnell
Manager, Sustainability
john.bushnell@northwestern.com
O 406-443-8923
C 406-459-2941
208 N. Montana Ave I Helena, MT 59601
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Dear Board Members of BSRAD,

I am writing a letter in support of Big Sky SNO seeking BSRAD grant funding for Recycling &
Composting Education and Outreach as we work with SNO on zero-waste events in the
community.

We at Outlaw Partners have been working closely with SNO over the last 2 years year on zero-
waste event efforts as a part of the focus of reducing consumption & waste in their greater
Climate Action Plan (CAP). SNO has carefully taken the time to engage many community
stakeholders, our organization included, to ensure that our events create an educational space
for participants to understand how to recycle and compost in Gallatin County. Without their
support, volunteers, and efforts, landfill diversion would not be as successful.

Outlaw Partners has been instrumental in coordinating and instigating the zero-waste event
concept with The Biggest Week in Big Sky including the Big Sky Rodeo, Big Sky PBR, Street
Dance, Community Day, Bingo Night, in the winter season with TEDxBigSky and Big Sky
Winterfest. Without the support and help of SNO, Outlaw Partners would not be able to manage
all the work that goes into a zero-waste event. It is the goal of the Big Sky Community to be a
world class resort town and in order to accomplish this, we must be leaders in conservation and
sustainability. The work that SNO is doing is extremely important to this mission. BSRAD must
recognize the importance of this organization and like organizations which support conservation
and sustainability. With the increase in tourism and the waste that is created, Big Sky has a
huge opportunity to be an example of a fully sustainable community which recognizes the
importance of doing its part to help save our environment.

SNO’s initiatives and projects to reduce the area’s carbon footprint and work towards net-zero
are critical to long-term sustainability and livability of Big Sky. Without taking these steps to
ensure we are reducing our human impact on the environment, the community’s most cherished
asset-the outdoors- will not continue to thrive.

We are open to supporting this project in other ways that may be determined as the project
evolves.

Sincerely,

Ennion Williams
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March 17, 2022

Dear Big Sky Resort Area Tax Board,

We support Big Sky Sustainable Network Organization’s Recycling & Composting Education
and Outreach to facilitate greener, ZERO Waste events. Locals and guests greatly appreciate
the opportunity to live their values by recycling and composting at events. Education is critical to
avoid confusion, ensure a positive green experience, and make the behind-the-scenes efforts
more effective and sustainable.

To achieve this, it is essential programs like SNO continue and grow. The evolution of
sustainability and recycling is continuous and often muddled with commercial issues like green
washing. Customers are often confused by what is compostable, biodegradable, or recyclable
as packaging messages vary. Programs such as SNO help to educate and guide individuals to a
more sustainable future. As a key point, the positive environmental impact that SNO's innovative
water stations and compostable cups brought to local events are immeasurable in communities.

Professionally, I have been involved with recycling for two decades including large recycling
efforts such as the National Folk Festival in Butte and Red Ants Pants in White Sulphur Springs.
Starting in 2019, Outlaw Productions hired 406 Recycling to help reduce waste at Peak to Sky
and the PBR Rodeo. We were able to divert more than 1,800 pounds of material from the
landfill. Expanded partnerships with YES Compost and SNO facilitated an even more successful
diversion of materials in the summer of 2021. YES and 406 Recycling also provided ZERO
Waste services to the weekly Farmers Market and Music in the Mountains events. These events
would have been more effective with education and outreach by SNO.

SNO is an invaluable community partner with persons from around the state and world. The
model programs they support have tangible success in helping our programs be effective and
ensuring individuals can live their values of conservation while enjoying the great state of
Montana. 406 Recycling strongly supports SNO's proposal and looks forward to a greener, more
sustainable series of summer events thanks to BSRAD's support for the critical effort.
Sincerely,

Matt Elsaesser, Owner
406 Recycling
406.449.6008
Contact@406Recycling.com
P.O. Box 321
Helena, MT 59624
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March 28, 2022

To whom it may concern;

I am writing a letter in support of Big Sky SNO seeking BSRAD grant funding for Recycling &
Composting Education and Outreach as we work with SNO on staff composting & recycling
education, membership composting outreach &  zero-waste events in the community. 

Spanish Peaks Mountain Club has been working closely with SNO over the last year on
zero-waste event efforts as a part of the focus of reducing consumption & waste in their greater
Climate Action Plan (CAP). They have carefully taken the time to engage many community
stakeholders, our organization included, to ensure that our events create an educational space
for participants to understand how to recycle and compost in Gallatin County. With their help we
hosted our first zero-waste event with great success on property on March 24 of this year,
diverting most of our waste from the landfill. Without their support, volunteers, and efforts,
landfill diversion would not be as successful.

SNO also coordinated with Full Circle Recycling & YES Compost to create short, informative
staff training videos on how to correctly recycle & compost in Gallatin County. We hope with this
grant we can further educate our back of house, and eventually our members and guests, to
divert as much as possible from the landfill. With educational videos, materials and community
presence, constant contact and reminders of this information make SNO’s efforts most
impactful.

As Spanish Peaks Mountain Club is one of the bigger businesses in the area, it is very
important to us to work with an organization that focuses on initiatives and projects to reduce
Big Sky’s carbon footprint and work towards net-zero are critical to long-term sustainability and
livability of Big Sky. We will continue to support SNO, their projects, and their efforts.

Sincerely,

Carrie Chapin

CARRIE CHAPIN | Senior Director of Food and Beverage
Spanish Peaks Mountain Club
181 Clubhouse Fork
PO Box 160729
Big Sky Montana 59716
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“Full service food waste solutions”

3/11/2022

Dear Resort Tax Board,

In ongoing support of Big Sky SNO and Big Sky’s Climate Action Plan, YES Compost will
provide service to the three public composting bins located in Big Sky; Softball field, Wilson
Plaza, and Firepit Park. The service schedule is adjusted according to usage but  generally
follows a bi-weekly service at the Softball field and Wilson Plaza and a weekly service at
Firepit Park.

YES also supports and will be partnering with SNO on CAP Implementation, Waste
Composition Assessment, and Composting Outreach & Education. Partaking in the latter
especially at Zero-Waste Events, creating staff educational content & encouraging residents to
partake in curbside composting.

The collected material is processed in our commercial compost facility in Belgrade and turned
into bulk compost and vermicompost (using worms). These composts are returned to customers
throughout Big Sky for use in gardens and potted plants to complete the nutrient cycle and
highlight the value of repurposing this material vs. putting it in the landfill, where copious
amounts of methane are emitted in an oxygen deprived environment.

These efforts are coordinated and billed (TC & Softball Composting) through SNO. We hope
to continue to expand this program and offer food-waste/compostables collection service at
additional public locations throughout Big Sky as well as during public events.

Sincerely,
Karl Johnson
Owner/Operator | YES Compost LLC
406-219-7011 | karl@yescompost.com

Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 63 of 221



March 18, 2022

Dear BSRAD Board,

Four Corners & Full Circle Recycling are pleased to support and work with SNO’s efforts in
applying for funds from BSRAD for 4 projects:

-Town Center & Softball Field Recycling & Composting
-Climate Action Plan Implementation Launch
-Recycling and Composting Education and Outreach
-Waste Composition Assessment

In ongoing support of Big Sky SNO and their Climate Action Plan (CAP) for the Big Sky
Community, Four Corners and Full Circle Recycling will continue to provide recycling service
pickup at the three public recycling bins located in Big Sky: the BSCO softball field, Wilson
Plaza, and Firepit Park. The service schedule is adjusted according to usage based on how
full the bins are and SNO will be billed accordingly.

Four Corners and Full Circle Recycling will also support SNO in their application for
Recycling and Composting Education & Outreach as it behooves our company and
streamlines our processes when less contamination occurs in the recycling. We have worked
closely with SNO in the past to provide educational/tutorial videos for staff orientation at the
Resort, YC, SP & MB and look forward to continuing this partnership to further educate the
community.

These efforts are coordinated by SNO with support from Four Corners and Full Circle
Recycling, as well as many other Climate Action Plan participants (over 40) and other
companies in the waste industry. We hope this offers residents, second home owners &
tourists alike a place to feel like they can have a positive impact on our hyper local
environment and our community’s overall carbon footprint and look forward to working with
SNO on these programs.

Sincerely,

Peter Harned
Full Circle Recycling
Owner
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March 18, 2022

Dear BSRAD Board,

Four Corners & Full Circle Recycling are pleased to support and work with SNO’s efforts in
applying for funds from BSRAD for 4 projects:

-Town Center & Softball Field Recycling & Composting
-Climate Action Plan Implementation Launch
-Recycling and Composting Education and Outreach
-Waste Composition Assessment

In ongoing support of Big Sky SNO and their Climate Action Plan (CAP) for the Big Sky
Community, Four Corners and Full Circle Recycling will continue to provide recycling service
pickup at the three public recycling bins located in Big Sky: the BSCO softball field, Wilson
Plaza, and Firepit Park. The service schedule is adjusted according to usage based on how
full the bins are and SNO will be billed accordingly.

Four Corners and Full Circle Recycling will also support SNO in their application for
Recycling and Composting Education & Outreach as it behooves our company and
streamlines our processes when less contamination occurs in the recycling. We have worked
closely with SNO in the past to provide educational/tutorial videos for staff orientation at the
Resort, YC, SP & MB and look forward to continuing this partnership to further educate the
community.

These efforts are coordinated by SNO with support from Four Corners and Full Circle
Recycling, as well as many other Climate Action Plan participants (over 40) and other
companies in the waste industry. We hope this offers residents, second home owners &
tourists alike a place to feel like they can have a positive impact on our hyper local
environment and our community’s overall carbon footprint and look forward to working with
SNO on these programs.

Sincerely,

Peter Harned
Full Circle Recycling
Owner
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“Full service food waste solutions”

3/11/2022

Dear Resort Tax Board,

In ongoing support of Big Sky SNO and Big Sky’s Climate Action Plan, YES Compost will
provide service to the three public composting bins located in Big Sky; Softball field,  Wilson
Plaza, and Firepit Park. The service schedule is adjusted according to usage but  generally
follows a bi-weekly service at the Softball field and Wilson Plaza and a weekly  service at
Firepit Park.

YES also supports and will be partnering with SNO on CAP Implementation, Waste
Composition Assessment, and Composting Outreach & Education. Partaking in the latter
especially at Zero-Waste Events, creating staff educational content & encouraging residents to
partake in curbside composting.

The collected material is processed in our commercial compost facility in Belgrade and turned
into bulk compost and vermicompost (using worms). These composts are returned to customers
throughout Big Sky for use in gardens and potted plants to complete the nutrient cycle and
highlight the value of repurposing this material vs. putting it in the landfill, where copious
amounts of methane are emitted in an oxygen deprived environment.

These efforts are coordinated and billed (TC & Softball Composting) through SNO. We hope
to continue to expand this program and offer food-waste/compostables collection service at
additional public locations throughout Big Sky as well as during public events.

Sincerely,
Karl Johnson
Owner/Operator | YES Compost LLC
406-219-7011 | karl@yescompost.com
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March 16, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing a letter in support of Big Sky SNO seeking funding to conduct a community
waste audit for Big Sky.

Knowing exactly what is in Big Sky’s municipal solid waste stream will help the community
identify what types of waste are being generated and it will highlight opportunities to
reduce landfill waste through reducing, re-using and recycling. As a company that provides
garbage service throughout Big Sky, we can anecdotally say that plenty of recyclable
materials get thrown away every day. Diverting those materials from the landfill has
measurable environmental benefits and it also generates revenue and jobs for local
recycling businesses (including Republic Services and Four Corners Recycling).

Republic Services can provide support for a community waste audit in the following ways:

-Donation of in-kind garbage hauling services needed to conduct the project (providing
garbage dumpsters and hauling full dumpsters to the landfill after the waste is
audited).
-Supplying personal protective equipment for waste audit staff to borrow and wear,
including high-visibility vests and safety glasses.
-Lending our community event tents to SNO to use to conduct the waste audits, if audits are
conducted outside.
-Educating audit staff on what materials can and cannot be recycled in Big Sky.
-Providing planning-related information, including our commercial and residential garbage
truck collection days and routes.

We are open to supporting this project in other ways that may be determined as the project
evolves.

Waste composition studies have been successfully performed in many communities
throughout the U.S. and world. They are a great way to gather data to inform future waste
management priorities and decisions. We support Big Sky’s efforts to conduct this study and
we look forward to being involved.

Best Regards,

Alexis Alloway
Municipal Contract Administrator

8600 Huffine Ln
Bozeman MT 59718
e aalloway@republicservices.com
o (406) 579-2205
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March 18, 2022

Dear BSRAD Board,

Four Corners & Full Circle Recycling are pleased to support and work with SNO’s efforts in applying
for funds from BSRAD for 4 projects:

-Town Center & Softball Field Recycling & Composting
-Climate Action Plan Implementation Launch
-Recycling and Composting Education and Outreach
-Waste Composition Assessment

In ongoing support of Big Sky SNO and their Climate Action Plan (CAP) for the Big Sky Community,
Four Corners and Full Circle Recycling will continue to provide recycling service pickup at the three
public recycling bins located in Big Sky: the BSCO softball field, Wilson Plaza, and Firepit Park. The
service schedule is adjusted according to usage based on how full the bins are and SNO will be
billed accordingly.

Four Corners and Full Circle Recycling will also support SNO in their application for Recycling and
Composting Education & Outreach as it behooves our company and streamlines our processes
when less contamination occurs in the recycling. We have worked closely with SNO in the past to
provide educational/tutorial videos for staff orientation at the Resort, YC, SP & MB and look forward
to continuing this partnership to further educate the community.

These efforts are coordinated by SNO with support from Four Corners and Full Circle Recycling,
as well as many other Climate Action Plan participants (over 40) and other companies in the waste
industry. We hope this offers residents, second home owners & tourists alike a place to feel like
they can have a positive impact on our hyper local environment and our community’s overall
carbon footprint and look forward to working with SNO on these programs.

Sincerely,

Peter Harned
Full Circle Recycling
Owner

Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 68 of 221



“Full service food waste solutions”

3/11/2022

Dear Resort Tax Board,

In ongoing support of Big Sky SNO and Big Sky’s Climate Action Plan, YES Compost will  provide
service to the three public composting bins located in Big Sky; Softball field, Wilson Plaza, and
Firepit Park. The service schedule is adjusted according to usage but  generally follows a bi-weekly
service at the Softball field and Wilson Plaza and a weekly  service at Firepit Park.

YES also supports and will be partnering with SNO on CAP Implementation, Waste Composition
Assessment, and Composting Outreach & Education. Partaking in the latter especially at Zero-Waste
Events, creating staff educational content & encouraging residents to partake in curbside
composting.

The collected material is processed in our commercial compost facility in Belgrade and turned into
bulk compost and vermicompost (using worms). These composts are returned to customers
throughout Big Sky for use in gardens and potted plants to complete the nutrient cycle and highlight
the value of repurposing this material vs. putting it in the landfill, where copious amounts of methane
are emitted in an oxygen deprived environment.

These efforts are coordinated and billed (TC & Softball Composting) through SNO. We hope to
continue to expand this program and offer food-waste/compostables collection service at additional
public locations throughout Big Sky as well as during public events.

Sincerely,
Karl Johnson
Owner/Operator | YES Compost LLC
406-219-7011 | karl@yescompost.com
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March 28, 2022 
 
 
 
Mr. Daniel Bierschwale, Executive Director 
Big Sky Resort Area District 
P.O. Box 160661 
Big Sky, MT 59716 
 
Via email 
 
Dear Danny, 
 
I’m writing to support our partnership with the Big Sky Chamber of Commerce, as we 
are supporting their request for FY23 Resort Tax Funds.  
 
The Big Sky Chamber of Commerce and the Big Sky Transportation District are 
partnering to maintain the new bus stops that will be placed at approximately 55 Lone 
Peak Trail (near the Conoco on both sides of MT64). These new additions to our bus 
stops will be maintained by an agreement between the two organizations.   
 
The funds that the Big Sky Chamber of Commerce is requesting is to remove snow and 
perform regular maintenance so that our passengers are safe and have the best 
experience possible.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this support or our partnership 
with the Big Sky Chamber of Commerce. You can reach me directly at 406-994-7526 or 
by email: dkack@montana.edu 
 
We appreciate our ongoing support from the Big Sky Resort Area District, and our 
opportunity to partner with the Big Sky Chamber of Commerce.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
David Kack, Coordinator 
Big Sky Transportation District 
 
C: Brad Niva, Big Sky Chamber of Commerce 

Skyline 
PO Box 161104 
Big Sky, MT  59716 
 

406-995-6287  
 

Website: www.skylinebus.com 
E-mail: info@skylinebus.com 
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Clean Recreation Project 

 

Project Partner Letters 
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United States 

Department of 

Agriculture 

Forest 

Service 

Custer Gallatin National Forest Bozeman Ranger District 

3710 Fallon St., Suite C 

Bozeman, MT 59718 

406-522-2520 

 

  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper  

File Code: 2900 

Date: March 21, 2022 

 

Big Sky Resort Tax District Board 

11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204 

P.O. Box 160661 

Big Sky, MT 59716 

  

Re: Letter of support for Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance   
 

Dear Members of the Board, 

 

I am writing to express strong support of the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance 2022 Big Sky 

Resort Tax Application.  The Bozeman Ranger District of the Custer Gallatin National Forest 

(CGNF) and the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) have worked in partnership on various 

important projects benefiting public lands. This partnership has allowed us to implement 

recreational signage, educate the public on the health of public lands, improve stewardship of 

adjacent private lands, and the monitoring and management of invasive species for important 

habitats on National Forest System lands. 

  

Continued funding through the Big Sky Resort Tax will allow our partnership to undertake some 

important projects addressing invasive species management. These projects include: 

 

1. Clean Recreation Project:  The CGNF recognized that educating the public about clean 

recreation practices is key to preventing the establishment and spread of invasive species. We 

are partners with the GISA on signage to do just that. We support the effort, as education and 

prevention is key to protecting our natural resources and has a positive impact on public lands.  

 

2. Community Education & Collaboration Project: The CGNF is an education trailer partner 

and funder. This trailer will be a highly visible attractant that will inform the public about our 

natural resources and wildlife habitat, inspire appreciation for them, and demonstrate ways to 

mitigate impacts. Educating the public serves to protect natural resources on public lands. 

 

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  Active stewardship by private landowners directly impacts 

adjacent public lands, which is why the CGNF is a partner on this project. When the GISA 

conducts site visits, conditions on public lands adjacent to private lands being inspected are 

relayed to us. We then partner with GISA to address if needed.  

 

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  The CGNF works with the Alliance to manage 

invasive species via the Bighorn Winter Range Treatment & Conserve Our Canyon Project. We 

work cooperatively to identify treatment areas, plan and execute treatment. The GISA serves as 

eyes on the ground, providing invasive species monitoring information. Finally, we partner with 
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GISA for the annual Gallatin River Weed Pull. Located on public lands, the removal of noxious 

weeds improves wildlife habitat, benefits native plants, and enhances water quality.  

Conservation work employed by partner organizations, such as the GISA, is of great benefit to the 

Custer Gallatin National Forest and benefits public lands. I am excited about our partnership with 

and the improvements we have made to public lands as it relates to eradication of invasive species 

and educating the public. The Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance’s considerable experience 

providing invasive species education, habitat monitoring, and management is a valuable 

contribution to conservation efforts on the Custer Gallatin National Forest. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

COREY R LEWELLEN 

District Ranger 
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Gallatin County Weed District 

903 North Black 

Bozeman, MT  59715 

406.582.3265 

weeddistrict@gallatin.mt.gov 

www.gallatin.mt.gov 
 

 

 

To:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 

 

The Gallatin County Weed District (District) and the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (Alliance) have 

had a strong partnership since 2008.  The rapid population growth, record visitation and explosive 

development that Gallatin County is experiencing have all created ideal conditions for invasive species 

introduction, establishment, and expansion.  The need for increased awareness, monitoring and 

management of invasive species has never been greater in Gallatin County.  The District considers the 

Alliance to be an extension of our education efforts.  We fully support and assist the Alliance with their 

mission of working to protect natural resources from the threats of invasive species through a variety 

of projects, including:  

 

Clean Recreation:  The District recognizes that educating the public about clean recreation practices 

is key to preventing the introduction, establishment and spread of invasive species. We are partners 

with the Alliance on a robust signage and media campaign that promotes Play Clean Go and Clean Drain 

Dry messages.  The District has assisted the Alliance in obtaining grant funding and have provided 

logistical support for the campaign, and we will continue these partnership efforts in the future. 

 

Community Education & Collaboration: The District and the Alliance partner for many youth 

and adult educational events in Gallatin County, including the Gallatin County Farm Fair, Ophir 

School Field Trip, Big Sky kids’ camps, and many others. The District provides teaching assistance 

and educational materials for these events.  The District is also partnering with the Alliance on the 

education trailer by providing some funding and helping with planning and development.  This trailer 

will serve as a mobile classroom and office, and will have highly visible messaging on the exterior that 

promotes awareness of invasive species to all who see it.   

 

Crail Gardens:  The District has supported the Alliance’s work associated with the native 

demonstration garden, including construction, maintenance, and educational programming.  This 

garden has shown residents the beauty and importance of native plants in a healthy ecosystem and 
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has highlighted what will be lost if invasive species are not managed.  We have assisted with raising 

funds to build and maintain the garden, and participate in educational events at the garden whenever 

possible.  

 

Landowner Stewardship:  Assisting private landowners is one of the core missions for both the 

District and the Alliance. Managing invasive species is something that all landowners have a moral, 

ethical and legal obligation to do, but not all know where to start.  Providing education to landowners 

is critical to achieving success in the large scale management of invasive species.  The District 

provides the Alliance with educational materials, a list of commercial applicators, technical advice, 

and landowner referrals. The District also provides logistical support (including herbicide, sprayers 

and people) for the Alliance’s HOA project.  

 

Wildlife Habitat Conservation:  The District works with the Alliance to manage invasive species 

for the benefit of wildlife on the Bighorn Winter Range Treatment & Conserve Our Canyon Projects. 

We work cooperatively to identify treatment areas, create management plans, and execute treatment 

efforts.  The District provides herbicide, sprayers and people for these projects. The Alliance serves as 

eyes on the ground, providing invasive species monitoring information and reporting when and where 

new invaders are found. Finally, we partner with the Alliance on community weed pulls by providing 

supplies and manpower for the efforts.  

 

The partnership between the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance and the Gallatin County Weed District 

is mutually beneficial and greatly enhances overall invasive species management in Gallatin County.  

 

Sincerely,  

Michael Jones  

Gallatin County Weed District 
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TO:  Big Sky Resort Tax        March 25, 2022 

This letter is to acknowledge the partnership between the Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC) and the 
Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA). MISC aims to protect Montana’s economy, ecological resources, and 
public health by fostering coordinated efforts to keep invasive species out of Montana and to eliminate, 
reduce, or mitigate the impacts of invasive species already established in the state.  GISA has been a valued 
partner in these efforts. 

Clean Recreation Project: MISC knows that educating the public about clean recreation practices is key to 
preventing the establishment and spread of invasive species. MISC has provided grant funding for GISA’s 
Clean.Drain.Dry. in the Upper Gallatin campaign over multiple years. We provide ongoing input, assistance, 
and technical advice to help GISA execute their successful campaign. We are cooperating partners in this 
effort, as education and prevention is key to protecting our natural resources. GISA has been the leader in 
protecting your waters from aquatic invasive species. 

Community Education & Collaboration Project: MISC is an education trailer partner and funder. This high 
visibility trailer will attract the public to learn more about Montana’s natural resources including fish and 
wildlife habitat, inspire appreciation for them, and demonstrate ways to mitigate human impacts on them. 
MISC produces and disseminates educational materials that are used by GISA.  Educating the public serves to 
protect natural resources on lands and water in your county. MISC is excited to see the trailer in action. 

GISA has proven capable of implementing and sustaining a successful campaign to inform and educate both 
residents and visitors about the prevention of invasive species. This has a positive impact on private and public 
lands and waters in our state. MISC values our partnership with GISA to help fulfill our mission. 

 

Sincerely, 

Liz Lodman 
Liz Lodman 
MISC Administrator 
406-444-0547 
liz.lodman@mt.gov 
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To:  Jennifer Mohler, Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance 
Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant 

 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
The aquatic invasive species (AIS) program has coordinated closely with the Gallatin Invasive Species 
Alliance (GISA) for developing and delivering AIS outreach and education information at the local level.  
GISA enhances and focuses the state AIS outreach effort and provide effective and consistent outreach 
programs to local audiences.   
 
Close coordination with the state-wide AIS program is important to ensure a consistent message. 
Examples of coordinated projects with GISA include the Clean Recreation Project where GISA delivers 
the Clean Drain Dry message in the Upper Gallatin area and the Community Education and Collaboration 
Project where GISA helps educate the local community on natural resources, the impacts of AIS and 
strategies for prevention.   
 
Locally driven efforts what GISA provides a great opportunity to enhance AIS outreach and education in 

the local area.  

If you need any further information, please contact me at Thomas.woolf@fwp.gov 

Thank you 

 
Thomas Woolf 
AIS Bureau Chief 
Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks 
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Partnering with our community to lead conservation and inspire stewardship of the Gallatin River Watershed 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
March 28, 2022 

Dear Resort Tax Board of Directors, 

I am writing on behalf of the Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) regarding our partnership with the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance (Alliance) as it relates to GISA’s FY23 project requests for the Clean Recreation 
Project, Crail Gardens, and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project.  

Clean Recreation Project:  In 2017, the GRTF and the Alliance joined forces to launch a comprehensive 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) education and outreach campaign in Big Sky and Gallatin Canyon. The 

project works to address and mitigate the spread of AIS through human activity in the Upper Gallatin 

Watershed with an educational campaign focused on “Clean.Drain.Dry.” principles. Over the past 4 

years, we have successfully executed a comprehensive Clean.Drain.Dry. educational campaign via youth 

programming with local schools and camps, distributed campaign materials, placed ads in local and 

regional publications, installed interpretive signage at Moose Creek Flat, and disseminated information 

through outreach events. We are cooperating partners in this effort, as education and prevention is key 

to protecting the Gallatin River.  

Crail Gardens:  GRTF provided funding for build, helped with planting and ongoing maintenance, 

partnered in education events (Streamside series). This native demonstration garden is recognized as a 

Trout Friendly Landscape and serves to inspire the community to adopt sustainable landscaping 

methods to conserve water, provide wildlife habitat and preserve our historic landscape.  

Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: GRTF provides funding to the Alliance for invasive plant 

management at river restoration sites, via their Conserve Our Canyon project. Such ongoing 

maintenance of these sites is critical to ensure project success and protect the Gallatin River.  

We look forward to continuing and expanding our partnership efforts.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
Emily O’Connor 
Conservation Director    
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Actively working to conserve, protect and restore  
southwest Montana’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds since 1968. 

 

Madison-Gallatin Trout Unlimited               PO Box 52, Bozeman, MT 59771               mgtroutunlimited@gmail.com 
www.mgtu.org 

 

 
 
March 21, 2022 
 
Re: Big Sky Resort Tax  
     
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Madison-Gallatin Chapter of Trout Unlimited (MGTU) is proud to be a partner in projects with the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance (GISA). The Gallatin River is a precious local resource that must be protected. The 
conservation work enacted by GISA is of great benefit to the Gallatin River and water resources of Montana.  
 
Below are some examples of our chapter’s collaborative efforts with GISA: 
 
Clean Recreation Project:  MGTU recognizes that educating the public about clean recreation practices is key to 
preventing the establishment and spread of invasive species to protect our local waters. We support the effort 
and share the Clean.Drain.Dry. message via social media and promotional materials produced by the Alliance, as 
education and prevention are key to protecting our local waters.   

Community Education & Collaboration Project:  GISA is building a mobile-education trailer to educate the 
public on native plants, invasive species, and clean recreation practices. Our chapter is partner and funder of the 
education trailer. This trailer will be a highly visible attractant that will certainly have positive impacts on lands 
and waters in and around the Gallatin/Big Sky area…and across the state.  

Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  MGTU has been an event partner of the annual Gallatin River Weed Pull 
since 2010. Our chapter attends, helps to promote, and co-hosts the weed pull. With 9,129 pounds of noxious 
weeds collected to date, the benefit to the Gallatin River is clear. 

Our board and chapter members greatly appreciate the tangible ways we can assist GISA in our shared goals – to 
educate the public and conserve the Gallatin River watershed. We support the work of the Gallatin Invasive 
Species Alliance, and we hope you will too! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sarah Clark, Chapter President 
Madison-Gallatin Trout Unlimited 
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Board of Directors 

Heather Morris, 
Chairperson 

Bob Rhea, 
Vice Chairperson 

Jerry Hood, 
Treasurer 
 
Liz Kelly, 
Secretary 

Ania Bulis 

Kevin Germain 

Erik Morrison 

Julie Peinado 

Katharine Stowe 

 

 

March 17, 2022 

 

Dear Big Sky Area Resort District Board and Staff, 

 

I am writing today on behalf of Moonlight Community Foundation (MCF) in support of the 

important conservation work Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) brings to the Big Sky 

Community.   MCF has had a great working grant/grantee relationship with GISA since 

2016.  The information below outlines the programs and projects we have proudly helped 

to support: 

• Clean Recreation Project: MCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s 

Clean Recreation Projects since 2016.  We funded the cooperative Clean.Drain.Dry. 

in the Upper Gallatin Campaign (total of $14,000) from 2016-2018, helping 

establish this important program that proactively address the threat of aquatic 

invasive species to our beloved Gallatin River. 

• PlayCleanGo:  MCF funded a trailhead and canyon signs in 2016, which remain in 

place today. We also funded their PlayCleanGo kits for kids in 2018. In total, we’ve 

supported this program by providing $9,000 in funding. 

• Community Education & Collaboration Project: MCF recently provided $9,500 in 

funding for the Alliance’s education trailer, as this trailer will be a highly visible 

mobile education center informing the public about our natural resources and 

wildlife habitat, inspiring appreciation for them, and demonstrating ways to 

mitigate our impact on them. We proudly support efforts to educate the public as it 

serves to protect natural resources on lands and water in Big Sky. 

• Crail Gardens: MCF has funded Crail Gardens build and improvements, including 

the outreach and education components of this project, totaling $11,500. This 

project addresses multiple natural resource concerns, compliments many ongoing 

conservation initiatives in Big Sky, and promotes simple acts of change. This project 

is an inviting, inspiring community space and outdoor education center that can be 

used for years to come. 

• Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: MCF has funded the Conserve Our 

Canyon Project, providing $2,500 to be used over a five-year period. This 

cooperative project with Custer Gallatin National Forest manages noxious weeds at 

heavily used river access sites, trailheads, and river restoration sites to improve 

wildlife habitat, benefit native plants, and enhances water quality. 

 

Part of MCF’s mission is to support conservation work in the Big Sky area.   The value of 

GISA’s projects has and continue to be instrumental to maintain healthy and resilient native 

ecosystems in the upper Gallatin Watershed.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Anna Shipley 

Executive Director 
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1111 Research Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 | (406) 586-5522 x3614 | yccf@yellowstoneclub.com 

 Board of Directors 
 
Sam Byrne 
President 

 
Loren Bough 
Vice President 
 
Charlie Callander 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Joanie Hall 
 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Andrew McEntire 
 
Melinda Reed 
 
Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

To:                       Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:              Partner Letter of Support for GISA 
 
 

To the Resort Tax Board members: 
 
The Yellowstone Club Community Foundation is a proud supporter of the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance. YCCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s clean 
recreation projects since 2017 and we look forward to continuing this partnership.  
 
Over the years, YCCF has supported numerous projects that are important to the 
broader Big Sky community, including the Clean Recreation Project, the Wildlife Habitat 
Conservation Project, and Crail Gardens, which role model drought resistant landscaping 
in this historic setting. In YCCF’s most recent grant cycle, YCCF enthusiastically funded 
GISA’s new mobile education center.  
 
 
Please reach out with any questions. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 

Ruthi Solari 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (707) 206-8993 
ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com 
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March 24, 2022

To:                 Big Sky Resort Area District
Subject:         Partner Letter of Support for Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance

The Spanish Peaks Community Foundation has always supported the efforts of the Gallatin
Invasive Species Alliance. Here are projects that the Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
(SPCF) has funded:

1. Clean Recreation Project: SPCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s clean
recreation projects since 2016.

a. We funded the cooperative Clean.Drain.Dry. in the Upper Gallatin Campaign (total of
$9,000) in 2016 and 2018, helping establish this important program that proactively
addresses the threat of aquatic invasive species to our beloved Gallatin River.

b. We provided $1,000 in funding for the Alliance’s PlayCleanGo kits for kids in 2018,
which are still being distributed to Ophir School second graders.

2. Crail Gardens: SPCF has funded Crail Gardens build and improvements, including the
outreach and education components of this project, totaling $6,250. $2,750 of that funding
will be utilized this year. This project addresses multiple natural resource concerns,
compliments many ongoing conservation initiatives in Big Sky, and promotes simple acts of
change. This project is an inviting, inspiring community space and outdoor education center
that can be used for years to come.

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  SPCF provided $,1000 in funding for the Alliance’s
Landowner Stewardship Project, assisting with landowner education and outreach, site
visits, and enabling the creation of a Landowner Stewardship Guide for distribution in spring
of 2022. Additionally, SPCF has provided $1,000 for their HOA (Habitat Owners Association)
Project, which resulted in the treatment of 51 acres of prime year-round elk habitat in 2021.

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: SPCF has funded the Conserve Our Canyon
project, providing $1,500 to be used over a five-year period (2021-2025). This cooperative
project with Custer Gallatin National Forest to manage noxious weeds at heavily used river
access sites, trailheads, and river restoration sites improves wildlife habitat, benefits native
plants, and enhances water quality.

5. Operational Funding: SPCF helped the Alliance during the COVID crisis by providing a
general operating grant for $3,500, to address funding shortfalls and keep the organization
afloat.
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SPCF is proud to partner with GISA and believes that the organization plays a critical role in
preserving the history of Big Sky, while also educating our community about native plants.

Sincerely,

Hannah Richardson
Executive Director
Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
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To:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 
From:  Shantell Martin, Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign (MNWEC) 
Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant  
 
This letter is written to inform you of the working relationship between myself, project 

coordinator for the Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign (MNWEC)  and the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance, hereafter referred to as the Alliance.  

 
The MNWEC provides educational resources, technical assistance, and guidance on national, state, and 

local clean recreational campaigns including Clean.Drain.Dry. and PlayCleanGo. Each of these campaigns 

focus on driving behavioral change so that each recreationalist can “do their part” to help stop invasive 

species. Education is the first line of defense in any successful invasive species management program 

and educating the public about why they should care and take responsibility while out recreating has a 

positive impact on both private and public lands and waters in Montana. This is clearly demonstrated by 

the survey, “Noxious weed views and behaviors in Montana after 25 years of public education” 

conducted in 2019 as well as in the subsequent peer reviewed journal article published in 2021 (Link to 

here: https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/invasive-plant-science-and-

management/article/noxious-weed-views-and-behaviors-in-montana-after-25-years-of-public-

education/5FC9D6CA0C67C066A92CA5FA8CC16E4E). Now, more than ever Montanans are actively 

participating in noxious weed and invasive species prevention activities; this change has been driven by 

the extensive work in advertising and public outreach conducted by the MNWEC and partners including 

the Alliance. 

The MNWEC is a statewide organization that provides assistance to federal, state, county, and tribal 

land management agencies to design, develop, produce and distribute educational materials for on the 

ground use in Montana and beyond. The MNWEC produces materials in mixed media forms that range 

from outdoor advertising billboards and television advertisements to printed materials and handouts 

such as brochures, guidebooks, posters and other print publications. These materials are designed with 

entities such as the Alliance in mind; the MNWEC’s main purpose is to provide assistance to groups such 

as the Alliance to promote a cohesive and collaborative statewide invasive species educational message 

that reaches landowners, recreationalists, and visitors alike. Education through awareness and outreach 

not only encourage the public to actively participate in spread prevention, but also have huge impacts 

on the lands and waters in Montana; education and awareness benefit everyone.  

Noxious weeds know no boundaries therefore landowners are a critical component of noxious weed 

management and control. Active stewardship by private landowners through awareness and education 

provided by the Alliance is invaluable to protect Montana’s natural resources. The MNWEC recently 

assisted the Alliance by providing editorial assistance in the Alliance’s new publication the Landowner 

Stewardship Guide. The MNWEC relies heavily on strong partnerships with grassroots organizations such 

as the Alliance to further its mission and provide top-notch educational opportunities, publications and 

presentations to serve all of Montana and its visitors. As the age-old saying goes, “An ounce of 

prevention is worth a pound of cure,” couldn’t be truer today; it’s organizations like the Alliance that are 

the backbone to providing on the ground, local assistance to provide that “prevention” message to local 

residents of the Big Sky area and to visitors alike. The MNWEC is proud to partner with the Alliance and 
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will continue to build the vital working relationship that has proven effective and successful for many 

years. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Shantell Martin, Project Coordinator 

Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign (MNWEC) 

(406) 883-7375, Shantell.frame@montana.edu  
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Crail Gardens 

Project Partner Letters 
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 Historic Crail Ranch Conservators 

PO Box 161404 

Big Sky, Montana 59716 

 

TO:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 

FROM:  Anne Marie Mistretta, HCRC Chair and Lead Conservator 

RE:  Partnership with Gallatin Invasive Species 

DATE:  March 17, 2022 

 

Historic Crail Ranch Conservators enjoys a collaborative relationship with the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance that has 

benefitted both community projects.  Beginning in 2017, HCRC and the Alliance, along with Big Sky Community 

Organization, partnered to design and build a native demonstration garden on the grounds of the Historic Crail Ranch 

Homestead Museum.  In 2019, after two years of joint planning and fundraising resulted in a truly beautiful community 

resource, the Gardens at Crail Ranch. 

Now in its fifth year, the HCRC and GISA collaboration continues with ongoing discussions about maintenance, 

improvements, use and joint-programming. 

The native species flower beds serve as an experiential resource that helps community homeowners and businesses 

understand sustainable gardening and water conservation.  Dedicated to the environmental health of the community, 

the native demonstration gardens bring various groups and community clubs to visit and learn.  This July the Gallatin 

Canyon Women’s Club will take a class at the site.  The collaboration’s impact is exponential not only for the flower 

gardens but also for the Historic Crail Ranch.  As an off-shoot of our partnership, HCRC has begun an initiative with the 

Gallatin River Task Force. 

The gardens enhance and complement the historic grounds at Crail Ranch.  The gardens welcome all to the ranch, and 

the historic grounds have increased in popularity as a place to stroll, particularly in the morning and the evening.  This 

pocket park provides a peaceful respite in the midst of the busy Meadow.  People have adopted the Gardens at Crail 

Ranch as an important part of their peripatetic routine, and they sometimes sit on beautifully crafted Aldo Leopold 

benches and simply relax and enjoy the beauty and the quiet. 

Nearly all who initially visit for the history take some time to study the flowers and ask questions.  The gardens certainly 

attract birds and bees, and they increasingly attract many visitors who arrive specifically to view the flowers.  It is fun to 

watch the “repeat” visitors, who arrive every few weeks to snap photos and chat about the progression of growth and 

color throughout the season.  It is clear that they are using the information for their own private landscapes.  When 

these visitors are asked if they would like a history tour, they often agree or take a self-guided tour brochure for a later 

visit.  So the gardens are luring folks to learn Big Sky’s local history.   

We look forward to a continued partnership with the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance. 

 

Historic Crail Ranch is a project of the Big Sky Community Organization 
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Partnering with our community to lead conservation and inspire stewardship of the Gallatin River Watershed 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
March 28, 2022 

Dear Resort Tax Board of Directors, 

I am writing on behalf of the Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) regarding our partnership with the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance (Alliance) as it relates to GISA’s FY23 project requests for the Clean Recreation 
Project, Crail Gardens, and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project.  

Clean Recreation Project:  In 2017, the GRTF and the Alliance joined forces to launch a comprehensive 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) education and outreach campaign in Big Sky and Gallatin Canyon. The 

project works to address and mitigate the spread of AIS through human activity in the Upper Gallatin 

Watershed with an educational campaign focused on “Clean.Drain.Dry.” principles. Over the past 4 

years, we have successfully executed a comprehensive Clean.Drain.Dry. educational campaign via youth 

programming with local schools and camps, distributed campaign materials, placed ads in local and 

regional publications, installed interpretive signage at Moose Creek Flat, and disseminated information 

through outreach events. We are cooperating partners in this effort, as education and prevention is key 

to protecting the Gallatin River.  

Crail Gardens:  GRTF provided funding for build, helped with planting and ongoing maintenance, 

partnered in education events (Streamside series). This native demonstration garden is recognized as a 

Trout Friendly Landscape and serves to inspire the community to adopt sustainable landscaping 

methods to conserve water, provide wildlife habitat and preserve our historic landscape.  

Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: GRTF provides funding to the Alliance for invasive plant 

management at river restoration sites, via their Conserve Our Canyon project. Such ongoing 

maintenance of these sites is critical to ensure project success and protect the Gallatin River.  

We look forward to continuing and expanding our partnership efforts.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
Emily O’Connor 
Conservation Director    
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PO Box 160670 

561 Little Coyote Road 

Big Sky, MT 59716 

T 406.995.2660 ⚫ F 406.995.3053 

OFFICE@WSD363.COM ⚫  WWW.WSD363.COM 

 

March 28, 2022 

 

Jennifer Mohler VIA EMAIL ONLY 
Executive Director jen@gallatinisa.org 
Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance 
 

RE: BSRAD support letter  

Dear Jen, 

On behalf of the Big Sky County Water and Sewer District we look forward to continuing 
our working relationship with the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance.  The District worked 
with the Alliance on the Crail Gardens project. 

Crail Gardens was developed as a community model to show the public how native 
plants can be used to conserve water, create wildlife habitat, and preserve our historic 
landscape. The Alliance hosts 2-3 open houses in the summer, educational tours, a 
Wildflower Festival, and provides materials to inspire the community to use native 
drought resilient species for landscaping. 

The District was an initial project funder and partner of the Crail Gardens.  We provided 
funding for the build, helped with planting and ongoing maintenance, and use reports 
and educational materials to further water conservation efforts in the community. 

Sincerely, 

 

BIG SKY COUNTY WATER & SEWER DISTRICT 

 
 
 
Ron Edwards 
General Manager 
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To:        Big Sky Resort Tax District 
From:   Rotary Club of Big Sky 
Re:        Partner Support Letter for Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance 
Date:    March 17, 2022 
 
 

 
 
The Rotary Club of Big Sky was an initial project funder (garden sponsor) of Crail Gardens, which 
demonstrates how native plants can be used to conserve water, create wildlife habitat, and 
preserve our historic landscape. The Rotary Club then invited Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance 
to make a presentation about the project and discuss the benefits of native plants to our 
membership.   This led the Rotary Club to create a small native garden at the Community Park, 
as one of our service projects.    

We appreciate the Alliance for hosting summer open houses, giving educational tours, and 
providing materials to inspire the community to Grow Wild. 

  

Sincerely, 
 

 
Laura Seyfang 
Rotary Club of Big Sky Past President 
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Board of Directors 

Heather Morris, 
Chairperson 

Bob Rhea, 
Vice Chairperson 

Jerry Hood, 
Treasurer 
 
Liz Kelly, 
Secretary 

Ania Bulis 

Kevin Germain 

Erik Morrison 

Julie Peinado 

Katharine Stowe 

 

 

March 17, 2022 

 

Dear Big Sky Area Resort District Board and Staff, 

 

I am writing today on behalf of Moonlight Community Foundation (MCF) in support of the 

important conservation work Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) brings to the Big Sky 

Community.   MCF has had a great working grant/grantee relationship with GISA since 

2016.  The information below outlines the programs and projects we have proudly helped 

to support: 

• Clean Recreation Project: MCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s 

Clean Recreation Projects since 2016.  We funded the cooperative Clean.Drain.Dry. 

in the Upper Gallatin Campaign (total of $14,000) from 2016-2018, helping 

establish this important program that proactively address the threat of aquatic 

invasive species to our beloved Gallatin River. 

• PlayCleanGo:  MCF funded a trailhead and canyon signs in 2016, which remain in 

place today. We also funded their PlayCleanGo kits for kids in 2018. In total, we’ve 

supported this program by providing $9,000 in funding. 

• Community Education & Collaboration Project: MCF recently provided $9,500 in 

funding for the Alliance’s education trailer, as this trailer will be a highly visible 

mobile education center informing the public about our natural resources and 

wildlife habitat, inspiring appreciation for them, and demonstrating ways to 

mitigate our impact on them. We proudly support efforts to educate the public as it 

serves to protect natural resources on lands and water in Big Sky. 

• Crail Gardens: MCF has funded Crail Gardens build and improvements, including 

the outreach and education components of this project, totaling $11,500. This 

project addresses multiple natural resource concerns, compliments many ongoing 

conservation initiatives in Big Sky, and promotes simple acts of change. This project 

is an inviting, inspiring community space and outdoor education center that can be 

used for years to come. 

• Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: MCF has funded the Conserve Our 

Canyon Project, providing $2,500 to be used over a five-year period. This 

cooperative project with Custer Gallatin National Forest manages noxious weeds at 

heavily used river access sites, trailheads, and river restoration sites to improve 

wildlife habitat, benefit native plants, and enhances water quality. 

 

Part of MCF’s mission is to support conservation work in the Big Sky area.   The value of 

GISA’s projects has and continue to be instrumental to maintain healthy and resilient native 

ecosystems in the upper Gallatin Watershed.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Anna Shipley 

Executive Director 
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March 24, 2022

To:                 Big Sky Resort Area District
Subject:         Partner Letter of Support for Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance

The Spanish Peaks Community Foundation has always supported the efforts of the Gallatin
Invasive Species Alliance. Here are projects that the Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
(SPCF) has funded:

1. Clean Recreation Project: SPCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s clean
recreation projects since 2016.

a. We funded the cooperative Clean.Drain.Dry. in the Upper Gallatin Campaign (total of
$9,000) in 2016 and 2018, helping establish this important program that proactively
addresses the threat of aquatic invasive species to our beloved Gallatin River.

b. We provided $1,000 in funding for the Alliance’s PlayCleanGo kits for kids in 2018,
which are still being distributed to Ophir School second graders.

2. Crail Gardens: SPCF has funded Crail Gardens build and improvements, including the
outreach and education components of this project, totaling $6,250. $2,750 of that funding
will be utilized this year. This project addresses multiple natural resource concerns,
compliments many ongoing conservation initiatives in Big Sky, and promotes simple acts of
change. This project is an inviting, inspiring community space and outdoor education center
that can be used for years to come.

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  SPCF provided $,1000 in funding for the Alliance’s
Landowner Stewardship Project, assisting with landowner education and outreach, site
visits, and enabling the creation of a Landowner Stewardship Guide for distribution in spring
of 2022. Additionally, SPCF has provided $1,000 for their HOA (Habitat Owners Association)
Project, which resulted in the treatment of 51 acres of prime year-round elk habitat in 2021.

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: SPCF has funded the Conserve Our Canyon
project, providing $1,500 to be used over a five-year period (2021-2025). This cooperative
project with Custer Gallatin National Forest to manage noxious weeds at heavily used river
access sites, trailheads, and river restoration sites improves wildlife habitat, benefits native
plants, and enhances water quality.

5. Operational Funding: SPCF helped the Alliance during the COVID crisis by providing a
general operating grant for $3,500, to address funding shortfalls and keep the organization
afloat.
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SPCF is proud to partner with GISA and believes that the organization plays a critical role in
preserving the history of Big Sky, while also educating our community about native plants.

Sincerely,

Hannah Richardson
Executive Director
Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
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1111 Research Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 | (406) 586-5522 x3614 | yccf@yellowstoneclub.com 

 Board of Directors 
 
Sam Byrne 
President 

 
Loren Bough 
Vice President 
 
Charlie Callander 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Joanie Hall 
 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Andrew McEntire 
 
Melinda Reed 
 
Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

To:                       Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:              Partner Letter of Support for GISA 
 
 

To the Resort Tax Board members: 
 
The Yellowstone Club Community Foundation is a proud supporter of the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance. YCCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s clean 
recreation projects since 2017 and we look forward to continuing this partnership.  
 
Over the years, YCCF has supported numerous projects that are important to the 
broader Big Sky community, including the Clean Recreation Project, the Wildlife Habitat 
Conservation Project, and Crail Gardens, which role model drought resistant landscaping 
in this historic setting. In YCCF’s most recent grant cycle, YCCF enthusiastically funded 
GISA’s new mobile education center.  
 
 
Please reach out with any questions. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 

Ruthi Solari 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (707) 206-8993 
ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com 
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a. Board opinion is that affordable housing is good!  From CD standpoint- agricultural and 

water rights/water availability concerns.  Question on if water rights were transferred?  

Draft a letter mentioning GCD’s opinions on the development.  Mention 310 law.  Dry 

Creek/perennial stream runs through there and (potentially) Mammoth Ditch.  Would like to 

see some more trees/landscaping incorporated.   

 

March 23, 2022 

 

To:  Big Sky Resort Tax 

From:  Gallatin Conservation District 

Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant 
 

To Whom it May Concern:   

 

I am writing this letter in support of Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) as you consider them for your grant funding.  

GISA has a long standing relationship with Gallatin Conservation District (GCD).  We’ve worked with and partnered with 

them on multiple projects.  The work performed by GISA plays an instrumental role in carrying out our mutual missions of 

promoting and guiding the preservation of natural resources in Gallatin County.   

 

To highlight some examples of our working relationship and projects with GISA:   

 

1. Community Education & Collaboration Project: GCD is an education trailer partner and funder. We sponsored an 

application for a DNRC 223 grant, which the Alliance was awarded. We look forward to having the Alliance bring the trailer 

to GCD events to educate the public about invasive species, clean recreation and implementing sustainable landscaping 

methods. The GCD is also a partner and financial supporter of pasture management class for small acreage, serving 

landowners withing Gallatin County. This comprehensive class provides landowners the information and resources to 

sustainably manage their natural resources. Finally, the GCD partners with the Alliance to educate the public about various 

natural resource concerns by sharing information, providing technical assistance, and promoting social media posts.   

 

2. Crail Gardens:  GCD helped fund the build of the garden, being 1 of 5 “garden sponsors”. GCD is a partner educating 

people on the threats of invasive species, and promoting the use of native plants in our landscapes. GCD has helped the 

Alliance in development of a Big Sky specific pollinator mix, like our Pollinator Initiative. Crail Gardens and the Alliance’s 

work to promote the use of native plants aligns with many of our conservation goals, and we support the effort to inspire and 

motivate landowners to make sustainable changes to their landscapes.  

 

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  The GCD refers landowners in our project area to us for assistance. We will 

cooperate with the Alliance on landowner stewardship projects if they arise. 

 

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  The GCD has been a funder and supporter of the Conserve Our Canyon 

Project. The GCD provided full funding for the project in 2019, and continues to contribute annually. Invasive species in the 

canyon not only impact water resources, wildlife, and recreationalists, but also downstream agricultural water users.  

 

Conservation projects performed by the Alliance benefit the entire county and our natural resources.  Funding through this 

grant is paramount in ensuring their continued dedicated work in their service to Gallatin County.   

  

Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Becky Clements 

District Administrator 

Gallatin Conservation District 

p: 406-282-4350 • e: becky@gallatincd.org 

  

Est. 1949 
  

Conservation 
  

Development 
  

Self-Government 

PO Box 569 

Manhattan, MT  59741 

  
406-282-4350 

www.gallatincd.org Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 114 of 221



Gallatin County Weed District 

903 North Black 

Bozeman, MT  59715 

406.582.3265 

weeddistrict@gallatin.mt.gov 

www.gallatin.mt.gov 
 

 

 

To:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 

 

The Gallatin County Weed District (District) and the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (Alliance) have 

had a strong partnership since 2008.  The rapid population growth, record visitation and explosive 

development that Gallatin County is experiencing have all created ideal conditions for invasive species 

introduction, establishment, and expansion.  The need for increased awareness, monitoring and 

management of invasive species has never been greater in Gallatin County.  The District considers the 

Alliance to be an extension of our education efforts.  We fully support and assist the Alliance with their 

mission of working to protect natural resources from the threats of invasive species through a variety 

of projects, including:  

 

Clean Recreation:  The District recognizes that educating the public about clean recreation practices 

is key to preventing the introduction, establishment and spread of invasive species. We are partners 

with the Alliance on a robust signage and media campaign that promotes Play Clean Go and Clean Drain 

Dry messages.  The District has assisted the Alliance in obtaining grant funding and have provided 

logistical support for the campaign, and we will continue these partnership efforts in the future. 

 

Community Education & Collaboration: The District and the Alliance partner for many youth 

and adult educational events in Gallatin County, including the Gallatin County Farm Fair, Ophir 

School Field Trip, Big Sky kids’ camps, and many others. The District provides teaching assistance 

and educational materials for these events.  The District is also partnering with the Alliance on the 

education trailer by providing some funding and helping with planning and development.  This trailer 

will serve as a mobile classroom and office, and will have highly visible messaging on the exterior that 

promotes awareness of invasive species to all who see it.   

 

Crail Gardens:  The District has supported the Alliance’s work associated with the native 

demonstration garden, including construction, maintenance, and educational programming.  This 

garden has shown residents the beauty and importance of native plants in a healthy ecosystem and 
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has highlighted what will be lost if invasive species are not managed.  We have assisted with raising 

funds to build and maintain the garden, and participate in educational events at the garden whenever 

possible.  

 

Landowner Stewardship:  Assisting private landowners is one of the core missions for both the 

District and the Alliance. Managing invasive species is something that all landowners have a moral, 

ethical and legal obligation to do, but not all know where to start.  Providing education to landowners 

is critical to achieving success in the large scale management of invasive species.  The District 

provides the Alliance with educational materials, a list of commercial applicators, technical advice, 

and landowner referrals. The District also provides logistical support (including herbicide, sprayers 

and people) for the Alliance’s HOA project.  

 

Wildlife Habitat Conservation:  The District works with the Alliance to manage invasive species 

for the benefit of wildlife on the Bighorn Winter Range Treatment & Conserve Our Canyon Projects. 

We work cooperatively to identify treatment areas, create management plans, and execute treatment 

efforts.  The District provides herbicide, sprayers and people for these projects. The Alliance serves as 

eyes on the ground, providing invasive species monitoring information and reporting when and where 

new invaders are found. Finally, we partner with the Alliance on community weed pulls by providing 

supplies and manpower for the efforts.  

 

The partnership between the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance and the Gallatin County Weed District 

is mutually beneficial and greatly enhances overall invasive species management in Gallatin County.  

 

Sincerely,  

Michael Jones  

Gallatin County Weed District 
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BIG SKY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 
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Invasive Species Education 

Project Partner Letters 

 

 
*Please note that the project name was changed  

from Community Education & Collaboration  
to Invasive Species Education  

upon consultation with Resort Tax staff.  
Letter requests were made prior to the name change.  
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United States 

Department of 

Agriculture 

Forest 

Service 

Custer Gallatin National Forest Bozeman Ranger District 

3710 Fallon St., Suite C 

Bozeman, MT 59718 

406-522-2520 

 

  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper  

File Code: 2900 

Date: March 21, 2022 

 

Big Sky Resort Tax District Board 

11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204 

P.O. Box 160661 

Big Sky, MT 59716 

  

Re: Letter of support for Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance   
 

Dear Members of the Board, 

 

I am writing to express strong support of the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance 2022 Big Sky 

Resort Tax Application.  The Bozeman Ranger District of the Custer Gallatin National Forest 

(CGNF) and the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) have worked in partnership on various 

important projects benefiting public lands. This partnership has allowed us to implement 

recreational signage, educate the public on the health of public lands, improve stewardship of 

adjacent private lands, and the monitoring and management of invasive species for important 

habitats on National Forest System lands. 

  

Continued funding through the Big Sky Resort Tax will allow our partnership to undertake some 

important projects addressing invasive species management. These projects include: 

 

1. Clean Recreation Project:  The CGNF recognized that educating the public about clean 

recreation practices is key to preventing the establishment and spread of invasive species. We 

are partners with the GISA on signage to do just that. We support the effort, as education and 

prevention is key to protecting our natural resources and has a positive impact on public lands.  

 

2. Community Education & Collaboration Project: The CGNF is an education trailer partner 

and funder. This trailer will be a highly visible attractant that will inform the public about our 

natural resources and wildlife habitat, inspire appreciation for them, and demonstrate ways to 

mitigate impacts. Educating the public serves to protect natural resources on public lands. 

 

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  Active stewardship by private landowners directly impacts 

adjacent public lands, which is why the CGNF is a partner on this project. When the GISA 

conducts site visits, conditions on public lands adjacent to private lands being inspected are 

relayed to us. We then partner with GISA to address if needed.  

 

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  The CGNF works with the Alliance to manage 

invasive species via the Bighorn Winter Range Treatment & Conserve Our Canyon Project. We 

work cooperatively to identify treatment areas, plan and execute treatment. The GISA serves as 

eyes on the ground, providing invasive species monitoring information. Finally, we partner with 

Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 119 of 221



 

 

GISA for the annual Gallatin River Weed Pull. Located on public lands, the removal of noxious 

weeds improves wildlife habitat, benefits native plants, and enhances water quality.  

Conservation work employed by partner organizations, such as the GISA, is of great benefit to the 

Custer Gallatin National Forest and benefits public lands. I am excited about our partnership with 

and the improvements we have made to public lands as it relates to eradication of invasive species 

and educating the public. The Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance’s considerable experience 

providing invasive species education, habitat monitoring, and management is a valuable 

contribution to conservation efforts on the Custer Gallatin National Forest. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

COREY R LEWELLEN 

District Ranger 
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Gallatin County Weed District 

903 North Black 

Bozeman, MT  59715 

406.582.3265 

weeddistrict@gallatin.mt.gov 

www.gallatin.mt.gov 
 

 

 

To:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 

 

The Gallatin County Weed District (District) and the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (Alliance) have 

had a strong partnership since 2008.  The rapid population growth, record visitation and explosive 

development that Gallatin County is experiencing have all created ideal conditions for invasive species 

introduction, establishment, and expansion.  The need for increased awareness, monitoring and 

management of invasive species has never been greater in Gallatin County.  The District considers the 

Alliance to be an extension of our education efforts.  We fully support and assist the Alliance with their 

mission of working to protect natural resources from the threats of invasive species through a variety 

of projects, including:  

 

Clean Recreation:  The District recognizes that educating the public about clean recreation practices 

is key to preventing the introduction, establishment and spread of invasive species. We are partners 

with the Alliance on a robust signage and media campaign that promotes Play Clean Go and Clean Drain 

Dry messages.  The District has assisted the Alliance in obtaining grant funding and have provided 

logistical support for the campaign, and we will continue these partnership efforts in the future. 

 

Community Education & Collaboration: The District and the Alliance partner for many youth 

and adult educational events in Gallatin County, including the Gallatin County Farm Fair, Ophir 

School Field Trip, Big Sky kids’ camps, and many others. The District provides teaching assistance 

and educational materials for these events.  The District is also partnering with the Alliance on the 

education trailer by providing some funding and helping with planning and development.  This trailer 

will serve as a mobile classroom and office, and will have highly visible messaging on the exterior that 

promotes awareness of invasive species to all who see it.   

 

Crail Gardens:  The District has supported the Alliance’s work associated with the native 

demonstration garden, including construction, maintenance, and educational programming.  This 

garden has shown residents the beauty and importance of native plants in a healthy ecosystem and 
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has highlighted what will be lost if invasive species are not managed.  We have assisted with raising 

funds to build and maintain the garden, and participate in educational events at the garden whenever 

possible.  

 

Landowner Stewardship:  Assisting private landowners is one of the core missions for both the 

District and the Alliance. Managing invasive species is something that all landowners have a moral, 

ethical and legal obligation to do, but not all know where to start.  Providing education to landowners 

is critical to achieving success in the large scale management of invasive species.  The District 

provides the Alliance with educational materials, a list of commercial applicators, technical advice, 

and landowner referrals. The District also provides logistical support (including herbicide, sprayers 

and people) for the Alliance’s HOA project.  

 

Wildlife Habitat Conservation:  The District works with the Alliance to manage invasive species 

for the benefit of wildlife on the Bighorn Winter Range Treatment & Conserve Our Canyon Projects. 

We work cooperatively to identify treatment areas, create management plans, and execute treatment 

efforts.  The District provides herbicide, sprayers and people for these projects. The Alliance serves as 

eyes on the ground, providing invasive species monitoring information and reporting when and where 

new invaders are found. Finally, we partner with the Alliance on community weed pulls by providing 

supplies and manpower for the efforts.  

 

The partnership between the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance and the Gallatin County Weed District 

is mutually beneficial and greatly enhances overall invasive species management in Gallatin County.  

 

Sincerely,  

Michael Jones  

Gallatin County Weed District 
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TO:  Big Sky Resort Tax        March 25, 2022 

This letter is to acknowledge the partnership between the Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC) and the 
Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA). MISC aims to protect Montana’s economy, ecological resources, and 
public health by fostering coordinated efforts to keep invasive species out of Montana and to eliminate, 
reduce, or mitigate the impacts of invasive species already established in the state.  GISA has been a valued 
partner in these efforts. 

Clean Recreation Project: MISC knows that educating the public about clean recreation practices is key to 
preventing the establishment and spread of invasive species. MISC has provided grant funding for GISA’s 
Clean.Drain.Dry. in the Upper Gallatin campaign over multiple years. We provide ongoing input, assistance, 
and technical advice to help GISA execute their successful campaign. We are cooperating partners in this 
effort, as education and prevention is key to protecting our natural resources. GISA has been the leader in 
protecting your waters from aquatic invasive species. 

Community Education & Collaboration Project: MISC is an education trailer partner and funder. This high 
visibility trailer will attract the public to learn more about Montana’s natural resources including fish and 
wildlife habitat, inspire appreciation for them, and demonstrate ways to mitigate human impacts on them. 
MISC produces and disseminates educational materials that are used by GISA.  Educating the public serves to 
protect natural resources on lands and water in your county. MISC is excited to see the trailer in action. 

GISA has proven capable of implementing and sustaining a successful campaign to inform and educate both 
residents and visitors about the prevention of invasive species. This has a positive impact on private and public 
lands and waters in our state. MISC values our partnership with GISA to help fulfill our mission. 

 

Sincerely, 

Liz Lodman 
Liz Lodman 
MISC Administrator 
406-444-0547 
liz.lodman@mt.gov 
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To:  Jennifer Mohler, Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance 
Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant 

 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
The aquatic invasive species (AIS) program has coordinated closely with the Gallatin Invasive Species 
Alliance (GISA) for developing and delivering AIS outreach and education information at the local level.  
GISA enhances and focuses the state AIS outreach effort and provide effective and consistent outreach 
programs to local audiences.   
 
Close coordination with the state-wide AIS program is important to ensure a consistent message. 
Examples of coordinated projects with GISA include the Clean Recreation Project where GISA delivers 
the Clean Drain Dry message in the Upper Gallatin area and the Community Education and Collaboration 
Project where GISA helps educate the local community on natural resources, the impacts of AIS and 
strategies for prevention.   
 
Locally driven efforts what GISA provides a great opportunity to enhance AIS outreach and education in 

the local area.  

If you need any further information, please contact me at Thomas.woolf@fwp.gov 

Thank you 

 
Thomas Woolf 
AIS Bureau Chief 
Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks 
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Actively working to conserve, protect and restore  
southwest Montana’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds since 1968. 

 

Madison-Gallatin Trout Unlimited               PO Box 52, Bozeman, MT 59771               mgtroutunlimited@gmail.com 
www.mgtu.org 

 

 
 
March 21, 2022 
 
Re: Big Sky Resort Tax  
     
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Madison-Gallatin Chapter of Trout Unlimited (MGTU) is proud to be a partner in projects with the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance (GISA). The Gallatin River is a precious local resource that must be protected. The 
conservation work enacted by GISA is of great benefit to the Gallatin River and water resources of Montana.  
 
Below are some examples of our chapter’s collaborative efforts with GISA: 
 
Clean Recreation Project:  MGTU recognizes that educating the public about clean recreation practices is key to 
preventing the establishment and spread of invasive species to protect our local waters. We support the effort 
and share the Clean.Drain.Dry. message via social media and promotional materials produced by the Alliance, as 
education and prevention are key to protecting our local waters.   

Community Education & Collaboration Project:  GISA is building a mobile-education trailer to educate the 
public on native plants, invasive species, and clean recreation practices. Our chapter is partner and funder of the 
education trailer. This trailer will be a highly visible attractant that will certainly have positive impacts on lands 
and waters in and around the Gallatin/Big Sky area…and across the state.  

Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  MGTU has been an event partner of the annual Gallatin River Weed Pull 
since 2010. Our chapter attends, helps to promote, and co-hosts the weed pull. With 9,129 pounds of noxious 
weeds collected to date, the benefit to the Gallatin River is clear. 

Our board and chapter members greatly appreciate the tangible ways we can assist GISA in our shared goals – to 
educate the public and conserve the Gallatin River watershed. We support the work of the Gallatin Invasive 
Species Alliance, and we hope you will too! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sarah Clark, Chapter President 
Madison-Gallatin Trout Unlimited 
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a. Board opinion is that affordable housing is good!  From CD standpoint- agricultural and 

water rights/water availability concerns.  Question on if water rights were transferred?  

Draft a letter mentioning GCD’s opinions on the development.  Mention 310 law.  Dry 

Creek/perennial stream runs through there and (potentially) Mammoth Ditch.  Would like to 

see some more trees/landscaping incorporated.   

 

March 23, 2022 

 

To:  Big Sky Resort Tax 

From:  Gallatin Conservation District 

Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant 
 

To Whom it May Concern:   

 

I am writing this letter in support of Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) as you consider them for your grant funding.  

GISA has a long standing relationship with Gallatin Conservation District (GCD).  We’ve worked with and partnered with 

them on multiple projects.  The work performed by GISA plays an instrumental role in carrying out our mutual missions of 

promoting and guiding the preservation of natural resources in Gallatin County.   

 

To highlight some examples of our working relationship and projects with GISA:   

 

1. Community Education & Collaboration Project: GCD is an education trailer partner and funder. We sponsored an 

application for a DNRC 223 grant, which the Alliance was awarded. We look forward to having the Alliance bring the trailer 

to GCD events to educate the public about invasive species, clean recreation and implementing sustainable landscaping 

methods. The GCD is also a partner and financial supporter of pasture management class for small acreage, serving 

landowners withing Gallatin County. This comprehensive class provides landowners the information and resources to 

sustainably manage their natural resources. Finally, the GCD partners with the Alliance to educate the public about various 

natural resource concerns by sharing information, providing technical assistance, and promoting social media posts.   

 

2. Crail Gardens:  GCD helped fund the build of the garden, being 1 of 5 “garden sponsors”. GCD is a partner educating 

people on the threats of invasive species, and promoting the use of native plants in our landscapes. GCD has helped the 

Alliance in development of a Big Sky specific pollinator mix, like our Pollinator Initiative. Crail Gardens and the Alliance’s 

work to promote the use of native plants aligns with many of our conservation goals, and we support the effort to inspire and 

motivate landowners to make sustainable changes to their landscapes.  

 

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  The GCD refers landowners in our project area to us for assistance. We will 

cooperate with the Alliance on landowner stewardship projects if they arise. 

 

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  The GCD has been a funder and supporter of the Conserve Our Canyon 

Project. The GCD provided full funding for the project in 2019, and continues to contribute annually. Invasive species in the 

canyon not only impact water resources, wildlife, and recreationalists, but also downstream agricultural water users.  

 

Conservation projects performed by the Alliance benefit the entire county and our natural resources.  Funding through this 

grant is paramount in ensuring their continued dedicated work in their service to Gallatin County.   

  

Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Becky Clements 

District Administrator 

Gallatin Conservation District 

p: 406-282-4350 • e: becky@gallatincd.org 

  

Est. 1949 
  

Conservation 
  

Development 
  

Self-Government 

PO Box 569 

Manhattan, MT  59741 

  
406-282-4350 
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“Preserving wildlife and its habitat by educating youth about the importance of conservation.” 

 
  

 

 
                  Jack Creek Preserve Foundation, P.O.  Box 3, Ennis, Montana 59729 

                  406-682-3358; info@jackcreekpreserve.org; www.jackcreekpreserve.org 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

BRIAN BENYO 
President 
Brilex Industries 
 
JOHN KNAPTON 
Vice President 
Big Sky Resort 
 
LOREN TUCKER 
Treasurer 
Retired 
 
DOTTIE FOSSEL 
Founder/Secretary 
Retired 
 
DAVID BARBISAN 
HB Land and Construction 
 
MEGAN CLARK 
 
JON FOSSEL 
Founder 
 
PIETER FOSSEL 
Hydrosat Inc 
 
SCOTT FOSSEL 
Retired 
 
JASON HICKS 
Hicks Engineering 
 
BOB ROWE 
Northwestern Energy 
 
MICHAEL SCHLEGEL 
Retired 
 
 
 

 

March 23, 2022 

 

Big Sky Resort Tax 

 

To whom it may concern, 

I am writing in support of the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance’s (Alliance) 

funding request for their Community Education & Collaboration Project. The 

Alliance’s efforts to protect natural resources from invasive species through youth 

education has been a great success at our summer Outdoor Skills Camps for 

several years. Invasive species education is critical to include in the conservation 

classes that we offer to our campers, and we hope to be able to continue partnering 

with the Alliance. 

Jack Creek Preserve Foundation benefits from the Alliance’s knowledge, 

experience, and educational materials every year to educate up to 50 youth at one 

of our Outdoor Skills Camps. Jennifer Mohler discusses invasive species, their 

impacts on our natural resources and wildlife, and plays educational games that 

are always a hit with the campers. The class also includes a hike on the Preserve 

to look for noxious weeds, discuss their diagnostic characteristics, and remove 

any that we come across. While we can provide the campers with hands-on 

opportunities to identify noxious weeds on the Preserve, we really rely on the 

expertise and educational materials from the Alliance to provide a thorough class. 

Please consider funding the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance’s request to 

facilitate their continued impact on noxious weed education and management. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
 

Abigail King  

Executive Director 

Jack Creek Preserve Foundation 
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Board of Directors 

Heather Morris, 
Chairperson 

Bob Rhea, 
Vice Chairperson 

Jerry Hood, 
Treasurer 
 
Liz Kelly, 
Secretary 

Ania Bulis 

Kevin Germain 

Erik Morrison 

Julie Peinado 

Katharine Stowe 

 

 

March 17, 2022 

 

Dear Big Sky Area Resort District Board and Staff, 

 

I am writing today on behalf of Moonlight Community Foundation (MCF) in support of the 

important conservation work Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) brings to the Big Sky 

Community.   MCF has had a great working grant/grantee relationship with GISA since 

2016.  The information below outlines the programs and projects we have proudly helped 

to support: 

• Clean Recreation Project: MCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s 

Clean Recreation Projects since 2016.  We funded the cooperative Clean.Drain.Dry. 

in the Upper Gallatin Campaign (total of $14,000) from 2016-2018, helping 

establish this important program that proactively address the threat of aquatic 

invasive species to our beloved Gallatin River. 

• PlayCleanGo:  MCF funded a trailhead and canyon signs in 2016, which remain in 

place today. We also funded their PlayCleanGo kits for kids in 2018. In total, we’ve 

supported this program by providing $9,000 in funding. 

• Community Education & Collaboration Project: MCF recently provided $9,500 in 

funding for the Alliance’s education trailer, as this trailer will be a highly visible 

mobile education center informing the public about our natural resources and 

wildlife habitat, inspiring appreciation for them, and demonstrating ways to 

mitigate our impact on them. We proudly support efforts to educate the public as it 

serves to protect natural resources on lands and water in Big Sky. 

• Crail Gardens: MCF has funded Crail Gardens build and improvements, including 

the outreach and education components of this project, totaling $11,500. This 

project addresses multiple natural resource concerns, compliments many ongoing 

conservation initiatives in Big Sky, and promotes simple acts of change. This project 

is an inviting, inspiring community space and outdoor education center that can be 

used for years to come. 

• Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: MCF has funded the Conserve Our 

Canyon Project, providing $2,500 to be used over a five-year period. This 

cooperative project with Custer Gallatin National Forest manages noxious weeds at 

heavily used river access sites, trailheads, and river restoration sites to improve 

wildlife habitat, benefit native plants, and enhances water quality. 

 

Part of MCF’s mission is to support conservation work in the Big Sky area.   The value of 

GISA’s projects has and continue to be instrumental to maintain healthy and resilient native 

ecosystems in the upper Gallatin Watershed.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Anna Shipley 

Executive Director 
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1111 Research Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 | (406) 586-5522 x3614 | yccf@yellowstoneclub.com 

 Board of Directors 
 
Sam Byrne 
President 

 
Loren Bough 
Vice President 
 
Charlie Callander 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Joanie Hall 
 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Andrew McEntire 
 
Melinda Reed 
 
Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

To:                       Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:              Partner Letter of Support for GISA 
 
 

To the Resort Tax Board members: 
 
The Yellowstone Club Community Foundation is a proud supporter of the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance. YCCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s clean 
recreation projects since 2017 and we look forward to continuing this partnership.  
 
Over the years, YCCF has supported numerous projects that are important to the 
broader Big Sky community, including the Clean Recreation Project, the Wildlife Habitat 
Conservation Project, and Crail Gardens, which role model drought resistant landscaping 
in this historic setting. In YCCF’s most recent grant cycle, YCCF enthusiastically funded 
GISA’s new mobile education center.  
 
 
Please reach out with any questions. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 

Ruthi Solari 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (707) 206-8993 
ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com 
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To:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 
From:  Shantell Martin, Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign (MNWEC) 
Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant  
 
This letter is written to inform you of the working relationship between myself, project 

coordinator for the Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign (MNWEC)  and the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance, hereafter referred to as the Alliance.  

 
The MNWEC provides educational resources, technical assistance, and guidance on national, state, and 

local clean recreational campaigns including Clean.Drain.Dry. and PlayCleanGo. Each of these campaigns 

focus on driving behavioral change so that each recreationalist can “do their part” to help stop invasive 

species. Education is the first line of defense in any successful invasive species management program 

and educating the public about why they should care and take responsibility while out recreating has a 

positive impact on both private and public lands and waters in Montana. This is clearly demonstrated by 

the survey, “Noxious weed views and behaviors in Montana after 25 years of public education” 

conducted in 2019 as well as in the subsequent peer reviewed journal article published in 2021 (Link to 

here: https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/invasive-plant-science-and-

management/article/noxious-weed-views-and-behaviors-in-montana-after-25-years-of-public-

education/5FC9D6CA0C67C066A92CA5FA8CC16E4E). Now, more than ever Montanans are actively 

participating in noxious weed and invasive species prevention activities; this change has been driven by 

the extensive work in advertising and public outreach conducted by the MNWEC and partners including 

the Alliance. 

The MNWEC is a statewide organization that provides assistance to federal, state, county, and tribal 

land management agencies to design, develop, produce and distribute educational materials for on the 

ground use in Montana and beyond. The MNWEC produces materials in mixed media forms that range 

from outdoor advertising billboards and television advertisements to printed materials and handouts 

such as brochures, guidebooks, posters and other print publications. These materials are designed with 

entities such as the Alliance in mind; the MNWEC’s main purpose is to provide assistance to groups such 

as the Alliance to promote a cohesive and collaborative statewide invasive species educational message 

that reaches landowners, recreationalists, and visitors alike. Education through awareness and outreach 

not only encourage the public to actively participate in spread prevention, but also have huge impacts 

on the lands and waters in Montana; education and awareness benefit everyone.  

Noxious weeds know no boundaries therefore landowners are a critical component of noxious weed 

management and control. Active stewardship by private landowners through awareness and education 

provided by the Alliance is invaluable to protect Montana’s natural resources. The MNWEC recently 

assisted the Alliance by providing editorial assistance in the Alliance’s new publication the Landowner 

Stewardship Guide. The MNWEC relies heavily on strong partnerships with grassroots organizations such 

as the Alliance to further its mission and provide top-notch educational opportunities, publications and 

presentations to serve all of Montana and its visitors. As the age-old saying goes, “An ounce of 

prevention is worth a pound of cure,” couldn’t be truer today; it’s organizations like the Alliance that are 

the backbone to providing on the ground, local assistance to provide that “prevention” message to local 

residents of the Big Sky area and to visitors alike. The MNWEC is proud to partner with the Alliance and 
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will continue to build the vital working relationship that has proven effective and successful for many 

years. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Shantell Martin, Project Coordinator 

Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign (MNWEC) 

(406) 883-7375, Shantell.frame@montana.edu  
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To:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 
From:  Jane Mangold 
Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant 
 
This letter is written to inform you of the working relationship between myself and the Gallatin Invasive 
Species Alliance, hereafter referred to as the Alliance. 

Community Education & Collaboration Project: To protect natural resources from invasive species, the 
Alliance works collaboratively with partners and organizations on an array of projects, creates and 
disseminates educational materials, and provides educational opportunities via local kid’s camps, 
farmers market, guided hikes, and classes. 

MSU Extension, and more specifically, I as the Extension Invasive Plant Specialist, provide publications 
and technical resources regarding invasive plant and noxious weed identification, biology, ecology, and 
management that the Alliance distributes and uses in educational programs in the community. In 
addition to printed materials, we also share short educational videos about invasive plants and noxious 
weeds that the Alliance uses in a variety of public outreach events as well as through the Alliance’s social 
media presence. 

Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  Wildlife in our area face habitat loss and degradation due to 
invasive species introduction and spread. The Alliance works to mitigate the threat via noxious weed 
management on bighorn sheep winter range, in the Gallatin Canyon, in HOA open space, and with our 
community weed pulls. 

MSU Extension is also working with the Alliance as a partner on the invasive plant management test 
plots that explore options for restoring bighorn sheep winter range. One project was conducted 2015-
2018 and tested cheatgrass control options in combination with seeding of native grasses. An upcoming 
project will assess the efficacy of indaziflam (Rejuvra) to suppress cheatgrass and release remnant native 
plants. Other research that I have conducted suggests this could be a powerful tool for controlling 
annual grasses and could lead to further enhancement of native vegetation that supports bighorn sheep 
in winter. For both projects, I have served as a technical advisor and have been or will be in the field to 
help evaluate results. 

The partnership between the Alliance and the MSU Extension invasive plant and noxious weed program 
is mutually beneficial. We learn from each other—I learn about on-the-ground needs associated with 
invasive plant and noxious weed education and management, and the Alliance is provided with science-
based technical information that ensures it is sharing accurate and up-to-date materials with 
stakeholders and audiences. This is especially important in this time of unprecedented growth and 
development in Montana. Where people are, weeds are, and we have a responsibility to be good 
stewards of our natural environment.   

Sincerely, 

 

Jane Mangold, Professor and MSU-Extension Invasive Plant Specialist 
(406)994-5513, jane.mangold@montana.edu 
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Landowner Stewardship Project 

Project Partner Letters 
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United States 

Department of 

Agriculture 

Forest 

Service 

Custer Gallatin National Forest Bozeman Ranger District 

3710 Fallon St., Suite C 

Bozeman, MT 59718 

406-522-2520 

 

  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper  

File Code: 2900 

Date: March 21, 2022 

 

Big Sky Resort Tax District Board 

11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204 

P.O. Box 160661 

Big Sky, MT 59716 

  

Re: Letter of support for Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance   
 

Dear Members of the Board, 

 

I am writing to express strong support of the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance 2022 Big Sky 

Resort Tax Application.  The Bozeman Ranger District of the Custer Gallatin National Forest 

(CGNF) and the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) have worked in partnership on various 

important projects benefiting public lands. This partnership has allowed us to implement 

recreational signage, educate the public on the health of public lands, improve stewardship of 

adjacent private lands, and the monitoring and management of invasive species for important 

habitats on National Forest System lands. 

  

Continued funding through the Big Sky Resort Tax will allow our partnership to undertake some 

important projects addressing invasive species management. These projects include: 

 

1. Clean Recreation Project:  The CGNF recognized that educating the public about clean 

recreation practices is key to preventing the establishment and spread of invasive species. We 

are partners with the GISA on signage to do just that. We support the effort, as education and 

prevention is key to protecting our natural resources and has a positive impact on public lands.  

 

2. Community Education & Collaboration Project: The CGNF is an education trailer partner 

and funder. This trailer will be a highly visible attractant that will inform the public about our 

natural resources and wildlife habitat, inspire appreciation for them, and demonstrate ways to 

mitigate impacts. Educating the public serves to protect natural resources on public lands. 

 

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  Active stewardship by private landowners directly impacts 

adjacent public lands, which is why the CGNF is a partner on this project. When the GISA 

conducts site visits, conditions on public lands adjacent to private lands being inspected are 

relayed to us. We then partner with GISA to address if needed.  

 

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  The CGNF works with the Alliance to manage 

invasive species via the Bighorn Winter Range Treatment & Conserve Our Canyon Project. We 

work cooperatively to identify treatment areas, plan and execute treatment. The GISA serves as 

eyes on the ground, providing invasive species monitoring information. Finally, we partner with 
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GISA for the annual Gallatin River Weed Pull. Located on public lands, the removal of noxious 

weeds improves wildlife habitat, benefits native plants, and enhances water quality.  

Conservation work employed by partner organizations, such as the GISA, is of great benefit to the 

Custer Gallatin National Forest and benefits public lands. I am excited about our partnership with 

and the improvements we have made to public lands as it relates to eradication of invasive species 

and educating the public. The Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance’s considerable experience 

providing invasive species education, habitat monitoring, and management is a valuable 

contribution to conservation efforts on the Custer Gallatin National Forest. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

COREY R LEWELLEN 

District Ranger 
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Gallatin County Weed District 

903 North Black 

Bozeman, MT  59715 

406.582.3265 

weeddistrict@gallatin.mt.gov 

www.gallatin.mt.gov 
 

 

 

To:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 

 

The Gallatin County Weed District (District) and the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (Alliance) have 

had a strong partnership since 2008.  The rapid population growth, record visitation and explosive 

development that Gallatin County is experiencing have all created ideal conditions for invasive species 

introduction, establishment, and expansion.  The need for increased awareness, monitoring and 

management of invasive species has never been greater in Gallatin County.  The District considers the 

Alliance to be an extension of our education efforts.  We fully support and assist the Alliance with their 

mission of working to protect natural resources from the threats of invasive species through a variety 

of projects, including:  

 

Clean Recreation:  The District recognizes that educating the public about clean recreation practices 

is key to preventing the introduction, establishment and spread of invasive species. We are partners 

with the Alliance on a robust signage and media campaign that promotes Play Clean Go and Clean Drain 

Dry messages.  The District has assisted the Alliance in obtaining grant funding and have provided 

logistical support for the campaign, and we will continue these partnership efforts in the future. 

 

Community Education & Collaboration: The District and the Alliance partner for many youth 

and adult educational events in Gallatin County, including the Gallatin County Farm Fair, Ophir 

School Field Trip, Big Sky kids’ camps, and many others. The District provides teaching assistance 

and educational materials for these events.  The District is also partnering with the Alliance on the 

education trailer by providing some funding and helping with planning and development.  This trailer 

will serve as a mobile classroom and office, and will have highly visible messaging on the exterior that 

promotes awareness of invasive species to all who see it.   

 

Crail Gardens:  The District has supported the Alliance’s work associated with the native 

demonstration garden, including construction, maintenance, and educational programming.  This 

garden has shown residents the beauty and importance of native plants in a healthy ecosystem and 
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has highlighted what will be lost if invasive species are not managed.  We have assisted with raising 

funds to build and maintain the garden, and participate in educational events at the garden whenever 

possible.  

 

Landowner Stewardship:  Assisting private landowners is one of the core missions for both the 

District and the Alliance. Managing invasive species is something that all landowners have a moral, 

ethical and legal obligation to do, but not all know where to start.  Providing education to landowners 

is critical to achieving success in the large scale management of invasive species.  The District 

provides the Alliance with educational materials, a list of commercial applicators, technical advice, 

and landowner referrals. The District also provides logistical support (including herbicide, sprayers 

and people) for the Alliance’s HOA project.  

 

Wildlife Habitat Conservation:  The District works with the Alliance to manage invasive species 

for the benefit of wildlife on the Bighorn Winter Range Treatment & Conserve Our Canyon Projects. 

We work cooperatively to identify treatment areas, create management plans, and execute treatment 

efforts.  The District provides herbicide, sprayers and people for these projects. The Alliance serves as 

eyes on the ground, providing invasive species monitoring information and reporting when and where 

new invaders are found. Finally, we partner with the Alliance on community weed pulls by providing 

supplies and manpower for the efforts.  

 

The partnership between the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance and the Gallatin County Weed District 

is mutually beneficial and greatly enhances overall invasive species management in Gallatin County.  

 

Sincerely,  

Michael Jones  

Gallatin County Weed District 
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a. Board opinion is that affordable housing is good!  From CD standpoint- agricultural and 

water rights/water availability concerns.  Question on if water rights were transferred?  

Draft a letter mentioning GCD’s opinions on the development.  Mention 310 law.  Dry 

Creek/perennial stream runs through there and (potentially) Mammoth Ditch.  Would like to 

see some more trees/landscaping incorporated.   

 

March 23, 2022 

 

To:  Big Sky Resort Tax 

From:  Gallatin Conservation District 

Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant 
 

To Whom it May Concern:   

 

I am writing this letter in support of Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) as you consider them for your grant funding.  

GISA has a long standing relationship with Gallatin Conservation District (GCD).  We’ve worked with and partnered with 

them on multiple projects.  The work performed by GISA plays an instrumental role in carrying out our mutual missions of 

promoting and guiding the preservation of natural resources in Gallatin County.   

 

To highlight some examples of our working relationship and projects with GISA:   

 

1. Community Education & Collaboration Project: GCD is an education trailer partner and funder. We sponsored an 

application for a DNRC 223 grant, which the Alliance was awarded. We look forward to having the Alliance bring the trailer 

to GCD events to educate the public about invasive species, clean recreation and implementing sustainable landscaping 

methods. The GCD is also a partner and financial supporter of pasture management class for small acreage, serving 

landowners withing Gallatin County. This comprehensive class provides landowners the information and resources to 

sustainably manage their natural resources. Finally, the GCD partners with the Alliance to educate the public about various 

natural resource concerns by sharing information, providing technical assistance, and promoting social media posts.   

 

2. Crail Gardens:  GCD helped fund the build of the garden, being 1 of 5 “garden sponsors”. GCD is a partner educating 

people on the threats of invasive species, and promoting the use of native plants in our landscapes. GCD has helped the 

Alliance in development of a Big Sky specific pollinator mix, like our Pollinator Initiative. Crail Gardens and the Alliance’s 

work to promote the use of native plants aligns with many of our conservation goals, and we support the effort to inspire and 

motivate landowners to make sustainable changes to their landscapes.  

 

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  The GCD refers landowners in our project area to us for assistance. We will 

cooperate with the Alliance on landowner stewardship projects if they arise. 

 

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  The GCD has been a funder and supporter of the Conserve Our Canyon 

Project. The GCD provided full funding for the project in 2019, and continues to contribute annually. Invasive species in the 

canyon not only impact water resources, wildlife, and recreationalists, but also downstream agricultural water users.  

 

Conservation projects performed by the Alliance benefit the entire county and our natural resources.  Funding through this 

grant is paramount in ensuring their continued dedicated work in their service to Gallatin County.   

  

Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Becky Clements 

District Administrator 

Gallatin Conservation District 

p: 406-282-4350 • e: becky@gallatincd.org 

  

Est. 1949 
  

Conservation 
  

Development 
  

Self-Government 

PO Box 569 

Manhattan, MT  59741 

  
406-282-4350 
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                                PO Box 160251, Big Sky, Montana  59716-0251 
 
 
 
To: The Big Sky Resort Tax Board    March 16, 2022 
From: The Antler Ridge Board of Directors 
 
Re: Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance Funding Request 
 
This letter is in support of GISA’s annual grant request.  
 
From 2018-2020, Antler Ridge HOA partnered with the Alliance to manage invasive 
plant species in open space / wildlife habitats. The Alliance, along with the Gallatin 
County Weed District, brought materials (back pack sprayers and herbicide) for a 
cooperative treatment day. They educated landowners, guided treatments, and provided 
resources on “spray day” and upon request also facilitated active stewardship by 
individual property owners to address invasive species and protection of native 
ecosystems on their lots.  
 
In 2020 and 2021, HOA leaders partnered with the Alliance to conduct a half day walk 
through in order to make a full assessments of each property within the HOA and the 
open spaces We then reached out to landowners, provided information which we received 
from the Alliance on how to manage noxious weeds. We also sprayed lots that needed 
treatment and charged that back to the owners.  
 
The Alliance continues to be a resource to both the HOA and all property owners within 
it and we intend to do our annual walkthrough and evaluation again in 2022. 

 

Since we started working with the Alliance we have seen a dramatic decrease in invasives 
and a return of the natives, (especially the Lupine) in those areas that we have been 
consistently treating for the past 5 years. Without the Alliance, the landowners and the 
board would not have had the stewardship knowledge and/or resources to kick off the 
management of open space for the benefit of wildlife and to have a foundation from 
which we have been able to build our current activities.  
 
Michelle Kristula-Green 
Antler Ridge Board of Directors - Communications Director 
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March 24, 2022

To:                 Big Sky Resort Area District
Subject:         Partner Letter of Support for Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance

The Spanish Peaks Community Foundation has always supported the efforts of the Gallatin
Invasive Species Alliance. Here are projects that the Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
(SPCF) has funded:

1. Clean Recreation Project: SPCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s clean
recreation projects since 2016.

a. We funded the cooperative Clean.Drain.Dry. in the Upper Gallatin Campaign (total of
$9,000) in 2016 and 2018, helping establish this important program that proactively
addresses the threat of aquatic invasive species to our beloved Gallatin River.

b. We provided $1,000 in funding for the Alliance’s PlayCleanGo kits for kids in 2018,
which are still being distributed to Ophir School second graders.

2. Crail Gardens: SPCF has funded Crail Gardens build and improvements, including the
outreach and education components of this project, totaling $6,250. $2,750 of that funding
will be utilized this year. This project addresses multiple natural resource concerns,
compliments many ongoing conservation initiatives in Big Sky, and promotes simple acts of
change. This project is an inviting, inspiring community space and outdoor education center
that can be used for years to come.

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  SPCF provided $,1000 in funding for the Alliance’s
Landowner Stewardship Project, assisting with landowner education and outreach, site
visits, and enabling the creation of a Landowner Stewardship Guide for distribution in spring
of 2022. Additionally, SPCF has provided $1,000 for their HOA (Habitat Owners Association)
Project, which resulted in the treatment of 51 acres of prime year-round elk habitat in 2021.

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: SPCF has funded the Conserve Our Canyon
project, providing $1,500 to be used over a five-year period (2021-2025). This cooperative
project with Custer Gallatin National Forest to manage noxious weeds at heavily used river
access sites, trailheads, and river restoration sites improves wildlife habitat, benefits native
plants, and enhances water quality.

5. Operational Funding: SPCF helped the Alliance during the COVID crisis by providing a
general operating grant for $3,500, to address funding shortfalls and keep the organization
afloat.

Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 142 of 221



SPCF is proud to partner with GISA and believes that the organization plays a critical role in
preserving the history of Big Sky, while also educating our community about native plants.

Sincerely,

Hannah Richardson
Executive Director
Spanish Peaks Community Foundation

Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 143 of 221



Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 144 of 221



To:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 
From:  Shantell Martin, Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign (MNWEC) 
Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant  
 
This letter is written to inform you of the working relationship between myself, project 

coordinator for the Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign (MNWEC)  and the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance, hereafter referred to as the Alliance.  

 
The MNWEC provides educational resources, technical assistance, and guidance on national, state, and 

local clean recreational campaigns including Clean.Drain.Dry. and PlayCleanGo. Each of these campaigns 

focus on driving behavioral change so that each recreationalist can “do their part” to help stop invasive 

species. Education is the first line of defense in any successful invasive species management program 

and educating the public about why they should care and take responsibility while out recreating has a 

positive impact on both private and public lands and waters in Montana. This is clearly demonstrated by 

the survey, “Noxious weed views and behaviors in Montana after 25 years of public education” 

conducted in 2019 as well as in the subsequent peer reviewed journal article published in 2021 (Link to 

here: https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/invasive-plant-science-and-

management/article/noxious-weed-views-and-behaviors-in-montana-after-25-years-of-public-

education/5FC9D6CA0C67C066A92CA5FA8CC16E4E). Now, more than ever Montanans are actively 

participating in noxious weed and invasive species prevention activities; this change has been driven by 

the extensive work in advertising and public outreach conducted by the MNWEC and partners including 

the Alliance. 

The MNWEC is a statewide organization that provides assistance to federal, state, county, and tribal 

land management agencies to design, develop, produce and distribute educational materials for on the 

ground use in Montana and beyond. The MNWEC produces materials in mixed media forms that range 

from outdoor advertising billboards and television advertisements to printed materials and handouts 

such as brochures, guidebooks, posters and other print publications. These materials are designed with 

entities such as the Alliance in mind; the MNWEC’s main purpose is to provide assistance to groups such 

as the Alliance to promote a cohesive and collaborative statewide invasive species educational message 

that reaches landowners, recreationalists, and visitors alike. Education through awareness and outreach 

not only encourage the public to actively participate in spread prevention, but also have huge impacts 

on the lands and waters in Montana; education and awareness benefit everyone.  

Noxious weeds know no boundaries therefore landowners are a critical component of noxious weed 

management and control. Active stewardship by private landowners through awareness and education 

provided by the Alliance is invaluable to protect Montana’s natural resources. The MNWEC recently 

assisted the Alliance by providing editorial assistance in the Alliance’s new publication the Landowner 

Stewardship Guide. The MNWEC relies heavily on strong partnerships with grassroots organizations such 

as the Alliance to further its mission and provide top-notch educational opportunities, publications and 

presentations to serve all of Montana and its visitors. As the age-old saying goes, “An ounce of 

prevention is worth a pound of cure,” couldn’t be truer today; it’s organizations like the Alliance that are 

the backbone to providing on the ground, local assistance to provide that “prevention” message to local 

residents of the Big Sky area and to visitors alike. The MNWEC is proud to partner with the Alliance and 
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will continue to build the vital working relationship that has proven effective and successful for many 

years. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Shantell Martin, Project Coordinator 

Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign (MNWEC) 

(406) 883-7375, Shantell.frame@montana.edu  
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BIG SKY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 
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Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project 

Project Partner Letters 
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United States 

Department of 

Agriculture 

Forest 

Service 

Custer Gallatin National Forest Bozeman Ranger District 

3710 Fallon St., Suite C 

Bozeman, MT 59718 

406-522-2520 

 

  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper  

File Code: 2900 

Date: March 21, 2022 

 

Big Sky Resort Tax District Board 

11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204 

P.O. Box 160661 

Big Sky, MT 59716 

  

Re: Letter of support for Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance   
 

Dear Members of the Board, 

 

I am writing to express strong support of the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance 2022 Big Sky 

Resort Tax Application.  The Bozeman Ranger District of the Custer Gallatin National Forest 

(CGNF) and the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) have worked in partnership on various 

important projects benefiting public lands. This partnership has allowed us to implement 

recreational signage, educate the public on the health of public lands, improve stewardship of 

adjacent private lands, and the monitoring and management of invasive species for important 

habitats on National Forest System lands. 

  

Continued funding through the Big Sky Resort Tax will allow our partnership to undertake some 

important projects addressing invasive species management. These projects include: 

 

1. Clean Recreation Project:  The CGNF recognized that educating the public about clean 

recreation practices is key to preventing the establishment and spread of invasive species. We 

are partners with the GISA on signage to do just that. We support the effort, as education and 

prevention is key to protecting our natural resources and has a positive impact on public lands.  

 

2. Community Education & Collaboration Project: The CGNF is an education trailer partner 

and funder. This trailer will be a highly visible attractant that will inform the public about our 

natural resources and wildlife habitat, inspire appreciation for them, and demonstrate ways to 

mitigate impacts. Educating the public serves to protect natural resources on public lands. 

 

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  Active stewardship by private landowners directly impacts 

adjacent public lands, which is why the CGNF is a partner on this project. When the GISA 

conducts site visits, conditions on public lands adjacent to private lands being inspected are 

relayed to us. We then partner with GISA to address if needed.  

 

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  The CGNF works with the Alliance to manage 

invasive species via the Bighorn Winter Range Treatment & Conserve Our Canyon Project. We 

work cooperatively to identify treatment areas, plan and execute treatment. The GISA serves as 

eyes on the ground, providing invasive species monitoring information. Finally, we partner with 
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GISA for the annual Gallatin River Weed Pull. Located on public lands, the removal of noxious 

weeds improves wildlife habitat, benefits native plants, and enhances water quality.  

Conservation work employed by partner organizations, such as the GISA, is of great benefit to the 

Custer Gallatin National Forest and benefits public lands. I am excited about our partnership with 

and the improvements we have made to public lands as it relates to eradication of invasive species 

and educating the public. The Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance’s considerable experience 

providing invasive species education, habitat monitoring, and management is a valuable 

contribution to conservation efforts on the Custer Gallatin National Forest. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

COREY R LEWELLEN 

District Ranger 
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Gallatin County Weed District 

903 North Black 

Bozeman, MT  59715 

406.582.3265 

weeddistrict@gallatin.mt.gov 

www.gallatin.mt.gov 
 

 

 

To:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 

 

The Gallatin County Weed District (District) and the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (Alliance) have 

had a strong partnership since 2008.  The rapid population growth, record visitation and explosive 

development that Gallatin County is experiencing have all created ideal conditions for invasive species 

introduction, establishment, and expansion.  The need for increased awareness, monitoring and 

management of invasive species has never been greater in Gallatin County.  The District considers the 

Alliance to be an extension of our education efforts.  We fully support and assist the Alliance with their 

mission of working to protect natural resources from the threats of invasive species through a variety 

of projects, including:  

 

Clean Recreation:  The District recognizes that educating the public about clean recreation practices 

is key to preventing the introduction, establishment and spread of invasive species. We are partners 

with the Alliance on a robust signage and media campaign that promotes Play Clean Go and Clean Drain 

Dry messages.  The District has assisted the Alliance in obtaining grant funding and have provided 

logistical support for the campaign, and we will continue these partnership efforts in the future. 

 

Community Education & Collaboration: The District and the Alliance partner for many youth 

and adult educational events in Gallatin County, including the Gallatin County Farm Fair, Ophir 

School Field Trip, Big Sky kids’ camps, and many others. The District provides teaching assistance 

and educational materials for these events.  The District is also partnering with the Alliance on the 

education trailer by providing some funding and helping with planning and development.  This trailer 

will serve as a mobile classroom and office, and will have highly visible messaging on the exterior that 

promotes awareness of invasive species to all who see it.   

 

Crail Gardens:  The District has supported the Alliance’s work associated with the native 

demonstration garden, including construction, maintenance, and educational programming.  This 

garden has shown residents the beauty and importance of native plants in a healthy ecosystem and 
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has highlighted what will be lost if invasive species are not managed.  We have assisted with raising 

funds to build and maintain the garden, and participate in educational events at the garden whenever 

possible.  

 

Landowner Stewardship:  Assisting private landowners is one of the core missions for both the 

District and the Alliance. Managing invasive species is something that all landowners have a moral, 

ethical and legal obligation to do, but not all know where to start.  Providing education to landowners 

is critical to achieving success in the large scale management of invasive species.  The District 

provides the Alliance with educational materials, a list of commercial applicators, technical advice, 

and landowner referrals. The District also provides logistical support (including herbicide, sprayers 

and people) for the Alliance’s HOA project.  

 

Wildlife Habitat Conservation:  The District works with the Alliance to manage invasive species 

for the benefit of wildlife on the Bighorn Winter Range Treatment & Conserve Our Canyon Projects. 

We work cooperatively to identify treatment areas, create management plans, and execute treatment 

efforts.  The District provides herbicide, sprayers and people for these projects. The Alliance serves as 

eyes on the ground, providing invasive species monitoring information and reporting when and where 

new invaders are found. Finally, we partner with the Alliance on community weed pulls by providing 

supplies and manpower for the efforts.  

 

The partnership between the Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance and the Gallatin County Weed District 

is mutually beneficial and greatly enhances overall invasive species management in Gallatin County.  

 

Sincerely,  

Michael Jones  

Gallatin County Weed District 
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Partnering with our community to lead conservation and inspire stewardship of the Gallatin River Watershed 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
March 28, 2022 

Dear Resort Tax Board of Directors, 

I am writing on behalf of the Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) regarding our partnership with the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance (Alliance) as it relates to GISA’s FY23 project requests for the Clean Recreation 
Project, Crail Gardens, and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project.  

Clean Recreation Project:  In 2017, the GRTF and the Alliance joined forces to launch a comprehensive 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) education and outreach campaign in Big Sky and Gallatin Canyon. The 

project works to address and mitigate the spread of AIS through human activity in the Upper Gallatin 

Watershed with an educational campaign focused on “Clean.Drain.Dry.” principles. Over the past 4 

years, we have successfully executed a comprehensive Clean.Drain.Dry. educational campaign via youth 

programming with local schools and camps, distributed campaign materials, placed ads in local and 

regional publications, installed interpretive signage at Moose Creek Flat, and disseminated information 

through outreach events. We are cooperating partners in this effort, as education and prevention is key 

to protecting the Gallatin River.  

Crail Gardens:  GRTF provided funding for build, helped with planting and ongoing maintenance, 

partnered in education events (Streamside series). This native demonstration garden is recognized as a 

Trout Friendly Landscape and serves to inspire the community to adopt sustainable landscaping 

methods to conserve water, provide wildlife habitat and preserve our historic landscape.  

Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: GRTF provides funding to the Alliance for invasive plant 

management at river restoration sites, via their Conserve Our Canyon project. Such ongoing 

maintenance of these sites is critical to ensure project success and protect the Gallatin River.  

We look forward to continuing and expanding our partnership efforts.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
Emily O’Connor 
Conservation Director    
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Actively working to conserve, protect and restore  
southwest Montana’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds since 1968. 

 

Madison-Gallatin Trout Unlimited               PO Box 52, Bozeman, MT 59771               mgtroutunlimited@gmail.com 
www.mgtu.org 

 

 
 
March 21, 2022 
 
Re: Big Sky Resort Tax  
     
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Madison-Gallatin Chapter of Trout Unlimited (MGTU) is proud to be a partner in projects with the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance (GISA). The Gallatin River is a precious local resource that must be protected. The 
conservation work enacted by GISA is of great benefit to the Gallatin River and water resources of Montana.  
 
Below are some examples of our chapter’s collaborative efforts with GISA: 
 
Clean Recreation Project:  MGTU recognizes that educating the public about clean recreation practices is key to 
preventing the establishment and spread of invasive species to protect our local waters. We support the effort 
and share the Clean.Drain.Dry. message via social media and promotional materials produced by the Alliance, as 
education and prevention are key to protecting our local waters.   

Community Education & Collaboration Project:  GISA is building a mobile-education trailer to educate the 
public on native plants, invasive species, and clean recreation practices. Our chapter is partner and funder of the 
education trailer. This trailer will be a highly visible attractant that will certainly have positive impacts on lands 
and waters in and around the Gallatin/Big Sky area…and across the state.  

Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  MGTU has been an event partner of the annual Gallatin River Weed Pull 
since 2010. Our chapter attends, helps to promote, and co-hosts the weed pull. With 9,129 pounds of noxious 
weeds collected to date, the benefit to the Gallatin River is clear. 

Our board and chapter members greatly appreciate the tangible ways we can assist GISA in our shared goals – to 
educate the public and conserve the Gallatin River watershed. We support the work of the Gallatin Invasive 
Species Alliance, and we hope you will too! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sarah Clark, Chapter President 
Madison-Gallatin Trout Unlimited 
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a. Board opinion is that affordable housing is good!  From CD standpoint- agricultural and 

water rights/water availability concerns.  Question on if water rights were transferred?  

Draft a letter mentioning GCD’s opinions on the development.  Mention 310 law.  Dry 

Creek/perennial stream runs through there and (potentially) Mammoth Ditch.  Would like to 

see some more trees/landscaping incorporated.   

 

March 23, 2022 

 

To:  Big Sky Resort Tax 

From:  Gallatin Conservation District 

Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant 
 

To Whom it May Concern:   

 

I am writing this letter in support of Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) as you consider them for your grant funding.  

GISA has a long standing relationship with Gallatin Conservation District (GCD).  We’ve worked with and partnered with 

them on multiple projects.  The work performed by GISA plays an instrumental role in carrying out our mutual missions of 

promoting and guiding the preservation of natural resources in Gallatin County.   

 

To highlight some examples of our working relationship and projects with GISA:   

 

1. Community Education & Collaboration Project: GCD is an education trailer partner and funder. We sponsored an 

application for a DNRC 223 grant, which the Alliance was awarded. We look forward to having the Alliance bring the trailer 

to GCD events to educate the public about invasive species, clean recreation and implementing sustainable landscaping 

methods. The GCD is also a partner and financial supporter of pasture management class for small acreage, serving 

landowners withing Gallatin County. This comprehensive class provides landowners the information and resources to 

sustainably manage their natural resources. Finally, the GCD partners with the Alliance to educate the public about various 

natural resource concerns by sharing information, providing technical assistance, and promoting social media posts.   

 

2. Crail Gardens:  GCD helped fund the build of the garden, being 1 of 5 “garden sponsors”. GCD is a partner educating 

people on the threats of invasive species, and promoting the use of native plants in our landscapes. GCD has helped the 

Alliance in development of a Big Sky specific pollinator mix, like our Pollinator Initiative. Crail Gardens and the Alliance’s 

work to promote the use of native plants aligns with many of our conservation goals, and we support the effort to inspire and 

motivate landowners to make sustainable changes to their landscapes.  

 

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  The GCD refers landowners in our project area to us for assistance. We will 

cooperate with the Alliance on landowner stewardship projects if they arise. 

 

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  The GCD has been a funder and supporter of the Conserve Our Canyon 

Project. The GCD provided full funding for the project in 2019, and continues to contribute annually. Invasive species in the 

canyon not only impact water resources, wildlife, and recreationalists, but also downstream agricultural water users.  

 

Conservation projects performed by the Alliance benefit the entire county and our natural resources.  Funding through this 

grant is paramount in ensuring their continued dedicated work in their service to Gallatin County.   

  

Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Becky Clements 

District Administrator 

Gallatin Conservation District 

p: 406-282-4350 • e: becky@gallatincd.org 

  

Est. 1949 
  

Conservation 
  

Development 
  

Self-Government 

PO Box 569 

Manhattan, MT  59741 

  
406-282-4350 
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Board of Directors 

Heather Morris, 
Chairperson 

Bob Rhea, 
Vice Chairperson 

Jerry Hood, 
Treasurer 
 
Liz Kelly, 
Secretary 

Ania Bulis 

Kevin Germain 

Erik Morrison 

Julie Peinado 

Katharine Stowe 

 

 

March 17, 2022 

 

Dear Big Sky Area Resort District Board and Staff, 

 

I am writing today on behalf of Moonlight Community Foundation (MCF) in support of the 

important conservation work Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance (GISA) brings to the Big Sky 

Community.   MCF has had a great working grant/grantee relationship with GISA since 

2016.  The information below outlines the programs and projects we have proudly helped 

to support: 

• Clean Recreation Project: MCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s 

Clean Recreation Projects since 2016.  We funded the cooperative Clean.Drain.Dry. 

in the Upper Gallatin Campaign (total of $14,000) from 2016-2018, helping 

establish this important program that proactively address the threat of aquatic 

invasive species to our beloved Gallatin River. 

• PlayCleanGo:  MCF funded a trailhead and canyon signs in 2016, which remain in 

place today. We also funded their PlayCleanGo kits for kids in 2018. In total, we’ve 

supported this program by providing $9,000 in funding. 

• Community Education & Collaboration Project: MCF recently provided $9,500 in 

funding for the Alliance’s education trailer, as this trailer will be a highly visible 

mobile education center informing the public about our natural resources and 

wildlife habitat, inspiring appreciation for them, and demonstrating ways to 

mitigate our impact on them. We proudly support efforts to educate the public as it 

serves to protect natural resources on lands and water in Big Sky. 

• Crail Gardens: MCF has funded Crail Gardens build and improvements, including 

the outreach and education components of this project, totaling $11,500. This 

project addresses multiple natural resource concerns, compliments many ongoing 

conservation initiatives in Big Sky, and promotes simple acts of change. This project 

is an inviting, inspiring community space and outdoor education center that can be 

used for years to come. 

• Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: MCF has funded the Conserve Our 

Canyon Project, providing $2,500 to be used over a five-year period. This 

cooperative project with Custer Gallatin National Forest manages noxious weeds at 

heavily used river access sites, trailheads, and river restoration sites to improve 

wildlife habitat, benefit native plants, and enhances water quality. 

 

Part of MCF’s mission is to support conservation work in the Big Sky area.   The value of 

GISA’s projects has and continue to be instrumental to maintain healthy and resilient native 

ecosystems in the upper Gallatin Watershed.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Anna Shipley 

Executive Director 
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March 24, 2022

To:                 Big Sky Resort Area District
Subject:         Partner Letter of Support for Gallatin Invasive Species Alliance

The Spanish Peaks Community Foundation has always supported the efforts of the Gallatin
Invasive Species Alliance. Here are projects that the Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
(SPCF) has funded:

1. Clean Recreation Project: SPCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s clean
recreation projects since 2016.

a. We funded the cooperative Clean.Drain.Dry. in the Upper Gallatin Campaign (total of
$9,000) in 2016 and 2018, helping establish this important program that proactively
addresses the threat of aquatic invasive species to our beloved Gallatin River.

b. We provided $1,000 in funding for the Alliance’s PlayCleanGo kits for kids in 2018,
which are still being distributed to Ophir School second graders.

2. Crail Gardens: SPCF has funded Crail Gardens build and improvements, including the
outreach and education components of this project, totaling $6,250. $2,750 of that funding
will be utilized this year. This project addresses multiple natural resource concerns,
compliments many ongoing conservation initiatives in Big Sky, and promotes simple acts of
change. This project is an inviting, inspiring community space and outdoor education center
that can be used for years to come.

3. Landowner Stewardship Project:  SPCF provided $,1000 in funding for the Alliance’s
Landowner Stewardship Project, assisting with landowner education and outreach, site
visits, and enabling the creation of a Landowner Stewardship Guide for distribution in spring
of 2022. Additionally, SPCF has provided $1,000 for their HOA (Habitat Owners Association)
Project, which resulted in the treatment of 51 acres of prime year-round elk habitat in 2021.

4. Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project: SPCF has funded the Conserve Our Canyon
project, providing $1,500 to be used over a five-year period (2021-2025). This cooperative
project with Custer Gallatin National Forest to manage noxious weeds at heavily used river
access sites, trailheads, and river restoration sites improves wildlife habitat, benefits native
plants, and enhances water quality.

5. Operational Funding: SPCF helped the Alliance during the COVID crisis by providing a
general operating grant for $3,500, to address funding shortfalls and keep the organization
afloat.
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SPCF is proud to partner with GISA and believes that the organization plays a critical role in
preserving the history of Big Sky, while also educating our community about native plants.

Sincerely,

Hannah Richardson
Executive Director
Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
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1111 Research Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 | (406) 586-5522 x3614 | yccf@yellowstoneclub.com 

 Board of Directors 
 
Sam Byrne 
President 

 
Loren Bough 
Vice President 
 
Charlie Callander 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Joanie Hall 
 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Andrew McEntire 
 
Melinda Reed 
 
Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

To:                       Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:              Partner Letter of Support for GISA 
 
 

To the Resort Tax Board members: 
 
The Yellowstone Club Community Foundation is a proud supporter of the Gallatin 
Invasive Species Alliance. YCCF has been a partner and funder of the Alliance’s clean 
recreation projects since 2017 and we look forward to continuing this partnership.  
 
Over the years, YCCF has supported numerous projects that are important to the 
broader Big Sky community, including the Clean Recreation Project, the Wildlife Habitat 
Conservation Project, and Crail Gardens, which role model drought resistant landscaping 
in this historic setting. In YCCF’s most recent grant cycle, YCCF enthusiastically funded 
GISA’s new mobile education center.  
 
 
Please reach out with any questions. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 

Ruthi Solari 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (707) 206-8993 
ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com 
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To:  Big Sky Resort Tax Board 
From:  Jane Mangold 
Re:  Letter of working relationship & project roles for Big Sky Resort Tax grant 
 
This letter is written to inform you of the working relationship between myself and the Gallatin Invasive 
Species Alliance, hereafter referred to as the Alliance. 

Community Education & Collaboration Project: To protect natural resources from invasive species, the 
Alliance works collaboratively with partners and organizations on an array of projects, creates and 
disseminates educational materials, and provides educational opportunities via local kid’s camps, 
farmers market, guided hikes, and classes. 

MSU Extension, and more specifically, I as the Extension Invasive Plant Specialist, provide publications 
and technical resources regarding invasive plant and noxious weed identification, biology, ecology, and 
management that the Alliance distributes and uses in educational programs in the community. In 
addition to printed materials, we also share short educational videos about invasive plants and noxious 
weeds that the Alliance uses in a variety of public outreach events as well as through the Alliance’s social 
media presence. 

Wildlife Habitat Conservation Project:  Wildlife in our area face habitat loss and degradation due to 
invasive species introduction and spread. The Alliance works to mitigate the threat via noxious weed 
management on bighorn sheep winter range, in the Gallatin Canyon, in HOA open space, and with our 
community weed pulls. 

MSU Extension is also working with the Alliance as a partner on the invasive plant management test 
plots that explore options for restoring bighorn sheep winter range. One project was conducted 2015-
2018 and tested cheatgrass control options in combination with seeding of native grasses. An upcoming 
project will assess the efficacy of indaziflam (Rejuvra) to suppress cheatgrass and release remnant native 
plants. Other research that I have conducted suggests this could be a powerful tool for controlling 
annual grasses and could lead to further enhancement of native vegetation that supports bighorn sheep 
in winter. For both projects, I have served as a technical advisor and have been or will be in the field to 
help evaluate results. 

The partnership between the Alliance and the MSU Extension invasive plant and noxious weed program 
is mutually beneficial. We learn from each other—I learn about on-the-ground needs associated with 
invasive plant and noxious weed education and management, and the Alliance is provided with science-
based technical information that ensures it is sharing accurate and up-to-date materials with 
stakeholders and audiences. This is especially important in this time of unprecedented growth and 
development in Montana. Where people are, weeds are, and we have a responsibility to be good 
stewards of our natural environment.   

Sincerely, 

 

Jane Mangold, Professor and MSU-Extension Invasive Plant Specialist 
(406)994-5513, jane.mangold@montana.edu 
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PO Box 160670 

561 Little Coyote Road 

Big Sky, MT 59716 

T 406.995.2660 ⚫ F 406.995.3053 

OFFICE@WSD363.COM ⚫  WWW.WSD363.COM 

March 28, 2022 

 

Kristin Gardner, PhD VIA EMAIL ONLY 
Chief Executive and Science Officer kristin@gallatinrivertaskforce.org 
Gallatin River Task Force 
 

 

RE: BSRAD support letter 

Dear Kristin, 

On behalf of the Big Sky County Water and Sewer District we look forward to continuing 
our long-standing collaboration with the Gallatin River Task Force on the following 
projects: 

• Watershed Monitoring: as the funding entity of the Meadow Village groundwater 
monitoring project which began with the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology 
in 2014.  The wells drilled for that study are stilled used for ongoing groundwater 
investigations; 

• Stream Monitoring: as the funding sponsor of the USGS gauge station on the 
Gallatin River above Deer Creek. The District has the contract as a public entity 
and the Task Force reimburses the District for the contract costs; 

• Water Conservation: by supporting recommendations and community outreach of 
the Big Sky Water Conservation and Drought Management Plan; 

• Water Supply Resiliency: providing water supply and reuse data for the West 
Fork water budget; and 

• Community Water Communications Campaign: by providing content to highlight 
the wastewater treatment plant upgrade for digital or electronic media campaign. 

Sincerely, 

 

BIG SKY COUNTY WATER & SEWER DISTRICT 

 
 
________________________________________ 
Ron Edwards 
General Manager 
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May 29th, 2022 
Big Sky Resort Tax District Board  
11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204  
P.O. Box 160661  
Big Sky, MT 59716 
 
RE: Gallatin River Task Force FY23 Resort Tax Project Requests 
 
Dear Resort Tax Board:  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology (MBMG) to acknowledge 
our partnership role in the several projects of which the Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) is 
requesting for Resort Tax support.  
 
The MBMG has worked collaboratively with the GRTF on several projects in the Big Sky area, 
including two Ground Water Investigation Program Projects, one in the West Fork watershed 
and the other in Gallatin Canyon.  
 
Over FY23, the MBMG will partner with the GRTF on the following projects 

1. Watershed Monitoring: by sharing groundwater data and insight into groundwater 
dynamics in the Town Center/Meadow Village area. 

2. Water Supply Resilience: through supplying/advising on the Meadow Village 
groundwater model, groundwater data, and potential insight into groundwater 
dynamics in Big Sky/Gallatin Canyon. 

3. Community Water Communications Campaign: by participating in print or digital media 
that highlights the Big Sky and Gallatin Canyon GWIP projects. 

 
We look forward to working with the Gallatin River Task Force on these projects. Thank you for 
your consideration! 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ginette Abdo 
Ground Water Investigation Program 
gabdo@mtech.edu 
406 496-4152 
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PO Box 160095 
Big Sky, MT 59716 

gallatinwatersewer@gmail.com  
GallatinCanyonWSD.com 

 
 
 

Dear Big Sky Resort Tax Board of Directors, 

 

On behalf of the Gallatin Canyon County Water and Sewer District, I am writing to verify 

our role as a partner in the following requested project from the Gallatin River Task 

Force: 

• Community Water Communications Campaign: by highlighting our collaborative 

work together on creating the district and outreach and data collection for 

district expansion. 

The Task Force is in large part the reason the Canyon District exists today, serving to 

identify proactive solutions to protect our water resources and continuing to play an 

active role in garnering support for Canyon wastewater infrastructure.  We encourage 

you to support this project. Thank you for all that you do for our community! 

 

 

Scott Altman 

District President 
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Scott Altman



 

 

Connor Parrish, Project Manager, Gallatin Home River Initiative  
  

 

Trout Unlimited:  America’s Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization 

321 East Main Street, Suite 411, Bozeman, MT 59715 

Phone: (406) 223-9331 • email: connor.parrish@tu.org • www.tu.org 

 

 
March 23rd, 2022 

RE: Gallatin River Task Force FY23 Resort Tax Application  

FY23 Projects: River Access, Middle Fork Restoration, Communications Campaign  

 

Dear Resort Tax Representative:  

 

I am writing on behalf of Trout Unlimited (TU) to express support for the Gallatin River Task Force’s 

(GRTF) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District.  

 

TU and GRTF’s partnership began in 2016 when Pat Byorth, TU’s Montana Water Project Director, 

participated in the Big Sky Water Solutions Forum and evolved into coordinating to lead river restoration 

work for the Upper Gallatin River watershed. Former TU employee, Jeff Dunn, has worked on several 

planning documents for GRTF including, but not limited to, River Access Site Assessment, Big Sky Area 

Wetland and Riparian Mapping, Middle Fork West Fork Gallatin River Restoration Plan, and the Gallatin 

River Restoration Strategy. The Gallatin-Madison Chapter of Trout Unlimited provided grants to help 

fund the Moose Creek and Upper Deer Creek River Access Sites. In October 2021, TU assisted GRTF 

with implementation of Middle Fork Project 3 by helping with the installation of restoration structures 

and creating a time lapse video. Additionally, the two organizations support each other’s 

education/outreach and volunteer efforts by attending events and sharing communications pieces.  

 

In FY23 and beyond, TU envisions supporting GRTF’s upcoming restoration work along the Gallatin 

River corridor and Middle Fork by providing technical support and feedback on restoration design, 

attending volunteer events, and continuing to engage in education and outreach opportunities. TU is 

excited to participate in the Community Water Communications Campaign to highlight the river 

conservation work and planning that we have played an active role in with the Gallatin River Task Force 

in the Big Sky area.  

 

TU is intimately involved in ongoing conservation efforts in the Gallatin watershed, and we believe the 

GRTF has the professional capabilities and track record to complete the tasks described in their 

application. TU is dedicated to protecting and restoring the Gallatin’s coldwater fishery and thus very 

supportive of the GRTF’s grant proposal.  As the Trout Unlimited program manager focused on water 

quality issues facing the Gallatin watershed, I strongly urge you to fund GRTF’s River Access and 

Middle Fork Restoration Projects.   

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

Connor Parrish  

Project Manager, Gallatin Home River Initiative 
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                                PO Box 160251, Big Sky, Montana  59716-0251 
 
 
March 21 2022 
 
RE: Gallatin River Task Force FY23 Resort Tax Application  
Project: Middle Fork Restoration 
  
Dear Resort Tax Representative:  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Antler Ridge Homeowners Association to express support 
for the Gallatin River Task Force’s (GRTF) application to the Big Sky Resort Area 
District. Middle Fork restoration will improve and protect water quality and enhance 
natural water storage which is a critical component to building climate change resiliency.   
We have had productive discussions with GRTF and are particularly interested in looking 
at ways that stream and wetland restoration techniques can be utilized to improve 
sediment control, water quality, and water storage. As Antler Ridge builds out, the Board 
have been focusing on how we can best steward, maintain, and protect Antler Ridge’s 
extensive open spaces and parkland whiles also meeting homeowner needs.  
Middle Fork Project 5 is located within the open space of Aspen Groves and Antler 
Ridge subdivisions. As such, the homeowner’s association board of directors are working 
with GRTF to align on a conceptual design for the restoration project and reviewing a 
draft cooperative agreement to facilitate partner responsibilities and project work.  
In terms of support, while a financial contribution from the HOA operating budget would 
be difficult, several Antler Ridge homeowners, have contributed financially to the project 
via private donations. Additionally, we can offer a significant number of volunteers 
(boots on the ground) to help implement Project #5. We also have a lot of fallen trees 
close to the old logging trail that leads down to the project are that can be used in the 
restoration structures.  
We greatly appreciate your commitment and support of the Middle Fork restoration 
projects to date and encourage you to continue to support these projects for the benefit of 
the Big Sky community’s water quality and quantity. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michelle  Kristula-Green, Antler Ridge HOA Board of Directors  
Communications Director 
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03/31/2022 

RE: Gallatin River Task Force FY23 Resort Tax Application  

Project: Middle Fork Restoration  

Dear Resort Tax Representative:  

I am writing on behalf of Lone Mountain Ranch to express support for the Gallatin River Task Force’s 
(GRTF) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District. We believe Middle Fork Project 5 can improve and 
protect water quality and quantity in the Middle Fork and are excited to partner with GRTF on this 
project.  

Lone Mountain Ranch holds trail easements within the Middle Fork drainage for our horseback riding 
and cross-country skiing operations. We have had several discussions with GRTF, Antler Ridge, and 
Aspen Groves regarding the location of the recreational trails and a bridge that cross the project area. 
We are currently in the process of reviewing and commenting on the project designs. Depending on the 
preferred design, the trail and/or bridge may need to be relocated to accommodate the restoration 
work. We are amenable to working with all parties to accommodate the restoration project and, 
depending on the selected design, are able to offer labor or financial support to assist with changes to 
the trails and recreational bridge.  

We strongly urge you to fund the Gallatin River Task Force project request for Middle Fork Restoration. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ryan Kunz 
Lone Mountain Ranch  
General Manager  
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March 29, 2022

To:                  Big Sky Resort Area District
Subject:          Partner Letter of Support for the Gallatin River Task Force

The Spanish Peaks Community Foundation has appreciated the efforts of the Gallatin River
Task Force (Task Force)  as they partner with the local community and organizations to lead
conservation and foster stewardship of the Gallatin River watershed. Now, more than ever,
SPCF believes that the Task Force plays a critical role in our community development and water
conservation.

In 2021, the SPCF supported and partially funded the design process of the Middle Fork 5
project. As the project develops, the foundation looks forward to partnering with the Task Force
to support the construction and completion of this greater initiative. In addition to grant funding,
SPCF participates in volunteer days and attends their community events.

SPCF supports the Task Force’s community engagement initiatives and ability to work with the
Custer Gallatin National Forest Service, and other important stakeholders to address water
conservation. This organization is an asset to our community now and for future generations.

Sincerely,

Hannah Richardson
Executive Director
Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
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PO Box 161013, Big Sky, MT 59716 
www.moonlightcommunityfoundation.org 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Heather Morris, 
Chairperson 

Bob Rhea, 
Vice Chairperson 

Jerry Hood, 
Treasurer 
 
Liz Kelly, 
Secretary 

Ania Bulis 

Kevin Germain 

Erik Morrison 

Julie Peinado 

Katharine Stowe 

 

March 31, 2022  
 
Dear Resort Tax Board:  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Moonlight Community Foundation to express support 
for Gallatin River Task Force’s (GRTF) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District 
for the Middlefork Restoration Projects. 
 
Gallatin River Task Force received a grant from MCF for project #3 (restoring the 
area downstream of Lake Levinsky) as outlined in their comprehensive Middle Fork 
Restoration Plan.  The restoration work added woody debris to the stream to kick-
start natural processes that will reconnect the stream to the adjacent floodplain 
and wetland, improve in-stream habitat conditions, and slow the flow of water 
through the system so that water remains available later in the summer when it is 
needed the most.  This project was done in collaboration with Big Sky Resort, MCF 
funding and area volunteers.     
 
In the fall of 2021, MCF awarded GRTF a grant for the Middle Fork Restoration 
Project #5. This restoration project will help repair previous damage from logging 
and resort development, improve water quality, build resiliency to drought, 
improve the overall ecological and function of the steam, and enhance recreation 
opportunities on the adjacent trail system.  MCF’s funding will be used to cover 
contracted services costs related to design, permitting, and bidding the project for 
construction. 
 
In addition to grant funding, MCF participates in volunteer days and attends their 
community events. MCF supports the Task Force’s community engagement 
initiatives and ability to work with the Custer Gallatin National Forest Service, and 
other important stakeholders to address water conservation. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Anna Shipley 
Executive Director 
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Connor Parrish, Project Manager, Gallatin Home River Initiative  
  

 

Trout Unlimited:  America’s Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization 

321 East Main Street, Suite 411, Bozeman, MT 59715 

Phone: (406) 223-9331 • email: connor.parrish@tu.org • www.tu.org 

 

 
March 23rd, 2022 

RE: Gallatin River Task Force FY23 Resort Tax Application  

FY23 Projects: River Access, Middle Fork Restoration, Communications Campaign  

 

Dear Resort Tax Representative:  

 

I am writing on behalf of Trout Unlimited (TU) to express support for the Gallatin River Task Force’s 

(GRTF) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District.  

 

TU and GRTF’s partnership began in 2016 when Pat Byorth, TU’s Montana Water Project Director, 

participated in the Big Sky Water Solutions Forum and evolved into coordinating to lead river restoration 

work for the Upper Gallatin River watershed. Former TU employee, Jeff Dunn, has worked on several 

planning documents for GRTF including, but not limited to, River Access Site Assessment, Big Sky Area 

Wetland and Riparian Mapping, Middle Fork West Fork Gallatin River Restoration Plan, and the Gallatin 

River Restoration Strategy. The Gallatin-Madison Chapter of Trout Unlimited provided grants to help 

fund the Moose Creek and Upper Deer Creek River Access Sites. In October 2021, TU assisted GRTF 

with implementation of Middle Fork Project 3 by helping with the installation of restoration structures 

and creating a time lapse video. Additionally, the two organizations support each other’s 

education/outreach and volunteer efforts by attending events and sharing communications pieces.  

 

In FY23 and beyond, TU envisions supporting GRTF’s upcoming restoration work along the Gallatin 

River corridor and Middle Fork by providing technical support and feedback on restoration design, 

attending volunteer events, and continuing to engage in education and outreach opportunities. TU is 

excited to participate in the Community Water Communications Campaign to highlight the river 

conservation work and planning that we have played an active role in with the Gallatin River Task Force 

in the Big Sky area.  

 

TU is intimately involved in ongoing conservation efforts in the Gallatin watershed, and we believe the 

GRTF has the professional capabilities and track record to complete the tasks described in their 

application. TU is dedicated to protecting and restoring the Gallatin’s coldwater fishery and thus very 

supportive of the GRTF’s grant proposal.  As the Trout Unlimited program manager focused on water 

quality issues facing the Gallatin watershed, I strongly urge you to fund GRTF’s River Access and 

Middle Fork Restoration Projects.   

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

Connor Parrish  

Project Manager, Gallatin Home River Initiative 
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Big Sky Resort Tax District Board 
11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204 
P.O. Box 160661 
Big Sky, MT 59716 

Re: 2022 Big Sky Resort Tax Application, Gallatin River Task Force Operations Partner 

Dear Members of the Board, 

I am writing on behalf of the Big Sky Watershed Corps (BSWC) to express my full support of 
the Gallatin River Task Force and their local initiatives.  The Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) 
provides a vital service to the Gallatin Watershed and the community of Big Sky.  Their 
community-based initiatives are incredibly effective and efficient and they are unwavering in 
their efforts to be inclusive and thoughtful in every enterprise they undertake. 

The BSWC is an AmeriCorps program that assists Montana’s watershed communities to make a 
measurable difference in local conservation efforts while strengthening the experience of young 
professionals. This year the BSWC has placed two AmeriCorps members with the GRTF in an 
effort to advance their initiatives and support the Gallatin Watershed and the community of Big 
Sky.  The BSWC and its partners believe that the GRTF provides essential capacity in efforts to 
protect water quality, increase stakeholder collaboration and implement vital restoration efforts 
in the area.  

We work very closely with many watershed organizations and Conservation Districts throughout 
the state and I can say, without hesitation, that the GRTF can easily be placed at the top of the 
list. The GRTF has formed incredibly resilient partnerships and has led the way in creating new 
and innovative approaches to properly address critical watershed related issues. 

We will all greatly benefit from the services of the GRTF and I strongly urge you to award full 
funding support to the organization.   

Best Regards, 

Bryan Wilson 
Director – Individual Placement Programs 
Big Sky Watershed Corps  
Office- (406).587.4475 x114 
Cell- (330)-242-4482 
Email- bryan@mtcorps.org 
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1111 Research Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 | (406) 586-5522 x3614 | yccf@yellowstoneclub.com 

 Board of Directors 
 
Sam Byrne 
President 

 
Loren Bough 
Vice President 
 
Charlie Callander 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Joanie Hall 
 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Andrew McEntire 
 
Melinda Reed 
 
Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

March 28, 2022 
 
 
To:                       Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:              Partner Letter of Support for Gallatin River Task Force 
 
 

To the Resort Tax Board members: 
 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation is a proud supporter of the Gallatin River Task 
Force (GRTF). Part of our goal as a foundation is to build the capacity of our nonprofit 
partners to best support their mission delivery and programmatic excellence. In addition 
to annual grant support, we are pleased to be able to offer in-kind operational support 
for GRTF via rent-free office space within a newly formed Social Impact Hub nonprofit 
co-working space, beginning summer 2022. 
 
Please reach out with any questions. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 

Ruthi Solari 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (707) 206-8993 
ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com 
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USDA  United  States 
 Bozeman  Ranger  District 
Custer  Gallatin  National  Forest 
Forest 


Department  of 
 3710  Fallon  St.,  Suite  C 
Service 


Agriculture 
 Bozeman,  MT  59718 


406-522-2520 


File  Code:  2320/2530 


March  24,  2022 
Date 


RE:  Gallatin  River  Task  Force  FY23  Resort  Tax  Application 


Project:  River  Access  Restoration 


Dear  Resort  Tax  Representative, 


I  am  writing  on  behalf  of  the  Custer  Gallatin  National  Forest  (CGNF)  to  express  support  for  the 


Gallatin  River  Task  Force'  's  (GRTF)  application  to  the  Big  Sky  Resort  Area  District  for  funding  to 


support  River  Access  Restoration 


Gallatin  County  has  been,  and  continues  to  be,  one  of  Montana'  's  fastest  growing 


counties.  Specifically,  the  Big  Sky  Area  has  seen  increasing  numbers  of  summer  visitors  along  with 


the  growth  in  popularity  of  Yellowstone  National  Park.  The  impacts  from  growing  recreation 


pressure  are  evident  in  the  congestion  on  local  roadways,  trailheads,  river  access  sites,  and  trails 


Since  2015,  the  Task  Force  has  partnered  with  the  Custer  Gallatin  National  Forest  to  improve  river 


access  sites  along  the  Upper  Gallatin  River  corridor.  Since  our  partnership  began,  we  have 


completed  two  river  access  improvement  projects  and  are  currently  developing  a  Restoration 


Strategy  to  prioritize  sites  for  future  habitat  restoration  and  river  access  improvement  work.  In 


addition  to  the  river  access  projects,  our  river  ranger  assists  in  Task  Force  watershed  monitoring 


efforts.  This  monitoring  builds  a  baseline  of  data  for  assessing  watershed  health  and  the  impacts  of 


our  restoration  projects 


Through  this  partnership,  we  have  seen  firsthand  the  importance  of  funding  improvements  to 


recreation  sites  and  watershed  monitoring  but  we  need  additional  support  and  funding  to  continue 


these  important  projects 


Our  partnership  operates  through  a  Cost-  -Share  Agreement  that  is  updated  annually  to  reflect  the 


scope  of  work  and  commitments  from  each  partner.  Both  CGNF  and  GRTF  bring  to  the  partnership 


staff  dedicated  to  the  project  work  and  funding  to  support  design  and  implementation  of  river  access 


projects  and  watershed  monitoring 


I  strongly  urge  you  to  fund  GRTF  's  request.  Thank  you  for  your  consideration 


Sincerely 

Digitally  signed  by 


COREY  LEWELLEN 

Date:  2022.03.28 


07:31  :34  -06'00' 


COREY  R  LEW  ELLEN 


District  Ranger 


Caring  for  the  Land  and  Serving  People 
 Printed  on  Recycled  Paper 
Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 181 of 221



 

 

Connor Parrish, Project Manager, Gallatin Home River Initiative  
  

 

Trout Unlimited:  America’s Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization 

321 East Main Street, Suite 411, Bozeman, MT 59715 

Phone: (406) 223-9331 • email: connor.parrish@tu.org • www.tu.org 

 

 
March 23rd, 2022 

RE: Gallatin River Task Force FY23 Resort Tax Application  

FY23 Projects: River Access, Middle Fork Restoration, Communications Campaign  

 

Dear Resort Tax Representative:  

 

I am writing on behalf of Trout Unlimited (TU) to express support for the Gallatin River Task Force’s 

(GRTF) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District.  

 

TU and GRTF’s partnership began in 2016 when Pat Byorth, TU’s Montana Water Project Director, 

participated in the Big Sky Water Solutions Forum and evolved into coordinating to lead river restoration 

work for the Upper Gallatin River watershed. Former TU employee, Jeff Dunn, has worked on several 

planning documents for GRTF including, but not limited to, River Access Site Assessment, Big Sky Area 

Wetland and Riparian Mapping, Middle Fork West Fork Gallatin River Restoration Plan, and the Gallatin 

River Restoration Strategy. The Gallatin-Madison Chapter of Trout Unlimited provided grants to help 

fund the Moose Creek and Upper Deer Creek River Access Sites. In October 2021, TU assisted GRTF 

with implementation of Middle Fork Project 3 by helping with the installation of restoration structures 

and creating a time lapse video. Additionally, the two organizations support each other’s 

education/outreach and volunteer efforts by attending events and sharing communications pieces.  

 

In FY23 and beyond, TU envisions supporting GRTF’s upcoming restoration work along the Gallatin 

River corridor and Middle Fork by providing technical support and feedback on restoration design, 

attending volunteer events, and continuing to engage in education and outreach opportunities. TU is 

excited to participate in the Community Water Communications Campaign to highlight the river 

conservation work and planning that we have played an active role in with the Gallatin River Task Force 

in the Big Sky area.  

 

TU is intimately involved in ongoing conservation efforts in the Gallatin watershed, and we believe the 

GRTF has the professional capabilities and track record to complete the tasks described in their 

application. TU is dedicated to protecting and restoring the Gallatin’s coldwater fishery and thus very 

supportive of the GRTF’s grant proposal.  As the Trout Unlimited program manager focused on water 

quality issues facing the Gallatin watershed, I strongly urge you to fund GRTF’s River Access and 

Middle Fork Restoration Projects.   

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
 

Connor Parrish  

Project Manager, Gallatin Home River Initiative 
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PO Box 160670 

561 Little Coyote Road 

Big Sky, MT 59716 

T 406.995.2660 ⚫ F 406.995.3053 

OFFICE@WSD363.COM ⚫  WWW.WSD363.COM 

March 28, 2022 

 

Kristin Gardner, PhD VIA EMAIL ONLY 
Chief Executive and Science Officer kristin@gallatinrivertaskforce.org 
Gallatin River Task Force 
 

 

RE: BSRAD support letter 

Dear Kristin, 

On behalf of the Big Sky County Water and Sewer District we look forward to continuing 
our long-standing collaboration with the Gallatin River Task Force on the following 
projects: 

• Watershed Monitoring: as the funding entity of the Meadow Village groundwater 
monitoring project which began with the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology 
in 2014.  The wells drilled for that study are stilled used for ongoing groundwater 
investigations; 

• Stream Monitoring: as the funding sponsor of the USGS gauge station on the 
Gallatin River above Deer Creek. The District has the contract as a public entity 
and the Task Force reimburses the District for the contract costs; 

• Water Conservation: by supporting recommendations and community outreach of 
the Big Sky Water Conservation and Drought Management Plan; 

• Water Supply Resiliency: providing water supply and reuse data for the West 
Fork water budget; and 

• Community Water Communications Campaign: by providing content to highlight 
the wastewater treatment plant upgrade for digital or electronic media campaign. 

Sincerely, 

 

BIG SKY COUNTY WATER & SEWER DISTRICT 

 
 
________________________________________ 
Ron Edwards 
General Manager 
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PO Box 160670 

561 Little Coyote Road 

Big Sky, MT 59716 

T 406.995.2660 ⚫ F 406.995.3053 

OFFICE@WSD363.COM ⚫  WWW.WSD363.COM 

March 28, 2022 

 

Kristin Gardner, PhD VIA EMAIL ONLY 
Chief Executive and Science Officer kristin@gallatinrivertaskforce.org 
Gallatin River Task Force 
 

 

RE: BSRAD support letter 

Dear Kristin, 

On behalf of the Big Sky County Water and Sewer District we look forward to continuing 
our long-standing collaboration with the Gallatin River Task Force on the following 
projects: 

• Watershed Monitoring: as the funding entity of the Meadow Village groundwater 
monitoring project which began with the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology 
in 2014.  The wells drilled for that study are stilled used for ongoing groundwater 
investigations; 

• Stream Monitoring: as the funding sponsor of the USGS gauge station on the 
Gallatin River above Deer Creek. The District has the contract as a public entity 
and the Task Force reimburses the District for the contract costs; 

• Water Conservation: by supporting recommendations and community outreach of 
the Big Sky Water Conservation and Drought Management Plan; 

• Water Supply Resiliency: providing water supply and reuse data for the West 
Fork water budget; and 

• Community Water Communications Campaign: by providing content to highlight 
the wastewater treatment plant upgrade for digital or electronic media campaign. 

Sincerely, 

 

BIG SKY COUNTY WATER & SEWER DISTRICT 

 
 
________________________________________ 
Ron Edwards 
General Manager 

Big Sky Resort Area District | Application Review 
Public Comment & Partner Letters (Received prior to 05.27.22) 

Page 189 of 221

mailto:OFFICE@WSD363.COM


United States Department of the Interior 
 

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
Wyoming-Montana Water Science Center 

 
Helena Office 

3162 Bozeman Avenue 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Cheyenne Office 
521 Progress Circle, Suite 6 

Cheyenne, WY 82007 
 

 

March 25, 2022 
 

KRISTIN GARDNER, PhD  
Chief Executive and Science Officer 
Gallatin River Task Force 
32 Market Place, Unit 6 
Big Sky, MT 59716 
 
Dear Dr. Gardner, 
 
The U.S. Geological Survey’s Wyoming-Montana Water Science Center looks forward to 
continuing our partnership in collecting, quality assuring, and providing to the public in perpetuity, 
annual stream flow and seasonal (March through October) water temperature data for the gage 
on the Gallatin River above Deer Creek, near Big Sky, MT. USGS manages and performs this 
work and provides about 40% of the funding, while Big Sky County Water and Sewer District has 
been providing the remainder of the funding. Current and historical data from this collaborative 
effort can be found at https://waterdata.usgs.gov/wy/nwis/uv/?site_no=06043120.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Loving 
Deputy Director, USGS Wyoming-Montana WSC 
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United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

Custer Gallatin National Forest Bozeman Ranger District 
3710 Fallon St., Suite C 
Bozeman, MT 59718 
406-522-2520 

 

  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper  

File Code: 2320/2530 
Date: March 24, 2022 

 
RE: Gallatin River Task Force FY23 Resort Tax Application  
 
Project: River Access Restoration  
 
Dear Resort Tax Representative, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Custer Gallatin National Forest (CGNF) to express support for the 
Gallatin River Task Force’s (GRTF) application to the Big Sky Resort Area District for funding to 
support River Access Restoration.   
 
Gallatin County has been, and continues to be, one of Montana’s fastest growing 
counties. Specifically, the Big Sky Area has seen increasing numbers of summer visitors along with 
the growth in popularity of Yellowstone National Park.  The impacts from growing recreation 
pressure are evident in the congestion on local roadways, trailheads, river access sites, and trails. 
Since 2015, the Task Force has partnered with the Custer Gallatin National Forest to improve river 
access sites along the Upper Gallatin River corridor. Since our partnership began, we have 
completed two river access improvement projects and are currently developing a Restoration 
Strategy to prioritize sites for future habitat restoration and river access improvement work. In 
addition to the river access projects, our river ranger assists in Task Force watershed monitoring 
efforts.  This monitoring builds a baseline of data for assessing watershed health and the impacts of 
our restoration projects. 
 
Through this partnership, we have seen firsthand the importance of funding improvements to 
recreation sites and watershed monitoring but we need additional support and funding to continue 
these important projects.  
 
Our partnership operates through a Cost-Share Agreement that is updated annually to reflect the 
scope of work and commitments from each partner. Both CGNF and GRTF bring to the partnership 
staff dedicated to the project work and funding to support design and implementation of river access 
projects and watershed monitoring. 
 
I strongly urge you to fund GRTF’s request. Thank you for your consideration.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
COREY R LEWELLEN 
District Ranger 
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May 29th, 2022 
Big Sky Resort Tax District Board  
11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204  
P.O. Box 160661  
Big Sky, MT 59716 
 
RE: Gallatin River Task Force FY23 Resort Tax Project Requests 
 
Dear Resort Tax Board:  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology (MBMG) to acknowledge 
our partnership role in the several projects of which the Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) is 
requesting for Resort Tax support.  
 
The MBMG has worked collaboratively with the GRTF on several projects in the Big Sky area, 
including two Ground Water Investigation Program Projects, one in the West Fork watershed 
and the other in Gallatin Canyon.  
 
Over FY23, the MBMG will partner with the GRTF on the following projects 

1. Watershed Monitoring: by sharing groundwater data and insight into groundwater 
dynamics in the Town Center/Meadow Village area. 

2. Water Supply Resilience: through supplying/advising on the Meadow Village 
groundwater model, groundwater data, and potential insight into groundwater 
dynamics in Big Sky/Gallatin Canyon. 

3. Community Water Communications Campaign: by participating in print or digital media 
that highlights the Big Sky and Gallatin Canyon GWIP projects. 

 
We look forward to working with the Gallatin River Task Force on these projects. Thank you for 
your consideration! 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ginette Abdo 
Ground Water Investigation Program 
gabdo@mtech.edu 
406 496-4152 
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United States Department of the Interior 
 

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
Wyoming-Montana Water Science Center 

 
Helena Office 

3162 Bozeman Avenue 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Cheyenne Office 
521 Progress Circle, Suite 6 

Cheyenne, WY 82007 
 

 
March 28, 2022 

 
Big Sky Resort Tax Board 
11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204 
P.O. Box 160661 
Big Sky, MT 59716 
 
 
Dear Big Sky Resort Tax Board, 
 
The U.S. Geological Survey’s Wyoming-Montana Water Science Center (WY-MT WSC) is 
excited to partner with the Gallatin River Task Force and Big Sky County Water and Sewer 
District on a multi-year project to model historic and future snowpack in Big Sky, Montana. 
The mountain snowpack is changing across the western United States with many locations 
exhibiting earlier snowmelt and decreased peak snow water equivalent, this is particularly 
evident in higher alpine, mountainous regions. Alterations to the hydrologic system driven by 
climate change and other anthropogenic land use changes may be particularly problematic for 
ski area resort communities like Big Sky. Quantifying changes in snowpack and a better 
understanding of snow chemistry have large benefits for communities such as Big Sky as 
they are in a major expansion phase and looking to inform planning and management 
strategies based on the best available information.   
 
The USGS will manage and perform the work for this modeling study while providing 25% 
of the total funding costs over the 4 years of the project, which is the typical match ratio 
currently available for multi-year studies. Big Sky County Water and Sewer District will 
provide the remainder of the funding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Associate Center Director for Studies, USGS WY-MT WSC 
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Gallatin Local Water Quality District 
 

215 West Mendenhall Street, Suite 300 - Bozeman, MT 59715 
406-582-3168     www.glwqd.org 

 

 

Our mission is to protect, preserve and improve the quality of surface water and ground water.  

 
March 29, 2021 

 
Big Sky Resort Tax District Board  

11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204  
P.O. Box 160661  

Big Sky, MT 59716 
 

RE: Gallatin River Task Force FY23 Resort Tax Project Requests  

 
Dear Resort Tax Board: 

 
I am writing on behalf of the Gallatin Local Water Quality District (GLWQD) a branch of the Gallatin 

City-County Government to acknowledge our partnership role in the several projects of which the 
Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) is requesting for Resort Tax support.  

 
Our proposed projects create an exciting opportunity to investigate surface water and groundwater 

resources in a unique and dynamic landscape. We anticipate being able to provide meaningful 

water-resources data that will greatly contribute to the understanding of regional water quality 
in Big Sky and throughout the greater Gallatin watershed.  
 

The GLWQD has worked collaboratively with the GRTF on several projects in the Big Sky area, 
including the Big Sky nutrient monitoring cooperative agreement.   

 
Over FY23, the GLWQD will partner with the GRTF on the following projects:  

 

1. Watershed Monitoring: by allocating staff time into collecting, analyzing, and assessing 

groundwater data from the Meadow Village area. 

2. West Fork Nitrogen Reduction: through supplying water quality data for the Chapel Spring 

that will inform advancing designs of the Chapel Spring Treatment Wetland. 

 

As a committed partner, we look forward to working with the Gallatin River Task Force on these 
projects. Thank you for the opportunity to voice our support and for your consideration.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Nick Banish 

 
District Manager 

Gallatin Local Water Quality District 
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3/31/22, 1:15 PMGallatin River Task Force Mail - FW: Gallatin River Task Force Partnership for Resort Tax Application

Page 1 of 2https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=260296c44c&view=pt&search…=msg-f%3A1728834303587661315&simpl=msg-f%3A1728834303587661315

Kristin Gardner <kristin@gallatinrivertaskforce.org>

FW: Gallatin River Task Force Partnership for Resort Tax Application

Bell, Chace <CBell2@mt.gov> Thu, Mar 31, 2022 at 10:41 AM
To: Kristin Gardner <kristin@gallatinrivertaskforce.org>
Cc: "Steffens, Galen" <Galen.Steffens2@mt.gov>, "Kron, Darrin" <dkron@mt.gov>

Good Morning Kristin,

 

We have reviewed the text below to the Resort Tax Board below and are good to go.

 

Thanks,

Chace  

 

From: Steffens, Galen <Galen.Steffens2@mt.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2022 9:40 AM
To: Bell, Chace <CBell2@mt.gov>
Cc: Kron, Darrin <dkron@mt.gov>
Subject: RE: Gallatin River Task Force Partnership for Resort Tax Application

 

I just removed extra ‘the’. Thanks!

 

Galen Steffens

(406) 444-2680

 

From: Bell, Chace <CBell2@mt.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2022 2:10 PM
To: Steffens, Galen <Galen.Steffens2@mt.gov>
Cc: Kron, Darrin <dkron@mt.gov>
Subject: Gallatin River Task Force Partnership for Resort Tax Application

 

Hi Galen,
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3/31/22, 1:15 PMGallatin River Task Force Mail - FW: Gallatin River Task Force Partnership for Resort Tax Application

Page 2 of 2https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=260296c44c&view=pt&search…msg-f%3A1728834303587661315&simpl=msg-f%3A1728834303587661315

Can you please review this language and approve if good to go?

 

Dear Big Sky Resort Tax Board,

 

Montana DEQ will be working with the Gallatin River Task Force over FY23 on a watershed monitoring project to
better understand the drivers of algae blooms in the Gallatin. MT DEQ will be providing funding and technical support
for this project.

 

 

Chace Bell  |  Monitoring & Assessment Specialist

Montana Department of Environmental Quality

Office: 406-444-5315
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3/29/22, 5:16 PMGallatin River Task Force Mail - BSRAD request for chapel spring restoration design

Page 1 of 1https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=260296c44c&view=pt&search…=msg-f%3A1728676699851178954&simpl=msg-f%3A1728676699851178954

Kristin Gardner <kristin@gallatinrivertaskforce.org>

BSRAD request for chapel spring restoration design

Rodney Rempt <montanarod@3rivers.net> Tue, Mar 29, 2022 at 4:55 PM
To: Kristin Gardner <kristin@gallatinrivertaskforce.org>
Cc: Max Scheder-Bieschin <max@scheder.net>

Dear Big Sky Resort Tax Board of Directors,                                                                29 March 2022

This email letter is in support of the West Fork Nutrient Reduction project proposed by the Gallatin River Task Force.  

As the adjacent property owners to the spring, and the outflow from the spring, to the west and north of the Big Sky
Chapel, we are committed to further discussions with the Task Force to provide input and feedback on their plans and
design for the spring wetland treatment system near Chapel property.  We look forward to partnering with them in this
effort.  

Thank you for your careful consideration of the request from the Gallatin River Task Force.

Rodney P. Rempt
Chair, Long Range Planning Committee
Big Sky Chapel.

 

From: Kristin Gardner (kristin@gallatinrivertaskforce.org)
Date: 03/24/22 08:41
To: Rodney Rempt (montanarod@3rivers.net)
Cc: Rick Donaldson (rdonaldson@3rivers.net)
Subject: Re: BSRAD request for chapel spring restoration design
[Quoted text hidden]
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Gallatin Local Water Quality District 
 

215 West Mendenhall Street, Suite 300 - Bozeman, MT 59715 
406-582-3168     www.glwqd.org 

 

 

Our mission is to protect, preserve and improve the quality of surface water and ground water.  

 
March 29, 2021 

 
Big Sky Resort Tax District Board  

11 Lone Peak Drive, Suite #204  
P.O. Box 160661  

Big Sky, MT 59716 
 

RE: Gallatin River Task Force FY23 Resort Tax Project Requests  

 
Dear Resort Tax Board: 

 
I am writing on behalf of the Gallatin Local Water Quality District (GLWQD) a branch of the Gallatin 

City-County Government to acknowledge our partnership role in the several projects of which the 
Gallatin River Task Force (GRTF) is requesting for Resort Tax support.  

 
Our proposed projects create an exciting opportunity to investigate surface water and groundwater 

resources in a unique and dynamic landscape. We anticipate being able to provide meaningful 

water-resources data that will greatly contribute to the understanding of regional water quality 
in Big Sky and throughout the greater Gallatin watershed.  
 

The GLWQD has worked collaboratively with the GRTF on several projects in the Big Sky area, 
including the Big Sky nutrient monitoring cooperative agreement.   

 
Over FY23, the GLWQD will partner with the GRTF on the following projects:  

 

1. Watershed Monitoring: by allocating staff time into collecting, analyzing, and assessing 

groundwater data from the Meadow Village area. 

2. West Fork Nitrogen Reduction: through supplying water quality data for the Chapel Spring 

that will inform advancing designs of the Chapel Spring Treatment Wetland. 

 

As a committed partner, we look forward to working with the Gallatin River Task Force on these 
projects. Thank you for the opportunity to voice our support and for your consideration.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Nick Banish 

 
District Manager 

Gallatin Local Water Quality District 
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Board of Directors 

Heather Morris, 
Chairperson 

Bob Rhea, 
Vice Chairperson 

Jerry Hood, 
Treasurer 
 
Liz Kelly, 
Secretary 

Ania Bulis 

Kevin Germain 

Erik Morrison 

Julie Peinado 

Katharine Stowe 

 

 

March 17, 2022 

 

Dear Big Sky Area Resort District Board and Staff, 

 

I am writing today on behalf of Moonlight Community Foundation (MCF) in 

support of the critical services Morningstar Learning Center (MLC) provides for 

the Big Sky Community.    

 

MCF has had a working grant/grantee relationship with MLC since 2019 – when 

a grant for new classroom technology was awarded.  In 2020, MLC was awarded 

funds for building and playground improvements.  This past fall, Morningstar 

Learning Center received $25,000 in operational support from MCF to ensure 

the sustainability of their operation.  

 

Additionally, MCF was involved with Big Sky Relief and supporting MLC 

throughout the height(s) of the pandemic as they demonstrated resilience and 

perseverance during very challenging times.  MCF is excited to learn more 

about their plans for campus expansion which will help to address the 

community wide challenge of retaining staff by being able to offer housing. 

 

Part of MCF’s mission is to support the underserved needs of the Big Sky 

Community.  MLC is Big Sky’s only full-time, year-round, state-licensed daycare 

and early learning center and currently operates with a wait list due to licensing 

and/or staffing limits - demonstrating the growing need for services in our small 

community.  Keeping tuition rates affordable is essential to support local 

families and allow them to participate in Big Sky’s workforce. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Anna Shipley 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

                             PO Box 161013, Big Sky, MT 59716 

                      www.moonlightcommunityfoundation.org 
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March 22, 2022

To:                 Big Sky Resort Area District
Subject:         Partner Letter of Support for Morningstar Learning Center

The Spanish Peaks Community Foundation has appreciated the efforts of Morningstar Learning
Center as they have navigated through Covid-19, staffing shortages, and increased demand for
childcare in Big Sky. SPCF awarded Morningstar $50,000 (over two grant cycles) in 2021 to
support teacher salaries, tuition assistance, and operational costs. Understanding that childcare
operates at a deficit due to the fact that teachers can’t be paid less and local parents can’t pay
more, SPCF recognizes the importance of supporting one of two childcare centers in Big Sky.

In addition to recognizing the challenges Morningstar is facing and overcoming, I have been
participating in a Gallatin County Child Care task force to better understand current childcare
models and how philanthropy, federal funding, and community partnerships can support this
pivotal need for local families and the workforce. SPCF is grateful for the resilience Morningstar
has demonstrated and supports the following initiatives: Tuition Assistance Program, Operating
Budget (financial and strategic support through the childcare task force), and Campus
Expansion (strategic support).

Sincerely,

Hannah Richardson
Executive Director
Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
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1111 Research Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 | (406) 586-5522 x3614 | yccf@yellowstoneclub.com 

 Board of Directors 
 
Sam Byrne 
President 

 
Loren Bough 
Vice President 
 
Charlie Callander 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Joanie Hall 
 
Wendy Johnson 
 
Andrew McEntire 
 
Melinda Reed 
 
Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

March 24, 2022 
 
 
To:                       Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:              Partner Letter of Support for Big Sky Chamber of Commerce 
 
 

To the Resort Tax Board members: 
 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation is committed to our ongoing partnership with 
Morningstar Learning Center. We have supported their efforts to stay open throughout 
Covid-19, including strategic thought partnership and a $79,500 investment during the 
Fall 2021 grant cycle. These funds support Morningstar operations so that they can pay 
teachers a living wage, professional development so that teachers have opportunity to 
grow within the organization, and Tuition Assistance so that all families can afford 
childcare in Big Sky.  
 
Nationally, childcare centers either operate at a deficit, by paying teachers poverty 
wages, and/or by charging families high tuition rates. In addition to our funding support 
of Morningstar, I have researched what is and isn’t working across the country and in our 
state, working closely with Mariel and the Morningstar team to find creative solutions 
for our community through philanthropy, federal funding, and community partnerships.  
 
YCCF is proud to support Morningstar’s Operations and Tuition Assistance initiatives to 
keep childcare accessible to local families and its Campus Expansion initiative to create a 
long-term, stable foundation for this service that is so critical to our community and 
economy in Big Sky.  
 
Please reach out with any questions. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 

Ruthi Solari 
Director of Community Partnerships 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (707) 206-8993 
ruthi.solari@yellowstoneclub.com 
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¤��ŵǗ̂̇́̊̇̆
�ŇĹ¯śǘ͈t½̆̊̈̂̇

ÝĞşşŪĞƣƣŇŪ�ĐƱŇŵŪ
tóƛǘ�ĞƱŁtŵƛóŪė

¯ƹďŘĞĐƱ͉¤óƛƱŪĞƛƣŁŇƘjĞƱƱĞƛ
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�ƘĞƛóƱŇŵŪƣtóŪóĹĞƛ
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Wendy Johnson 
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Yucca Rieschel 
 
Maud Welles 
 
Joëlle Kayden 
 
Leslie Kittlaus 

March 25, 2022 
 

 
To:                   Big Sky Resort Area District 
Subject:          Partner Letter of Support for Wellness in Action 
 
To the Resort Tax Board members: 
 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation is committed to our ongoing 
partnership with Wellness in Action (WIA). We have supported their 
efforts to provide sliding fee scholarships for counseling, strategic 
planning and transitional support during their rebranding process and 
Executive Director transition. Collectively, WIA was awarded $21,000 
during the Fall 2021 and Big Sky Relief special behavioral health grant 
cycles. These funds support WIA to build capacity, grow strategically and 
continue to ensure counseling services are accessible to the Big Sky 
community.  
 
The COVID-19 Pandemic exacerbated feelings of isolation and many 
continue to struggle with their mental health, including unhealthy levels 
of drinking and substance abuse. We know that Big Sky community 
members face logistical challenges accessing support services due to cost 
and limited availability. For ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ��ŝŐ�^ŬǇ͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�
have health insurance or face high health insurance deductibles posing a 
barrier to seeking care. �ĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂůůǇ͕�t/�͛Ɛ�ĐŽƵŶƐĞůŽƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽĨƚĞŶ�Ăƚ�
capacity, and clients must wait weeks before getting an appointment. We 
know this issue is not unique to Big Sky and that other resort and rural 
communities face similar challenges.  
 
I am working closely with MaryBeth to find creative solutions for our 
community through research, philanthropy, and community partnerships.  
 
YCCF is proud to support WIA to keep behavioral health services 
accessible and to create an expanded counseling center that is so critical 
to our community in Big Sky.  
 
Please reach out with questions.  
 
All my best,  
 

Shannon Steele 
Behavioral Health Program Officer 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
cell: (406) 580-7337 
shannon.steele@yellowstoneclub.com  
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To Whom It May Concern,

Bienvenidos is an volunteer organization based in Bozeman, MT. Our 
mission is to welcome Spanish speaking migrant families to the Gallatin 
Valley. We help them integrate into our community by assisting them to 
gain access to community resources, school, language acquisition, 
healthcare, transportation, and US cultural understanding.

Besides providing mentorship with individual families, we network with 
other organizations to coordinate efforts and resources in Gallatin Valley. 
One of the areas of concern is access to counseling to address the trauma, 
anxiety, and depression that is highly prevalent in the immigrant community.
We have been collaborating with WIA in Big Sky to see how we might make 
psychosocial support available to the workers in Big Sky and their families.

Thank you for considering this project,

Tina Visscher
Executive Director
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March 30th, 2022

To the Directors of the Big Sky Resort Area District,

I write to you today to confirm and describe the strong partnership between the Big Sky School
District #72 and the Warren Miller Performing Arts Center and to support WMPAC’s FY23
application for Resort Tax funding this spring.

I understand that the Resort Tax values public partnerships from a fiduciary and efficiency
standpoint. I am writing to point out what may seem obvious, but might also be overlooked: By
choosing to partner with an existing publicly-funded school and locate its facilities in that school,
WMPAC has not only saved tens of millions in building costs and hundreds of thousands in
operations and maintenance fees, but has also been able to reach and provide services to many
mores students and families as well as other community members who feel understandably
comfortable in ‘their’ public school.

The Memorandum of Agreement that we established in 2012 between BSSD and FOBSE dba
Warren Miller Performing Arts Center recognized the benefit of using a tax-payer supported
facility in ways that give back to the entire community.

The relationship is the definition of symbiotic: The school owns the facility, and as such, keeps
the lights on, cleans and maintains the facility, and shares school district staff with WMPAC, the
non-profit organization, to allow both organizations to efficiently and effectively operate. The
school uses the facility often in the day, after school, and on weekends and evenings, it
transitions into its primary role as a performing arts center, producing world class shows during
the busy seasons, and youth, school and community productions in the off seasons, among other
uses.

The financial details of the partnership are as follows:
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● The school is responsible for all associated utilities with WMPAC
● WMPAC is responsible for programming from outside artists and community

organizations.
● The school and WMPAC collaborate on school presentations, performances, meetings,

the master calendar, and lectures.
● Employees of WMPAC are hired as employees of the Big Sky School District, and

WMPAC reimburses the school district quarterly for those salaries and benefits.
● Employees of WMPAC are given office space in the school at no cost.
● Theater lease income from outside groups goes to the school into a maintenance fund to

ensure that the building can be sustained without incurring an additional financial burden
onto local property taxpayers.

While cultural events exist in commercial and public spaces across the community, we are
thrilled by the ways in which WMPAC creates not just a permanent and unique arts and culture
hub for Big Sky, but also allows our district to provide a beautiful, accessible and above all
comfortable environment for all across the Big Sky community spectrum.

In addition to the many sold out performances at WMPAC, we also love that our students get to
use the stage each day for various classes and presentations, that our high school thespians are
ushers at evening events, and that visiting artists can so easily walk down the hall to expand on
our educational offerings at the district. With year-round programming at WMPAC featuring
performing artists from all over the world and right here in Big Sky, we have in a sense
normalized a big, bright, and beautiful culture of global awareness for our students and
community through an arts ecosystem that is uniquely suited to our ongoing partnership.  Thank
you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Corky Miller
Business Manager
Big Sky School District #72
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